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along wvithi the other local place-nanies of the Island.
And whiat white explorer first sawv Miscou? Hap-

puly wve know wcll, or ;at least the one who first tells
us of it. It wvas in that period when ail the great
nations of Europe vied witi o11e another in exploring
the newly-discovered wvorld, and in secking a western
passage to the riches of India. And it wvas the great
Frenchi navigator, Jacques Cartier, who. on, JUly 3,
1534, now nearing four centuries ago, coasted north-
wvard along -Miscou anci roïcnded its northern point.
Seeing before himi a great open bay lie hoped lie liad
founid a passage ta, the west, and lie narned the point,
the present Nortlwest Point, Capt d'Esperan ce, the
Cape of Hope. Thi.s wvas the first naine applied by
any EuropŽani, so far as we kniow, ta any part of New
Brunswick. W\,liat a pity it lias xîot survived to aur
own day! But lie nanied also Bay Chaleur because of
the hea.t lie experienced there an july 9 thi, and tlîis
nanie does exist to-cla,. the niost ven2,rtble E urop-lan
word connected 'xvitlî New Brunswick.

A period of e.xploration is followed ever by a tiie
of exploitation, wîhen the attenipt is made ta develop
the -resaurces of the new country. Thus a.t Miscou
opened t'le period of the French traders. For +lie
carlier part of this tunie at -Miscou wve have no
records, but thîcre can bje iîo doubt that sooIî af' er
Cartier's voyag-e the Frenich Irsiiernien and trade-rs be-
gYan ta use the flne lî;'rbor of M.\:iscou, where, 1 bf-lieve.
g-oodly fleets of little vessels coulci be seen every sum-
nmer. Itvas sonie of tiiese fisiiermien xio doubt wlîo
i-elated ta the gyreat Chanîplain tlîe story of the
Gougou. a strangre and horrible uioxister liavinag its
lionie iun an islauîd whlicli seenis to, have been Miscau.
But wC conie ta sober lîistory iii 1623 wlien, as the
r-ecords tell us. anc R-aynîond de la Raide, first resideuit
of Miscou, wliose naine lias been preserved, establishied
a tradinig post there iii which saine of lus nien spent

awinter. Thîis post, I believe, for reasons given in a


