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Law Alterations cnlucd, and an Arbitration took place,

which Lifted nearly Two Years. At the Conclufion of it, the

Arbitrators [Sir Willi.im Dolbcn, Sir Herbert Mackworth;

&c:] thought it incumbent upou them, to ftate to the

Lords of His Majelly Treafury, that, " through a long

" Invcftigatlon, the general Conduft of Lieutenant Go-
" Vernor DcsBarres, during his Adminillration of Cape

"Breton, had come before them, and, that it appeared to

"them that he had exerted himfclf to eftahlilli and fupport

"'the Government committed to his Charge in a Manner
•• defcrving Cimimendation, &c."

The Bankers, by means f the faid Sum of ^^10,000,

liquidated Bills and Demands to the Amount

of £7\7\ 16 II

having paid for Elt|jences, noting, Protcfts,

Inttterts, accrued 1828 3 I

and they prefented to the Lords of His Majcfty's Treafury,

together with their Account, a Lift of refidue Bills and

Demands, the Payment of Which had been claimed of

litem, and remained to be liquidated, amounting, exdu-

five of Expences, &c: to £,(>\io gs. 51/. But no farther

Sum was ilTued to theffl for that Pui'pofe. [P63. N. 289

' to 300.]

DesBarres, having in rain fupplicated for a Trial on

the Accufations alleged to have bsen exhibited againft him,

and fufferiilg ihexpreflible Oppreflidn from their unmerited

. Operation, addrefled, in September 1 791, a Rcquifition to the

then Secretary of State, demanding, his Right as a BritiOi

* Subjeft and a Britilh accufed Officer—to know Vii Accufa-

tions, his Accufers, and to have a Trial. Mr. las, in

Anfwer, was pleafed to fignify, that " whtn he was ,-ppoihted

" to his Situation, Lord Grenvillc had j^ut into his Hands a

[
" Letter which his LordlTiip had received from him [Des

! " Barre.s] on that Subjeft, and another, tratifr.iitted to his

" Lordlhip by the Duke of Richmond—that, upon in-

" quiring into the State of the Buflncfs, he found th.it, as

" far back as the i6th of September 1786, and the 21 H of

"February 1789, Official Letters had been written to the

" Lords of His Majefty's Treafury refpefling the Ac-

" counts—that while the Bufincfs was in that State, it was

" iinpoflible for him to refume the Conflderation of any

" Part of it, and that he would tranfmit the Letter he had

" jull received to the Treafury, in order to warrant on his

" [DesBarres] Part a Preflure for a fpeedy Decifion."

[P 66. N 301 to 304, 307, 308].

He was now told at the Treafury, that " the Ac-

" counts with the Vouchers, which Two Years ago

•• had been examined by Mr. Steele, would be fcnt

" to the CommifBoners for auditing the Public Accounts

" with Directions for proceeding to fettle the fame without

" Delay." A Month had elapfed when DesBarres received

an Order forthwith to lay before the faid Commidioners

his Account and Vouchers, which implied, that, the fanie,

inllead of being in the Hands of the Treafury, were in his

own Hands. Remonllrances thereupon. At laft, a Part

of the Vouchers, being found in the Treafury, were tranf-

mitted to the Auditor's Office.

tlpon Infpeflion thereof, the Commiflioners direAed a

Number of Qjieries to him—demanding the Production of

fuch of the Vouchers as were miffing, which, he anfwered

accordingly. Thereupon, he received, from the Infpeftor

General of the Public Accounts, the following Letter, viz

:

" To Lieutenant Governor DeiBarrei. Somerfct Place, ad
" February 1782. 1 am dirtfled. by the Commiffiouers for

" auditing t!if Public Accounts, to inform you, that, they

" cannot make allowance in y )ur Account for any Sum,
'• the Vouchers for which are loll, without an Order from
" the Court of Exchequer, and, that therefore you may
" proceed when ind in fuch M.inner as you may be

" advifcd, to obtain fucli an OrJ..T by Application to

" the Court of Exchequer, it being your Duty, either to

" furnilh to this Board Vouchers for each Article of your

" Account, or to enable the Commiffioners by the Autho-

" rity of the Court of Exclicqucr to make the allowance

"which you claim, in Cafe of your Vouchers being loft or

" deftroyed, &c." "
J. WiccLtswoRTH."

Motion in the Court of Exchequer b;ing accordingly made,

a Rule was obtained (upon the deelar.-.tion of the Keeper of

the Official Trcifury Papersj inl!ili.iry Term 17^2, and t^.e

fame was immcdi.itely intimated to the faiJCommifiloners.

Whereupon they directed farther Queries, rclpefling the

Authority aiid Official Formality of the Expenditure, 'Ac-

count, and \'ouchcrs. [P 68, N 305, 306, 309, 31S, 312,

t0 3i4]-
, .

Hopes had now been given of a fpjcay Determination,

and DesBarrCj flattered himfclf with the Profpcct of being

at Liberty to repair to America in the Spring ; as well,

withtheVicw of rcftoring the Colony, which by iinifter

Proceedings had fallen into Decline ; as of recovering wliat

he miglit of his Property, fcized and laid while by tKs

Public Creditors.

However the Auditors were pleafej again to iftuc a

great Number of Queries—feveral, of which, were evi-

dently the mere Oflspring of Calumny, and otlicrs tot.illy

irrelevant. Perplexity, and vexatious Delays, created tliere-

by. [P71.N311, 315 to 325].

The Secretary of State had declared that no Cornplafnt

whatever exilleJ in Us Office .igainftDcitJarrcs—The Au.,

ditors, after the moft minute and llrift Scrutiny, had alfo

emphatically afTured him, that, they entertained no'lort of

Doubt of tiic Rcflitude of the Account, or of his Co'nduA ;

yet, the Proceedings did not fcem calculated to accelerate

the Period of Juftice. Rcfult of Remonllrances ttiereiipon.

[P 7+. N 326 to 328, 330 to 332],

L'pon Receipt of the following Letter, frotn the lil-

fpeftor General of the Public Accounts, viz ;

" St;merfet Place lit Feb. 1793. The Comminioners
" for auditing the Public .'\cc0unt5, having this Day ffgnei

" a State of your Account as Lieutenant Governor of Cape
" Breton, from the I9tli November 17S+, to the t3tfi of
«' Oft. 1787, with a Balance of the Sum of £2213 iSr. \{J,
" including certain Difallowanccs by way of Surcharges,

" particularly mentioned in the annexed Lift. I amdirefled

" to give you Notice, that, the f.;id State will be fdrtliwitK

" laid before the Lords Commiffioners of His Majefty's

" Treafury, to the End, that, if you rfiould fee good baule

" to fubmit, to their Lordftiip's Conflderation, any Obfer-
" vations relative to the faid Account, you may loie ha
" Time in fo doing, &c:

" To Lieut. Gov. OetBams." " ]. WioglejworTh,"

he accordingly fubmitted his Obfervations, arid, having

conftantly attended, he was, in Augult 1793, Interrogated

at the Treafury refpefling fome of the fiircharged Articles,

the Propriety of which was, upon Reconfideration, acknow-

ledged. The proportional Juflice, which mull have enfued,

if the Treafury Board had condcfcendcd to extend it's fte-

view and weigh the farther Obfervaiious in the like man-
ner fubnittcd with refpeft to the refidue Articles fimiliurly

•

reported by the Auditors, remains at this Day to be accom-

plilhed. Reiterated Remonllrances. A State of refidue Ajr-


