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<1 Shh ç>lths Will Pass Away
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1bed Sir Rebert Borden's bair turn
KreY te -white during the fLve years
> been ln the press gallery. And I
"0 man 'who bas se-t beside, or beblnd
t time aspires te succeed hlm either
e Conservative Party, or as Premier

I. lu act, I venture tbe opinion that

~wbo e-spires te thie leadership o!
>atles bas "'too mucb ego la hi&
le a giant's Job. There may be men
the Position, tlirougli lack et appre-
responsibilities wblcli muet dervolve
wbe takes it, but their very iack cf
liet unfit t-hem fromn thbe start for the
'e undoubtedly professional politiciaxis
I 'wlo believe that t-bey could bandie
rwor, a-nd tbe rudder ot state, but t-le

e- professionai politician. I take it
r5hip of any party duringthe comIng
k whtcb migbt mnake any man quail.

le added the inevitable possibility of
le prospect must be even more formld-
be-s bad statesmen In the past at the
,ffairs. And tbere fiever was a time
nu 'woré more needed at the bead ot

I hy are 'to-day.ý Frein t-be national
lie there are probleme for tbe cree-tlug
eselonal poîlticians bave been largely
Tbhelr solution cnetbe loeked fer

>liâl 'POlU-tclans, but tromn statesmen.
Pre'blemns have been added ln tbe past
'ttoUe-l Probleme, -wbleh w Idtli of vision
r Obare-eter only ce-n 'hope te cope wltb.
ania federal leaders haeas e

er own volition. Presidents ln t-he

e elected; Premiers ln Canada, as
Sir Robert Borden -weuld be bappler

1W office e-t Haelitfax. But Sir Robert
'wil agent. H1e didu't seek the position
b. 'Vas pitobferked luto It, and lce

I iY say, wltb e-il humllity: 4«Here e-m
Sir Robert lias been ready -on maiiy

ce te resîgn; imit caucus--nd Lady
1 revent-ed hlm. And 1 thinlc the saine
baek down the une, of Ce-nada's pro-

t-hein bave asplred te t-be position.
r!!etive party bas aI-raye ad trouble lu
~keing leaders lu the Federal arene-

[Id Of tblrty years a-nd more t-be L-bore-I
a but ene-Sir WiltrId Laurier. Iu t-liet

ý! t-hue the Censorvative party bias bad
Il si-Macdona-ld, Themeeon, Abiet,
11-r, a-nd Borden! Who nIll be t-be next?

THEREFORE:

Sir Thomas White is P*cked as

SECOND MAN UP

To Sir Robert Borden
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Ottawa Corresponldenlt Manlitoba- Free Press,

,gre-ced Palliannt for only eue term. But despîte

thbe cemparison 1 veuture the belle! that Sir Thomias

White bas more tliau an even break lu t-le runnlng

for the next muan up, though, mind yeu, I don't be-

lieve t-liet oither muan -aspires fer the te-sI.

Certain t-linge muet b. recalled at t-bis point to

justlfy rny contention. When the tîdal wave of Sept.

21, 1911, swept the Libr-I party off its foot, aud

Sir Robert Borden wae- ce-lied on to form a cabinet,

ho bad e-t least eue juan fitted for tbe important

task or Finance Minuster- Sir George Poster bad

beld tliat position under ne lese than five premiers-

Macdena-ld, Thempeli, Abbett, Benweli, aud Tupper,

aud had been fine-cial crltic lu opposition for uearly

fift-een yee-re. Surely ho was the muan for t-he te-sk.

But It le related t-bat t-ho flrst slate prepared by Sir

h any -portfolio! Wben tbe final siate was pre-

ed lie had secured the portfolio-lot of finance-

of trade and commerce, a far less important one.

T. White, a Toronto financier, and a man twenty

ars bis junior -in years, and thirty years bis junior

polities, w'as chosen to supersede hlm, and given

ebanner departmneft.
WVhicb pro ves my contention that neitber premiers

r cabinet ministers are elected as sucb, but are the

Uis of caucus, and clrcumstance. Sir George

)ster possesses many of the qualities wbleb go te

ake a great premier. He is cultured- He is a

Illant orator. H1e bas vision, and Imagination, If

does nlot possess entbusiasm. H1e is a bard

orker, and a fine student. But I venture tbe opinion

at as Tom Wbite superseded blm for tbe position

Minister of Finance, Sir Tbomas White wiIl super-

de hlm If tbe two men ever figure iîn tbe question

successorsbip to Sir Robert Borden. Sir George

oster miglit maice a goad. premier; but I don't tbinc

a-would make a great leader. And a man must

ad to be a premier.

FIHN thie war le over old shibboletbe -will pass

~Yaway; many old faiths will be abandoned

y' the man -who would be a national leader. For

àat reason -I belleve that the mnan who aspires te

a«dershlp sBiould be »a man wbose political 1tenets

Emearl:party Politican» are flot interwoven witb bis

eart strings. -Âý ne-w Interpretatifln of the National

ollcy, for Instance, may ho necessary. And tbere

re ýseme"Wbb tblnk, that Sir Thomas White bas

Iroady put a broader interpretation upon It., In any

ase bis beart strings are'not too tlgbtly lnterwoven

ritb any party doctrines. Ris acceptanceo eth te

Onservat4ive falth "synclironîzes" wlth bis reception

cito the Bordefi Ca'binet; before that be was a Llb-

rai. Disraeli was a Radical once; Gladstone bad

lonservatve tendoncles on a time; Borden, Whitney

nd Roblin are ail "turncoats."1 So tbere are many

irecedeuts. And 1 bellevo, tbougb I stand aubjec.

o correction, that both Sir Robert and Sir Thomas

lefected on the recipro<'lty %sue.

ln tact, Sir Thomas5 Whilte le no politiclan In the

party senseo f tbe word, and tbat le one of the

~ea5QIi wby I tbln< be nigbt be-the juan to solve,

le probleme created by tbe party politiciane. Hi%

very worst -performances ln tbe. Heuse bave been

wben be bas espoused tbe party cause and taken up

the role of defender of the taitb. H1e ln net at bomne

on tbat Job, and it doesn't becoe hlm.

Lawyers bave predomiiiated among the Canadian

leaders of the past. torden ls a lawyer; Laurier is

a lawyer; Macdonald, Âbbott, and Thompson 'were

lawyeris. Bowell was a newspaper muan; Mackcenzie

was a etane mason; Tupper -was a medical. doc-tor;

Sir Thioms White le a lawyer, nowspaper muan, and

tuaucier.- 1e studled la-w at ýOsgoodo, and te put

lmself tbrough -worked on tlie repcrtorlal staffs ot

tbe Toronto Telegram and the Toronto News. 11e

wou the gold medal e-t Osgoode, and 'wae taken enta

the Toronto AssosËement brandi. H1e iised te appear

before the Court of Revision on behlf of thle city

inu connectien witb protests against tbe assessments.

And he -won for bimesel! a reputation.bere, mont ot

those wlio appeale *d being satIsfied atter Tom Wbite

got tbrougb tbat their assesmient w'as not iglier

lnstead of lo-wer. Mis succese bere led to bis being

taken an the staff of tbe National Trust Company.

Àud troin there be came te Ottawa. Since tben hie

bias been seeiug te It that e-very Individual Iu Canada

le assessed.
Tom White bas growu during the te-w years tbat

be bas been bere. H1e 1e no-w Sir Thomas White,

and be -wears bis boueurs -wel. H1e bas ra-ised more

money durlng the past t-wo yeamrs than any Finance

Minister In thbe past considered i necessary te ralse

In treble the tie. 1 a= led te believe that in moat

cases lie flnanced wvell. Ris budgets are a- model at

concîseness and clearness. 11e is a great student,

and le one of tbe balf dezeu men on thbe front bondies

of the Conservative Party wbo 'wouldn't starve ta

dent-h if you leclced bim ln ,a llbrary for be-if a day.

Of necessity he ie a student net enly of national, but

et international affalrs, for the money markcet le In-

fluened by me-ny thinge. H1e bas dlgnlty and

preseudO; be bas forcefulness e-nd logic; lie bas yeuth

and entbusiasilU be bas imagina-tien, a-nd a certain

vision. If ho grows as fast lu t-he next live years as

be bas lu the pe-et iftve, 1 do net t-bink that I will

need te apolegize for having placed hlmi lu the front

rauk cf those wbo me-y aspire te lea-dership ln Canada.

Ile le the one "beet 'bet" as the next me-n up lu the

Coneervative party.


