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with which it is equipped, the necessary
technical study of the various options is
to be initiated early in 1976. These deci-
sions, which were welcomed by Canada’s
European allies and by the United States,
constitute an acceptance that the first line
of Canada’s defence is in Europe; that,
though a North American country, it is
appropriate for Canada to contribute to
the defensive arrangements for Europe;
and that, to do so effectively, the Canadian
Armed Forces must have the necessary
modern equipment.

It was agreed that Canada would con-
tinue to make a meaningful contribution to
Alliance and North American defence
arrangements in the maritime area and,
with this end in view, it was decided to
acquire a fleet of 18 Lockheed P3 long-
range patrol aircraft to replace the aging
Argus that has been in service since the
late 1950s. When these new aircraft be-
come available, Canada will probably have
the most effective long-range maritime
patrol capability in the world. One of the
important considerations in the decision
to replace the Argus fleet was the recogni-
tion that a new aircraft, in addition to
contributing to collective defence arrange-
ments, would provide a much-improved
capability for protecting Canadian sover-
eignty interests in coastal waters and in the
Arctic. Although no immediate decision
was required with regard to the renewal
of Canada’s fleet of naval vessels, it was
recognized that decisions in this area
would be required in due course, and a
detailed study of the considerations in-
volved in a replacement program is also to
be initiated in 1976.

In terms of North American air de-
fence, it was decided that Canada would

" maintain a level of capability needed to

meet sovereignty requirements for the
identification and control . of intrusions
into its air-space. The maintenance ‘of
this capacity will, in due course, probably
require the provision of a new fighter
aircraft, which, it is hoped, might be met
by selection of a new aircraft to be used
both in North America and in Europe.

In addition, it was decided that the
future structure of the Canadian Armed
Forces would provide for up to 2,000 per-

~sonnel to be available for United Nations

peacekeeping purposes at any one time,
thus ensuring that Canada would retain
the capacity to be a major contributor to
United Nations peacekeeping activities.

Resources provided

Most important of all perhaps, the Govern-
ment accepted the need to provide the
resources required to equip the Armed
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