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Some guests couldn’t leave Spain

Handful of students attend Spain conference

Bethune College was the sight
last weekend, of a conference
called “‘Spain: 1936-1976”. The at-
tempt of organizers was to deal
with “the social and cultural af-
termath of the Spanish Civil War”
and to present a total picture of
Spain as ‘it exists today through
the country’s history.

To this end, Gloria Montero,
chief co-ordinator believes the
conference was a success, par-
ticularly because it brought first
hand reports from Spain-today to
conference participants who could
assess the present situation.

Presentations and discussions
took place on a large number of
issues linked to Spain. These in-
cluded the impact of the Spanish
Civil War on literature, its key
role in uniting the left in Europe
and North America and the war’s
contribution to medicine. Cultural
presentations of poetry, film, art,
and theatre, of Spain also oc-
curred, along with a discussion on
the struggle of the national
minorities, the Basques, the
Galicians, and the Catalonians.
The Basque struggle for liberation
has been recognized as crucial in
the exacerbation of the dic-
tatorship of Franco, and now
plays a role in threatening King
Carlos’s regime. Over half amillion
Basque workers were recently on
strike to protest the death of four of
their comrades during street
battles against the police.

The presentation that served as
the keynote address was that of
Rafael Ribo on “Spain: Today and
Tomorrow”. He attempted to
describe how the ‘“‘myth of roman-
tic Spain” actually hid the rapidly
developing industrial state. This
he said, was especiallytrue in the
Basque and Catalon regions,
where the process of urbanization
and the intensification of work
created extreme labour militancy.

Ribo, who described himself as a
“‘social democratic lawyer’’,
stated that it is generally un-
derstood that the King has no
power, and that the power comes

from Franco’s followers. No real
change has been made in Spain
since 1939, he said. The present
struggle according to Ribo was for
three demands: “Amnesty for
political prisoners; political liber-
ties and rights; autonomy for the
national regions of the minorities.
This, he believed, could not be
delivered by the present regime
and this meant, “if change could
not come, the masses will become

frustrated, and violence may
come.”

Ribo said that the struggle was :

for democratic rights which would
be obtained through democratic
means. If he joined a government
in Spain, based on democracy, he
would oppose occupations by
workers of factories, like in Por-
tugal. The revolution was losing
there because of this, he claimed.
“If you agree to play the

democratic game you have to live
by the rules.”

The conference was not without
problems though some speakers,
tentatively booked, had to bow out
because they were unable to leave
Spain. Observers at a number of
sessions also noted that only a
handful of students were present
at the conference and it seemed
that the conference was not able to
reach to far beyond the academia,

to make it a truly broad
educational experience. Bethune
College Council allocated $2,000 to
the conference, however, ap-
parently no definite role was
played by students in the direction
and goals of the conference. This
was perhaps reflected in the fact
that nothing beyond petition
signing and letters of protest were
proposed to unite with the struggle
in Spain.

“Orchestrated attack on poor”’

900 gather to protest cutbacks

By GARY KINSMAN

Over 500 people gathered at the
University of Toronto’s Con-
vocation Hall last Thursday to
protest the Ontario government’s
cutbacks in funding to the social
services.

Speakers from a broad spec-
trum of the social sector were
present to criticise the govern-
ment’s programmes and gather
support for a demonstration at
Queen’s Park planned for April 3.

ATTACK

John Williams, spokesperson for
the Coalition Against Cutbacks
who organized the rally, claimed
that, ‘“‘the cutbacks in social ex-
penditure are part of a carefully
orchestrated attack on poor and
working people.”’

David Archer of the Ontario
Federation of labour was present
to voice union support for the fight
against cutbacks and said that it
would be the working class who
would be hurt by any social cuts.

Chris Harries of the Ontario
Federation of Students called for a
“strong movement against the
cutbacks, able to unite ordinary
working people, students, and
other members of the com-
munity.”

HOSPITAL WORKERS

Also present was CUPE
representative Tom Edwards
speaking on behalf of hospital
workers in Ontario who face im-
mediate unemployment due to the
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closing of many of the provinces

" medical facilities.

Citing the recent closing of Doc-
tor’s Hospital in Toronto, he stated
that this type of decision demon-
strated the lack of any criteria for
the closing and charged that the
decision to close it was because its
“high proportion of ethnic groups
would allow them (the govern-
ment) to get away withit’’.
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