
p.rt of lhi» valley I hr solid matte, which ,t broutihl d„w„ „.,. d.M.OMl,-d
on the hollom, wilh the rc«ull that the rivcr-bed al on. • hi-^an lo l,r H,».,l,- I

Ihe proccv, was continued until the bed ol the riv,-i w.„ aboie liir leNel ol
the surroundinti eounlry, I he water, naturally, then sought a low.-r leul
leaving the lirsl bed high and dry. This, .„ a l.-w y,ars. »a, .o^ered w, ,.
a lorest ol cypress trees In the meantime the n^er began lo ele>ale it, second
bed. as It had elevated the hrsl. In due course, I'-at also became hlvh.r
than the su.rounding country, was then deserted lor a .hir„ channel and s , ,n
cc-.ercd «ith a cypres, forest. It ill be suliicent to sav that llie third and
all subseriuent channels were treated in the same ,ay as th.- ht,<t two I he
river at o .e fne or other llowcd over every part ol the valley, h coul-l notgo outsde certain hmits because of t-e blulfs. Every ,,art ol'llie surl.Kc was
elevated in turn, and in time the first bed. which was deserted be.au.>- II >as
the I iK.x 1 part of the valley, l.ad at'am beccme the lowest. I hen the ruer
returned to it. and fcjund tsrowing there a forest ol cypres.s trees, ivi-ich it
promptly levelled, a.d soon covered with a layer ol the solid mall,-, br.,u»hldown by tne water. In due cour.e this bed was again deserted, and alter
every other part ol the va h y had been elevated, was a„aln s lu^lil. Knough
has now been said lo en,lbie t;.e reader to .ndrrstand the proces,. The alluvial
mailer o the valley has Ijeen found lo be 528 fret deep, and lo contain eleven
cypress forests 8.-.ow:ng th.it -he rwr has run over seme parts as man as
eleven times. 1 he rale at which the matter is br-iig deposited can be measured,
and IS known. Human remains have been discovered in many p,rts of the
delta, under several of the buried forests, and in one ease in a 'stratum which
all geologists are agreed is older than all of them. The minimum lime which
has elapsed since those remain, were deposited where they were found has been
ascertained m the following manner: The age of a tree can always be found
by counting Its rings ot annual ,no> The geologists took one tree from
each of the buried forest,, counted its ungs. added all together, and got a total
ot over fitly-sesen thousand years. Let it be borne m m'nd that ihi, i, but
he minim'jm age of the remain,. Each of the forests may have lived much
longer than any one of its tree,, longer in fact than a dozen tree,, but we know
It mu,l have lived a, long a, one. Beside,, in thi, calculation no account i,
taken of the long period, which elap,ed between the destruction of one forest
and the birth of the next That enormous mass of alluvial matter probably
took hundred, of thousand, of year, to accumulate. But. taking the minimum
named, it folow, that fitly-,eyen thousand year, ago men lived in North
Americi,. What. then, most we think of the statement tha; m. .. was fir,tmade less than ,ix lhou,and years ago?

But one need not go to America lo find proof, of man's antiquity. They
exi,t here at home._ Near the town of Torquay in Devonshire, there is acavern called Kent , Cavern in : limestone hill. . hich will pr. bably satisfy
the most exacting inquirer. Kent .s Cavern is simply a hole in the rock, with
a Hoor of dissolved limestone, commonly called stalagmite. In order that th»
reader may appreciate the ,ignificance of the facts, it i, necessary to explain
hovv this substance IS formed Pure water will not dissolve limestone, hut a
slight admixture of the gas known a, carbonic acid will enable it Ic dj ,o
I his exi,t, in the air and in plants. The rain, m falling, acquire, a little car-
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