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Reference has been made to farm labour,
In that connection, one might quote many
statistics to show just how considerable has
been the increase in the cost of farm
labour. But the increase in the cost of
farm labour is only part of the general in-
crease in wages throughout the Dominion.
I have here a statement prepared in the
Department of Labour, showing the rates
of wages prevailing in the building trades
in different cities of Canada from 1900 to
1910. In the city of Halifax, taking only
the building trades, it would appear that
the wages have risen for the different
classes of labour in the building trades
for those 10 years from 7 per cent to 42}
per cent, depending on the particular class
affected. In St. John, the increase has
been from 10 per cent to 42'6 per cent. In
Montreal, it has been from 24 per cent to
83% per cent for one class, the average be-
ing about 66 per cent for some of the
higher classes. In Toronto, the increase
has been from 6 per cent to 45 per cent
in W{nnlpeg, from 11 per cent to 64 pex"
cent, in Regina from 25 per cent to 50 per
cent, in Qalgary, from 25 per cent to 68
per cent, in Vancouver, from 25 per cent to
66 per cent. These figures, taking all the
classes in the building trides for these dif-
ferent cities, considering percentage of in-
crease in wages, go to show an average in-
crease of from 266 per cent to 55-9 per cent
in the several localities or an aver-
age of 394 per cent, taking the whole.
And with this increase in wages has gone
a shortening of the hours of labour. Of
course, the wage question and the price
?::suon are very closely associated. The

rease in prices has made the ing
classes feel the necessity of gettingwgrnkli!!]l%
crease in their wages. . They have the
smallest income, and with the increase in
prices brought about in this way they
have _haq to supplement their earning
cagzclg' in, some way, and so there has
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the other hand, the increase of wages has
operated_ to increase prices. The employ-
?rs, having to pay more for labour, have
ound it necessary to tack on something
t(l)) the prices at which they were selling
the goqu, and so the two things, wages
ax}xld prices, have followed each other in
what has been described as an upward
spiral relationship in 10 vears. This in-
crease in wages in towns and industries has
operated again on the wages on the farms.
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ment in some parts of the Dominion has
been away from the farms into the cities.
We have been getting more men on the
land in the west. But let us take Ontario.
Mr. James, the Deputy Minister of Agri-
culture in Ontario, recently prepared wan
estimate of the population of the cities and
towns of the province, and he estimated

such as the large expenditures in the last
few years in connection with war and y.he
preparation for war in different countries.
We have had in the last decade three im-
portant wars, the Russo-Japanese war,
the Spanish-American war, and the South -
African war. All of these wars have caused
a large amount of capital, which might

that while the population of the cities and O hargise have gone into productive indus-

towns had increased during the past de-
cade by 294,400, there had been an actual

decrease of 61,858 in the rural population. | penditures and prepara Wil
4 ent nations have been making in the last

few yeara in the way of preparations for
war have also helped to remove from pro-
ductive uses a certain amount of capital
which might otherwise have been product-
ively employed. Of course, one nation
doing one thing necessitates a like action
on the part of another, und in that way one
nation cannot hope to escape part of the
general toll which all nations are helping

to exact.

The rural population of Ontario decreased
from 1,108,874 in 1899 to 1,047,016 in 1909,
while during the same period the popula-
tion of the cities increased from 901,874 to
1,197,274, Those figures of themselves
would help to explain part of the differ-
ence of one of the causes of the rise in
prices, and help to answer the question
as to whether the farmer has or has not
really gained all the advantage which has
come from increased prices.

Mr. BLAIN. That is not @ new condi-
tion of things as I understand it. The
former census showed exactly the same
thing for Ontario for the last 35 years.

Mr. KING. That would only go to em-
phasize the significance of that fact. If
the farm labour had become relatively less
in the previous years, it would, of course,
intensify any effect which a reduction in
farm labour at the present time would
have.

There are other causes which might be
mentioned also. There are causes which in
the long run are going to be of great ser-
vice' to the mass of the people. For ex-
ample, the widening of markets in different
parts of the world. European countries
were formerly receiving much of their
grain from other countries than Canada;
to-day they find the supply in these coun-
tries diminishing, while the demand is in-
creasing at home, and they are 1ookmg
to this country to supply them with the
necessities of life in a larger measure
than ever before, and with impr_o'vgd trans-
portation and cold storage facilities, with
commercial agencies scattered about in the
world, the general policy of trade develop-

try, to-be diverted from it. And the ex-

tions which differ-

‘hat brings me to one other class of

causes. The causes which I have men-
tioned are largely natural causes oper-

ating in accordance with the geperal run
of things throughout the world. There are
two classes of causes, closely .assocmt.ed,
though somewhat different in kind, which

they are not absolutely necessary from one
point of view although they may be of
very great service from another. These
causes are the tariffi and the combines.
The tariff undoubtedly contains the possi-
bility of increasing prices, in this way, that
it limits the field of competition over which
the sale of goods may take place. If by a
tariff wall you exclude commodities up .to
a certain point, naturally the 'possxbxhty
will arise of an increase in the price of some
commodities produced in the country with-
in the tariff wall. It does not follow that
this will necessarily in the long run be in-
jurious or harmful to any one; the effect
of a moderate tariff may be to so stimulate
industry generally that in the long run the
people will be better off, having regard to
their condition, than they would be with-
out it. I do not want to argue at the
moment the advantages of tariff pro and
con, but only to point out that we have on
this side of the Atlantic, so far as the Unit-

ment which the government has taken up,
there is bound to be a greater demand
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ed States and Canada are concerned, prices

1 shall deseribe as artificial, because .




