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CATHEDRAL CITIES OF FRANCE
down and storm his hill-fortress and add the royal

city of Laon to lands which in those days went to any
man who could get possession of them.

Tradition says that St. Beat, who lived towards
the close of the third century, gathered his faithful

together in a small chapel hewn out of the rock,

over which was built later on the cathedral church
of Notre Dame. This church, according to M.
Daboval, seems to have been still in existence in

the fifth century, and was even then of sufficient

importance to attract thither many scholars who
wished to study the Holy Scriptures. In the

twelfth century the cathedral, Bishop's palace, and
many other churches were burnt down, owing to

communal troubles during the bishopric of Gaudry.
The present cathed has one specially distinctive

feature: the east e: mstead of being apsidal,

follows the English -p of a square termination.

There are other churuics in the neighbourhood
built on a similar plan, which suggests the possibility

of English architects having been engaged in their

construction. Laon is, however, in one important

feature, a variant from the common arrangement in

English churches of the eastern wall. It has there

a great circular window only, instead of the im-
mense wall of glass usually adopted in this country.

The bays of the aisles are four-storied, in pairs,
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