Ottawa, March 12,1904,

Birye

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your latter
Of the 20th ult. in which you report that the Kitkahte bend
_at Hartley Bay hae sxpressed a desire to slsot councillors
and be governed by by-laws, and you forward a set of proe
posed by-laws for approval,

In reply I beg to say that the two first seotions
of the proposed by-laws could be allowed only under.the
Advancement clauses of the Indian Act, which are contained
in Part II. Oonsequently in order that thess by-laws
may be passed, it is nscessary first that Part II should
bo applisd to the Hartley Bay band. This can be dons only
by the Governor General in Council as providsd by ssctions
173 and 174. But before a ’feoomndntion fo that efreot
can be made it is considered necessary that the Department

should réoeivg a fomal requent from the band for t%\o

spolication of Part II. ~
' It would hn well, therefore, 1f you would explain
to the Indians what is necessary to be done before the
proposed by-laws can be approved, namely, that they shoudd
at nceuorumtmmmnrtmwnnam
tlﬂl asking that the Advancement clauses of the m “
be applied to them, On this Part of the Indian Act bohc
applied to these mum. they will have the privilege of
holding annual elections and sleoting such number of
counciliors as they may decide upon; and such council ehall

Iver Fougner, Esq.,
Indian Agent, ‘
Bells CoQley D8,
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