
"'^»:ft";;:W^-:;W:V

DKPAkTUIlKT or THE YATIL HgRTIOB

8 QEOROe V, A. 1918

B*TH*MBTI11C! KaNOK.

There is but littlo iaforination on the .lepth to which Tewlo can work below low

tidfi level in Canadian water, beyond MurphyV photograph of a P>«*.f„'^™J^'"f
which wa. aubmerged two years, four feet below low water at P.ctou. xj.8. ^t Woods

Hole, Mass.. it has been found living at a depth of 13 fathoms* and .n New York

haXurr 586 fathom..» Three well-known rock and clay-boring molluscs are found

in the same general region with Teredo navalin. These are:—

t'ttricoia photadiformit,

Zirfaea criapata.

Saxicava aretiea.

P. pholadiformii appoars to be most common near the inter-tidal -/one. but it has

been drwlged at a depth of 30 fathoms it. St. Marys bay by Dr. A. G. Iluntsman. 1 he

JSUTfange of Z crUpata » from low tide to 70 fathoms in Canadian waters. Off

^Maiue c^ast it is recorded by VerriU* at from 23 to « fathom* At Woods Hole

it «lso oconra at a considerable depth below low tide. Saxicava a*-^**^* »%"°°*^"J^
bpS shell which has a considerable range below the tide line. On the Iceland co«t

it is found between tide in8rk9« while off the Labrador coast it is common at 10 to 90

^'^'n^eyman reported limestone boulders bored by Saxicava which were found at a

depth of 68 fathoms off the Nova Scotia coast.''
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The rook-lboring habit gives to molluscs which practise it a special geological

significance, as pointed out by Barrows' The rock cells of such molluscs gradually

expand as the rook is entered from the smaU aperture on the surface drilled ty the

very yonng shell into chambers corresponding to the sixe of the adult moUusos which

thus leave no avenue of escape for the shell even after iu death. The i.mproibab.lity

of the removal of boring shells by current action to waters deeper or shallower than

the living animal occupied permits the fossil moUuscan rock-bonng sheila to yield

information which is precise within the limits of their vertical range concerning the

depth of the sea in which they lived.
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The genus Teredo has a wide distribution around the coasts of the North Atlantic.

None of its several species however belong properly to the Boreal fauna although

there are outlying cotenies of some ^)ecie8 which are surrounded by the boreal fauna,

r. noTvegica, which is the prevailing indigenous species on the eastern side of the North

Atlantic, affords in its European di8trib>:»:on an interesting example of such discon-

tinuous distribution toward the northern limite of its range. This species ranges

through the Mediterranean and up the west coast of Europe into the waters of

S.W. Norway. But G. O. Sars* states that "the only place inside of the Arctic

iProe. and Trans. N.8. In»t. Nat Scl., Vol. 6, 18»1, P- »T«. tig. 4
^.,.„„, wood. Hole

.Summer. P. B. Ortufn. R.C., Col., U J. A. Blotojjcal Survey of "!« W*tenio<; Wood. Hole

and irtc"nlty. Bur. of Fl.herle.. Bull. HU, Vol. XXXI. Part II, 8eo. HI. P. 702.

s^rSo and Tran». N.8. Inat. of Nat 8cl.. Vol. V. 1881, p. S7«. Ha. 14.
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«. Barrow* A, U Th. O«olo»l« Blgnmcnc of Poaall Rock-Borlw Animal, (read bafor.

the pS^cSb&I Sooitt, of America). Bull. ??'• B'J«„A^.V/"'
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« MollHsrswftWnii Aretiete Norvaslw. p »«, Chriatlana. 1878.


