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Flashback on violenceA With RICHARD HUTCHINS
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The article.What is the basic principle for the two party domination 
in Canadian politics, and why is a party such as the New 
Democratic Patty rather ineffectual in mobilizing support 
nationally? This question is one whose answer lies in the 
make up of Canada's federalist system and the elitist struc­
ture of political parties and affiliation which has been 
historically reinforced.

Canada is a federalist system with very distinct federal 
provincial boundaries in legislative powers. This distinction 
allows for a federal Liberal government in Ottawa with no 
provincial Liberal counterpart governments. This 
phenomenon con be attributed to stronger provincial sup­
port for third parties and regional representation. The Parti 
Québécois, Social Credit, and N.D.P. have all been able to 
form provincial governments at one time or another, but 
hove never gained a national support base. This can be at­
tributed to third parties' representation of regional - provin­
cial needs. The Parti Québécois could never gain federal 
support since it represents a French minority; the N.D.P., 
although respectable at a federal level, has been more ef­
fective at mobilizing provincial support.

The federal government lends full support a third party 
politics at a provincial level since it keeps many regional 
issues out of the federal perspective.

Our elitist based liberal and conservative tradition stems 
from over a century of domination. Fundamentally, there 
are no radical differences in ideology between the two par­
ties and elections ore decided on political issues and policy. 
It is ironic that our political system is rampantly controlled 
by patronage. This system of patronage defies the in­
dividuals who speak out against party policy and usually 
relegates them to c backbenchers, making them ineffectual 
in policy decisions. The issue of patronage has allowed a 
stranglehold domination by the Liberals over the last 14 
years. I feel the future will see some changes in this elitist 
domination and Canadians v M lean more towards party 
notional policy than affiliation. At present there is no no­
tional party in Canada. We have Liberals in the east, and 
Conservatives in the west, if we are to have a truly national 
party, representation must reach from coast to coast. If the 
two party system is to stay, they will have to solve this pro­
blem of regional representation. If not, the growth of third 
parties may give rise to a system such os that in Brition 
where there are four or five major parties. I trust coast to 
coast representation is the goal of both parties. If not, then 
v/e are not a nation but a fragmented, regionalized con­
federation. I support third parties as a pressure outlet for 
Canadians to show their dissatisfaction with two party 
bureaucracy and domination. Pressure groups are an im­
portant determinant of government policy and third parties 
con be very effective as pressure groups._______________

by CAMPBELL MORRISON 
Brunswickon Staff 

On November 30, 1967,
there was a teach-in at Head 
Hall on 'The Morality of 
Violence’. Speaking were Pro­
fessor Stephen Patterson of 
the UNB history department, 
Mr. Robert Lockhart, a broad­
caster from St. John who had 
visited Vietnam, and William 
Pepper, author of the con 
troversial article "The Children 
of Vietnam". Professor Patter­
son opened the teach-in by 
defining the topic, then Mr. 
Lockhart und Mr. Pepper ap­
parently spoke on violence 
without reference to or 
acknowledgement of Professor 
Patterson's opening remarks 
or each other's comments; but, 
more probably, the article's 
author didn't write until a few 
days after the event when 
memory was fading. At any 
rate, the article did not do 
justice to an obviously heated 
active discussion.
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Disarmament speaker
Mr. James Stark, Founder 

and Director of Operation 
Dismantle, will present the 
third in the 1982-83 series of 
Guest Lectures at St. Thomas 
University,
December 9, at 11:30 a.m. in 
the Edmund Casey Auditorium. 
The title of Mr. Stark's lecture, 
"The Choice for Mankind: 
Disarmament or Annihilation," 
is taken from the final docu­
ment of the 1978 United Na­
tions Special Session on Disar­
mament.

Since founding the Ottawa- 
based Operation Dismantle in 
April, 1977, Mr. Stark has serv­
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Government to sponsor a murderers, rapists, and 
resolution for the Global thieves. All of this, it cannot be 
Referendum on Disarmament denied, exists daily in 
at the United Nations General Fredericton.
Assembly.
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When is violence justifiable? 
Members of the public, How much violence is ap- 

students, and faculty are in- propriété? 
vited to attend Mr. Stark's lec- Violence is only justifiable 
ture. There is no admission when it is retaliatory. A victim

can use violence justifiably to 
defend against unjustifiable 
violence. The appropriate 
amount and type of violence 
should not exceed that which
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is being defended against. 
There is much unjust violence, 
but if it is dealt with justly then 
there will be less. Merry 
Christmas.
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Vt •' j yj -■Am 1 Last Saturday, MacKenzie 
House organized on event for 
the Third Century Fund. They 
held a pub whose profits went 
to the Fund and a good tur­
nout, between 150 to 200 peo­
ple throughout the evening, at­
tended.

A few weeks ago they decid­
ed that they should do 
something for the Third Cen­
tury Fund so the house commit­
tee then started to organize 
the fund raising event. They 
learned a few things from 
organizing this pub.

Next term they will look at 
the possibility of holding 
another event for the Fund.
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