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ding the reading, intentionally 
wore my seediest clothes.

It wasjustafterWWII that Carolyn Looking around the room at all 
Cassady met up with the begin- the highbrow intellectuals and 
nings of the Beat Generation and stuffed-shirted BMW drivers, I had 
its characters. She married its to question whether they had 
literary hero, Neal Cassady, the read the books. Did it

The first half of Cassady’s lec­
ture consisted of all the problems 
she had getting the book released, 
mainly securing permission from 
Kerouac's wife to reprint letters.

Then there was to be a screen­
play from the book, choice of lead­
ing men (Nick Nolte. . .), possible 
shooting locations, lawyers, par­
ties, etc.

It was a lot like Charles 
Bukowski when he recounted his 
tales in Hollywood all about the 
making of Barfly. They both 
arrived at the same conclusion, 
Hollwood is filled with the most 
vile, conniving, lying bunch of 
crooks imaginable in humanity.

She read right off the page, 
pausing and accentuating at all 
the right passages. You would 
have thought she’d been doing 
readings for years, all the mad­
ness of the Beat days leaving no 
noticeable scars.

The second half dealt with life 
with Jack and Neal, which seemed 
much to the crowd's liking. I’ve 
always had a strange feeling 
about this sort of thing and it con­
tinued into the question period. 
Wasn't anyone concerned with 
lifestyle/time period as Mrs. Cas­
sady

With the death of the pair (Jack 
and Neal) within a year at the end 
of the sixities, no one can chro­
nologize the methods and the 
madness of the Beats as well.

This was Carolyn Cassady’s 
first public reading.

Her book Off The Road had 
been involved in revisions and 
copyright problems since 1973.

by Ron Howe

ever
mean any-

manic Dean Moriaty from On The thing to them? I also thought 
Road. The author Jack Kerouac, about the $10 ticket price and the 
was a lover of hers for a time.

No one can claim to be as close

. 4

general consumerism of things 
and reasoned that someone’s 
money had to fly her over from 
England.

to the two main proponents as 
Carolyn Cassady. And I, atten-

Jack Kerouac & Neal Cassady

more important than asking "Why 
didn't Jack like Hippies?"

Mrs. Cassady also displays an 
interesting literary style, which 
makes me surprised that this is 
her first publication. That she's 
merely alive, or rather very alive 
after a saga like hers is pure tes­
tament to perseverance and sur- 
vivalism with a touch of luck, I 
would imagine. She is deserving 
of her legendary status.

The only question I think worth 
noting is in reference to a state­
ment Mrs. Cassady made in which 
she said Neal had resolved himself 
to death about five years before he 
actually ended his legacy

"He had just sort of given up He 
didn't have any of the spark or 
enthusiasim, and he saw how th 
booze was killing Jack the same 
way as it had his father, and that 
was killing him He just got more 
and more into drugs, started rol­
ling cars, getting more and more 
out of it. There wasn't much we 
thought we could do."

And thus ended the Beat Gen­
eration. as frantic and searching 
for meaning as its creators had 
originally sought.

She presently makes her home in 
London, England.

An unbelievably, spry and 
quick-witted sixty-seven, she 
appeared both motherly and scho­
larly on stage reading with 
involved inflections and many a 
mistake.

When I comment on her surpris­
ingly flawless abilities it is not 
necessarily a reflection of her 
advanced age and seemingly 
legendary stature. This was com­
bined with a mental madness cer­
tainly inflicted upon her during a 
twenty year marriage to Neal 
Cassady.

The reading was part of the 
International Festival of Authors 
what she'd done in the last twenty 
years, how her life had been 
affected?

The legendary status afforded 
Neal and Jack, particularly with 
their premature unusual deaths, 
has obviously influenced a lot of 
people

Since she is one of the few 
remaining people alive who was 
actually there, isn't what she has 
to say about present day things
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