
The Death Leap
l' Taie. of a Deâdly (3amble n the Wild
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!BEPLN K thie fox cub, et.
,m<ter th sulent stars ini the
big white Vorld and listened.
Re b.d corne fer and fast, and
lie wu hungry, yet upon him

*'~e fear of the U imown, for this
'wu ew e hlm.

EigIit <Iês ago Fireflank had lefI 1the
eesn fielde and pine woods of hie native

4,bad lef t hie father and mother, and
sioteri and brothers t<> seek fortune on
lm~1 own. He had turned hise tepo north-
waM"jj tow»ad the bine hille-lopung,

lopirg, mile after mile, sneakung u"der
cov& where and when the. dawn foungi
hi=. Re had caten luttle during tlisi

-ýlteAtuma migration, for hie waft afraid
y horribIy afraid'of th1e fox-hounds that

lhad cisee& hie sieler and him-that b.d
'hally pulled hie sister down though lie
dId ýot know il, within sight of their

4 »u!ery -home. So Fireflank, alone, home-
jesé, hbd fied int the heart of the. munu-
tains, viiere thie eceful wuniter evening

fddhlm, as d er,, among the loce.
reoks of the1 Garolgomne Wood, lie had
*rcaay balf decided bo make hie home.

."e t under the sulent stars, I say,
&t bis dcen mouth, his big cars aooek,
dsrlng himeelf to eneak'down mb to th

~alytowards liaI white-walled home-
st!earose; the river. MA, hour agolh.
hâd heard t1e honking of geese and the
cackling of poutry fromn away ý>ver
tiers, but lie bha& also heard th1e about-
Ing of a man and the. barking of a dog.
Fircfank was very young, or hie would
-bave waited titi lafter midnight, but now
kis himnger ked him on, and down, towarde
t" noiey river h. mIle, sneaking ini
aud among the. hazels Iil h.e reached 1the
bmuk. The thunder of heavy waters 1111.4
the alrthe treee aIt the river edge were
4i bearded and caked with frozen spray,

.but leapink from rock to rock, where a
6l4e step might, have- meant dieaeler,
$feffai* gained the. other aide. The ides
of hsvng 1the river between t11e regien

9fhienig 2CU7 raide and the, place lhe
aiuae ycalebis home appealed le bis
eative Instincts, thoughh.e did nol juet
kliw why.

There was a light in th1e farm window,
but aleo lier, was wafted on the. stili
air s deicieus whiff of poutry. Fire-
:ank kept hie eyes upen 1the light. *t
semed to draw hlm. Frein far out, ini
the. centre of t1e field, lie saw the farmer
and bis family eeated over tbeir supper;
the fox euh snarled a sulent 'enari, then
making a detour lie got te 1the back of

the. farmn buildings whence came th1e
muet of 1the fowl, anib neaked ini under
lhe orchard gate. Ail wae white snd
ient, and there-O0 delighl 1 esat 1v.

plumnp reosters, huddled logether on th1e
branch of a plum Ire mot lwelve feet
frem the ground.-

Fireflank drifted under th1e brancb and
looked up with shinung golden çyes. The,
fowle mnoved unnpasily, and their 'nove-
mente seemed to excite hum. He yapped
twice, two sharp metalie "yaps," and the
foolish -roosters, unslead of ting tight,
began bo edge out lewards the. end tof the.
already overÈtrained branch. "Yap-
yap!" said Fireflaxik londer new, for in

is excitement lie baid forgotten th1e
fariner and bis dog"-"Yap--yap-yap!"

One of thé roosters flutlered, began le
tuée ils batanpee, and tien, flullering
weaklY, slowvly subsided backwards tilt
it swung head down, in the1 most absurd
inanner imaginable, stifl anging on fran-
licallY by ils feel. Firefly fairty yelled
with gice, unakung desperale uittle jumps,
though hée knew il was only a malter of
limie ere the rooster fetl bo meet hum.

At that instant th1e farmner rose from.
bis supper. "'Whýist-ye!" bie mutlered,
threater.ing to cuf one cf his boys, then
11ie held up bus hand"in a gesture for
silence. Ail of them listened. The dog,
basking before the peat fire, pricked bis
cars, and assumed an attitude of intent-

mess. "Yap-yap! Yap-yap-yap!"
«"Yd's a fox" said the fariner in an

excited whisper. He snatelhed bis pin
frOm Under a rafler in the oak ceiling«,
bis dog, was at uis side, and as hée opened
the door lie Whispered-"Fi'x him, Neli!"

Neil shot silently forth, for she knew
as"'weîî as anvone whaî was amiss. The
Word "fox", was associated in lier mid

*with many s brealies c has. in lthe
epring of the. year whm4hen, ai.nd ber
mauter filept out on 1the hile to guard
the newly boni Iambe, and Neil knew the.

*ways of nuoimtauu foxe. So s.11,ali.
ellently out, swift as an srrow, untend-
ing te take the. thief by surprise.

"'Yap-Yap!" ye1le4 Firefiank, and at

lt moment 1the braneh on which the
fol spt gave an ommuon creak and
broke. Down came a veritable avalanche
of chickense acb sodead with lerror
thaI it, feUl like a etone, and Freflank
found himsecf 1the centre of a, hsil-stormn
of deecendung riches. They landed inh>is
face, andi on hie ncck, on Ise back, and
like 'a littho cýcldme h. whirled 1111e way
snd that, sending ùp a loud of powaery
enow, and deaing death at every snýap.

Over the boundary wail appeaied a
sbadow, sna had net Fircflaiîk beei4 tee
buggly ecenpicd h. would have seen a
vision of bristling hair sud- naked f ange
bearing pdil-meil upon him. As it wae,
h. did not see Neft tili .he actualy.
collided with him, rolling him over snd
over amidet a maeletromn of chikene, eut-
timg hie shoulder witi 11r fange. ]But
Neil overghot au~d was tee, slow in tunu-
ing. liia a instant Fireflank was up,
dartung 1k. a slreak of Igbt for the, gale
through which h. b.d corne. He wriggled
under it., and Neli, at I he vry heele,
coflidd heavily with th1e bars, for the.
space was toc, amail for her te foilow.
811. l two priceless seconde ini attempt-
ing i;t, then blos two more i seramblung
over the waIL Away went Fireflsnk,
Jioathng essily over th1e snow, keeping th
the shadow of the waiand headii baek

towrdstheirierwhie te armer
etrove -i vain with hie rusty muziee
loader te gel a Une ouw thei drifting
shadow.

The. heep dog wa very fast, and aI
th1e very river margin, as Fireflankva
about le croses.11e turned hlm--O fruit-
legs lriumph!-forcing hlm to, run dowih
stre&m. Frirefiak knw h. coud hbrw'
11r off among the, loosle roeke ef Garol-
gome Wood,, ge cross lie river ho muet
et ail hazards.

His chance came and .1 took il. At
th1e very brink of 1the f ail, wtiere the.
entfre waters of that wonderf ni river
teppleover a clif f ly feet ini depth,
111r. la a single, ponle bonider pro.
truding abeve th1e angry flood, med top
negt -the. surface of 111.1 boulder was
sparkling with ýice, affordung scarcely
suheient f oothold for a 4f. Il vas a
tremendous leakp for a Young fox,- but
for Firefisnk il was neck or nothng. He
*floaled ont acroas th1e sngry Ilood, scelm-
ed ecsrely te pat the crown of lie
boulder with hie dainty pawa, tien
floated Àon, and up-up ite 1h.e ha4ows
of th1e friendty Garolgome.

Neil also leapt, but the.. boulder vas
poinled and coaled with ice, aS I Oay.'
Immediately below wae 1the vaterf ai,
aud below liaI .1111 was a whir1pool, inte
whièh whole trees sometimes vanushed te
coeeUp as splinlered drif tweed.

High up iun111e wood, aItihe moulh
of a crevice among the roc'ks, ail draped
and fcstooncd wilb masses of mosesud
weird growths of ferne, Fircfiank eal
with loltung longue and lietened- HM
pursuer was gene. Some minutes lter
th1e fox cuh stote dowu b 1the water'a
edge and looked. 811. was net tiiere!
lae chased bis tait a round or twe, crossed
th1e river higiier up, stole into th1e orchard
and picked up the plumpest of hie kilt,
white two fields away h. coutd hear th1e
farmer caling-calling for hie deg.

It was late that night wheu thé man
relurned, sulent and heavy heartcd.
Sometling aI lhe inistie door atlracled
hie attention-it was Nei'ef004d bowl,
filléd with dirt scratched up from under
1h. snow and scaltered broadcas. 'The.
indan knew the sigu as that of a fex's
utlérmest contempt, and as 11e swore
heavily unider hie breatb licre sounded
f rom two fields away Fireflank'e "Yap-
Yap of mockery.H

Sweepfiigly lriumpiauit hhough lus
first raid b.d been, Fireflank had sense
cnougb net to visit the farm a second
lime. Il ,%as too neair bis home in Garol-
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growh-older folks for vim-foo
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