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his word or his law, with the solemn appointment ofhis wonship thus forming them into a church for him-self then It was that he instituted and finished this niwworklthe J^avens and the earth spoken of. And at th^time when Peter wrote, this world-i, e., the Jewish Chuilhnow apostatized, was about to he destroyed by fiie afterthe same manner in which that old world had perished inthe deluge. It was by the conflagration of the temple andof the city, that tlie system of that world was dissolvedAnd the apostle commands the believers to look for ano-ther world, tor new heavens and a new earth, accordin^r tohe pronnse of God. That promise is found in Isaiah fxv
17, and likewise, in the same words, in chapter Ixvi. 32Mold,

_

says he. '/ mill create new heavens and a newearth oufer .shall the former be remembered nor come intormnd. In these passages the prophet describes the slateof the church after the advent of Christ, when as if s
exrn^essed m the 21st verse of the last chapter, God shouldtake of he Gentile for priests and Levites, or, in otherwords, when he should institute the gospel ministry. This
state of the church, therefore, was wont to be designated
before the conflagration of tliat second world, as tlio n-J
to come, or the future world ; even as St. Paul teaches us,
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y-.^\«^yi"g. '^'or unto theamjeh hath he not 'jmt mto .»h,,rfUm the icorld to come

of which we speed-'; and likewise in chapter vi. 5, where he'
says, And have tasted the r/ood word of God, and thepowers of the world to come,' Therefore, that first or oldworld perished m a deluge of water; the secSnd, or that
existing in the apostle's time, he declares should perish bv
hi-e; but the future he intimates, was to endure even to
the consummation of time. Thus for Owen in Theoloou-
minus. Lib. iii, cap 1."
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Other examples of thepc figures maybe seen in Eev viwhere "the stars Ml unto theEm th," ^^hich, shows tlmi
itcannotbeunderstoodofthematerialheavenlybodiessince
the stm-s are suns millions of times larger than the earth—in Psalm xi., where "God rains fi.re and brimstone andan horrible tempest on the wicked," where the metaphor
is doubtless taken from the volcanic eruption and liffht-ning tempest which caused the destruction of Sodom and


