Japanese film tapestry

Richard Zywotkiewicz

Masahiro Shinoda, referred to
as the greatest of Japan’s “New
wave’’ directors, explores
contemporary themes while
engaging. on a metaphorical
journey through his country’s
history and traditions.

In the Ballad of Orin, now
playing at the Fine Arts theatre,
he, like the film’s characters,
tries coming to grips with pure
feelings, natural and instinc-
tive.

The main character, ORIN, is
blind itinerant singer). Expected
to remain chaste, Orin is
banished from the group after
.o remain chaste, Orin is
banished from the group after’

succumbing to the advances of
a man. She submits, afterwards,
to any seeking to take
advantage of her blind
condition.

Finally she meets Heitar, who
neither demands sex from her,
nor allows her to be used by
others. His limitingdemandson
Orin, lead to his demise.
Through a tapestry of beautiful
images, we revel in the natural
landscapes ORIN can only
smell or hear around her.

The film deals with sensuality
on its own terms. Neither
Heitaro’s celibacy, nor Orin’s
insatiable need for physical
love are explained, only the

feelings themselves are
examined.

The filmisphotographed and
directed with rich sensitivity,
never relying on gratuitous
aesthetics. At the core of
Shinoda’s work is a passionate
need to examine Japan and the
Japanese national character
and the political and economic
peculiarities that led to the war.
His military antagonists may be
cliche, yet Shinoda shines
through with an austere
dramatic sense that is a
directorial blessing.

Like mostJapanese and Asian
films, The Ballad of Orin deals
with “man” and his natural
environment, and | hope to see
more in the future.
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UNTIL OCTOBER 10

Ross N. 145 Mondays—
Fridays 10—4:30

Students!

Earn top
commission in
your spare time.

Unlimited income potential
Commission/referral basis.

Service industry, no
products to promote.

Call Cathy:
Days—368-1032/3
Evenings—482-1081

CAPTURE
CONTROL
of your
behaviour

You sell your soul an
inch at atime
—get it back through
SCAMP

Sign up for the Counselling
and Development Centre's
SCAMP:80 Group starting in
October (Self Change and
Management Programme).
This self-directed action-
oriented programme helps
you to work more effectively
toward your goals.

Come to an introductory
presentation and discussion
at1p.m.,on Wed., Oct. 8, 1980,
Room 115, Behavioural
Sciences Building. If you
can't make this time contact
Charlene Denzel, Room 145,
Behavioural Sciences
Building, phone 667-2241.

Our get together for your get together.
Molson Pleasure Pack.

12 Export Ale.12 Canadian Lager. In every case, two great tastes.
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