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hillsadjoiningit. The ides are very precipitous, and the bottom qùite level and all covered with beautiful
grasa; there is no creek flowing th h it, or even the appearance of anyirééent one. 'To miles up
in it, towards the north, there is a eamal lake and another valley branching off from it, whièh we crossed
four miles further on,, in it there.is a smaU creek, six feet wide,.and one foot six inches deep. The
track turning to.the north soon cornes close to "Le grand coute de la gros butte," and continues along
itfor'nie miles. -

The scenery Is now very wild and beautiful; the valley, the bottom of whieh is eighty feet below the
general level of the country, cuts through ranges of bills, many of them 160 feet high, and winds
round the base of others, sorne bare ani.rugged and some covered with poplars. There are many lakes
of various sizes which add considerbly to the pictiresque beauty of this peculiar region, the favourite
baunt of- the moose and red deer. .

. Travelling on five. miles more we reached the top of. a hill, where suddenly burst on our view ayast
undulating prairie, stretching away to the Assinniboine and Little Souris. The track, which had been
very faint for. seme time,bere became quite invisible; it was thought advisable therefor> to return to
where another une had been séen branching off seme six or saven miles back. Having regained it, we
followed it for eighteen miles, still among the " Blue Hills," crossing the low ridges and viningthrough
the valleye between the high hills, several of tham $00 feet high, and around many pretty lakes, -wlen
we then came upon the open prairie.

From this acrosso he Assinniboine is thirteen miles. The prairie is thickly spread over with low
willows, and is swampy in many places; there are but a few clumps of young aspens to relieve its bleak
and dreary aspect.

Tbe veley of the Assinniboine, where we crossed it, forty miles above Prairie Portage, is about one
mile and a' 4%arter wide; its si4s are much broken and indented. The poplar and oaks, which it is
full of, are ail young, .none exceeding fifteen feet in height, aud there are no trees of any kind along
eithert side fo*r manmiles. The river is at this point ten chains' inde and three feet deep, and has a
bard- gravell* bottom, so thàt wne forded it very easile. On the north side *of the river are the sand
hills tlrôug hichwe passed last Juie. '1he forest, whose-southern'limits I have asc'rtained, extends
twenUy miles ii.bove,,Prairie Portage along the river where, where it ibén dies away. I remained at
Prairie Portie three dayshaking explorations of the forest, and obtaining information concerning it
from some people who were well acuainted with it. I found that the good timber groivs ncre'ly alongthe river in width from lilf.a mileo three miles; beyond that the wod is exactly similar towhat it
is on the south side.. Here and th g. among t)pyoungpoplars are eoli:ary' oaks at loig intervals, nany
of them two feet in diameter,.the wmnants doubtless of a fine forest. About eight miles back from the
river there is a large clump of balsar spruce, .bit wvhich-are all small. The following is a list of the
different treos and their dimensions, which form. the -band 9f good timber along the river. Oak, 2 ft. in
diameter; aspens, 2 ft.; balsam poplar; 2 ft. 9 in.;' elm, 1 ft. S in.; bass wood, 2°ft. 6 in.; ash (very
fewIft. Th'ere isan abundant supply of oaks straight and tali, I ft. 6 in. in diameter; and of balsam
popla, 2 ft. On the "1'embina Mountain " there is smae gond timber, including tamarack, not found
.elsehere, which only averages, I am told, 9 in. in diameter.

In my final report I hope to give a more detailed nd specifie account of 'the-country -that bas been
examned. . .

Your, &e.
Professor H Y. Hind, 4$igned) 'JAMES A. DICKENSON.

&c. &c. &c. *
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Extract from. Toronio " Leáder," Dc. 14, 1858.

STEAMBOATS ON- THE· ED .RIVER, THE SASKA'rCHEWAN, AND LAKE .WINIPEG..

(Fron the Chicago-Press.)
We liad the pîdasure of an interview a day or- two since with- Captain 'Blakely, the wel-kiiown

pionéer of steamboating on the Upper Mississippi. During the 'pat season Captain Blakely visited
Red River of the nortli,.tô ascertan hy personal examinâtion ivhether that streammày. be successfully,
navigated hy steamboats.' The *result,of his observations was bighly saisfactóry,.there being in bis
opinion sufficientdepth of water for easy navigatiohi tbrougliout the -se.bn from Lake Winipeg t the
mouth of the -Cheyenne Riv<r, a distance o'about 850 miles.
SVe have ol)served a stateinérnt in some of the neWspapers, representing that Captain Blakely will
put a steamer upou Red River next season: At prasent we think he entertains no such purpose.
Should the Husonliay Company be expelled from dia country wvatered by the Red, the Assinniboine,
and the Saskatchewan Rivers, a provincial -gernment be %ranized, and tliatvhole region be thrown
openby the British Government to immig;ritn--and all this within die, next three montlis-then it
would snot surprisé us at all if Captain llakely's steamers should be. ploughing file Red River next
season. wBut such speedy action is not to be expected- from that government., Downing Street bas
just b1en tô learn eomething'of the reaL.earacter of the British'Possessions'lying West of -Canada;
anilpsibly D*owning Street interests are not unrepresented in the. Huddon Bey-.Comyany: ' Bit
wheder so rppresented or net, the circumlociition office must fake its time. Then,-there is another
mattei to be adjusted before American steamers will be placed upon Red River. The provisions of
the Re'ciproeity Treaty must be extended thither, and this will require-more tire.

\Ve had supposed that -ateamers désigned to navigate Red River would have to bc built tpon its
banks, but Captain Blakely informe us that they m'ay be taken acros tie Minnesota River. The
portage is only about half a mile, and the expenditure of one or, two' thousaid 'dollars Ail open a
channel acroessufilèient deep to float a steamèr .in times of'high ater. It 1828, the érops baving
bòen destroyed in th*e Selkirk settlement by high wt's three Mackinaw boats loadd.'with grain,.wère


