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mon with other national churches the British Church maintainedHer independence of the Church of Rome for more than five

Tn,ZT, +• ^f"y.f ^T «".«««^^^io'^. not from the Church ofRome, but from the Church of Ephesus, through the bishops of

ChurorV^""'', 7.PT.^,' "l"^^^"^^
eome^from the aILZChuich We read of he Church in Britain contending earnest-

ly tor the Faith once dehvered, and of S. Alban, Britain's proto-

303. on the spot where St. Alban's Abbey now stands as a Hvin^monument ot thc_ Apostolic British Church. If. as is statexfhere was no ancient British Churcl till S. Augustine's missionn o97. how comes it to pass that as early as 31.4 three bishops
of the Church in Britain-the bisliops of York, Lincoln andLondon—were present at a council held in Aries, in Gaul ? It
is important to remember this for it poiuts out to us the hicrh
esteemin which the prelates of the early Church were held, and

«n^ fti"prT-""S''^!'
'^^'*^^"» ^'^^^"^ *^^^ CJhurch in Gauland the Church in Britain in those days. It is necessary forus always to remember that the holy Orders of the Anglo-

Catholic Church come m the first place through the Church ofGaul, and only secondarily through the Chui-ch of Rome. Even
S. Augustine, although a priest of the Roman Church, was

Son' nl P^^'
archbishopric of Canterbury by a Gallican

bishop, and Pope S Gregory, that holy and worthy bishop,who sent S. Augustine upon his mission, denied the papalsupremacy, and when Augustine wrote to his Holiness to ascer-
tain whet^ier he wished him to use the liturgy of S. Peter, whichwas the Roman liturgy, and the one Augustine was fjilar
with, or whether he should continue to ule the liturgy of S
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!? ?'' "^ *^^ ^''^''^ G''^r«h when he ar-'

rived, S. Gregory replied ordering him to make selection fromthe ancient Briish liturgy. How, then, can we say that the^was no Apostolic Church till S. Augustine arrived / With stern
facts such as these upon the surface of the Church's history in
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ourselves with the strange errorthat the Holy Church of England is a mere sect founded inmodern times by King Henry VIII.. that wicked, proflilte
blood-thirsty monarch

;
or that it was founded by ^ome aood-

ThTwS' ul ^r'^*"'^'^
^'^ ^^ ^^^ ^'"^^ «^ *h« Reformation.
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*^^^5^*y o^»' ^-ight to be called the Church of Eng-

fortn. 1 J^^/.*^.^^^^^
?s a merely human institution existing

for moral and religious reform, with no more authority than I


