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Hollywood bas failed to kick the new yoar

off i tyle as ths frst weekend saw the open-
ing of Hesad Office -a film that tries to bo a
et soedy and a sercus social commen-
tary, but fails miserably on both levels.

Had Office isthe story of jackistsuel UJudge
Reinhold>). Jackis a laid-back business stu-
dent iWho, upon gaduation,'is hired to work
for iNc, the stuesimos povesfulcompanyý
and one that mnakes everything faons ladies
halr remover to nuclear warheads. What Jac
doos't realize isthat he has been hired tobe
used as a pawn in a littie squeeze play INC is-S on lacWi father, the senator.

Once âa INC, Jack iearns flrsthand about
the cutthroat world of big business. The plot-
revolves around whether hoe wiff becoie-
one of he-anoral robots in blue suits ançities
or wheter he wlrieabôve them.

HoaQd Office hs trylng to mals. a comment
ont the moral depravity that currently ails,
Amnencan business, but it wields its satire
with ail the delicacy of a blunt instument.
On his tirst day on the job, jack h esoeirted
by fellow employee Max Landsbefger
(Richard Masur). Throughout the day Max-
barrages the greenhom withcuteaphorisms
-1ik: "Neyer make a decision. Thse minute.
you do you're screwed." or "Nevér volun-
teer, neyer contact, nevet talk- ta anyone
uniess you absolutely have ta".-Aso, later In
the moviejane the bitchywoman executave
(played by Jane Seymour) delivers a pithy
monologue on hôw power corruptsthe besi
of intentions. It would have been nice if this
film dld a better job of showing- us these
probiemis radher than just elling us about

The cast 4ma bunch of cardboard cutout s

Aw egtatun .no».

with few distinguishing characteristics. ln
addition, 1 don't really understand why Riclc
Moranis and Danny DeVito are given top
billing because both are gone before the
movie is twenty minutes old.

The comedy is rarely cornic in this film.
Liké the satire ih also wields too heavy and
obvious a blow. One example of this hs when
DeVito is unceremoniously cannecj and is
later seen falling past a window on hisway ta
an undignified death - face down in a foun-
tain forty floors below. ln another scene jack
wanders by an offic- where the previou.
occupant bas just hunghimseit. Netthew of

these scenes is particularly funny and, morE
disturbingly, Head Office is treating the ver)
real problemn of executive stress in a mor-
bidly glib fashion.

Head Office, a film about corporations b)
corporations, is an exampte of how films'ar
now packeed like other consumer pro-
ducts. The film fits a specific pattern: ligh
comedy, shallow social message, romancx
between the lead and some woman, and ar
exciting action finish complete with gunfire

Head Office is slickly packaged, appealinj.
to the lowest common denominator, offen-
,sive to few but appealing to none..,-Il -.

revlew by Gflbert Boudwdr
Godard's Hail Mt#ary should b. picketed,

but for artistic reasons.
At the screening 1 sat through in great

pain) people were getting up ahd, walking
out an hour into thermovie, not as a result of
theological outrage, but because of bore-
dom.

To be blunt, the movie is a snore. ltes not ail
that cinematically interesting, has no. real
narrative, 'and is chockfull of secondrrate
theology.

The movie shows potential early on when
it zeroes in on a young innocent Mary and a
loutish uneducated joseph coming to grips
with a miraculous pregnaricy.

But interest.ing and strong themes like
predestination, Christian faith,and the wiIl of
God forcing _its designs upon Joseph and
Mary, get lost in a flurry of disjointed images;
second string philàsophy, and nudie scenes.

It can be dlone. Norman jewlson's Agnes
of Cod treated an almost identical subject
matter and theme (a virginal innooent nun is
impregnated by God) and produced a sharp
in-focus film, with a vibrant story, and cdeàn
easy theology. In Agnes the characters to%ç
themselves into biblical and religious debate
with- clear and defined terms, while Hall
Mary's protagonists talk about ants and toss
themselves into endless (meanlngless),
monologues, and bouts of badi poetry. '

les long, it's pretentious, and if it wasn't for
the unholy stink being raised by certain reli-
gious zealots in town, the movie would have
died the slow painful death it deserved,

Whether or not the movie is blasphemnous
rm not going to debate, that l'Il leave to the
priests.However, 1 will state thatHail Mary is
_certinly abad film, and that is afar worse sm.
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A NEW. WAVE DANCE MUSIC SPECTACULAR

RETLJIMNG FROM LONDON, MUNICH, FRANCE,'
ITALY AND NEW YORK! -

JANUARY 23 & 24, 8:00Pm
SUB THIEATRE

Tickets now available at ail BASS Outiets
PRESENTEI) 1W SU13THE~ATRE CONCERTS

For further information cati 432-4764
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