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hills adjoining it. Tho sides are very precipitous, and the bottom quite level and all covered with beautiful
+ thero is no cregk flowing through it, or even the app of any, t one.. Two miles y
in it, towards the north, there is a small lake and another valley branching off from it, whith we crossed
four miles further ons in it thero.is & small oreek, six feet wide, and one foot six inches deep. The
track mmi;ﬁmthe north spon comes close to Lo grand coute do 12 gros butte,” and continues along

it for'nine miles. S . . .

‘The scenery is now very wild and beautiful; the valley, tho bottom of which is eighty feot below the
general level of the country, cuts through ranges of hills, m‘;a;Iy of them 150 feet high, and winds
round the base of others, some bare anll ruggedt and some covered with poplars.. ‘There are many lakes
of varioussizes which add considerably to the picturesque beauty of this peculiar region, the favourite
haunt of the moose and red deer. : . .

Travelling on five. miles more we reached the top of. a hill, where suddenly burst an our view a vast

dulating praitie, stretching away to the Assinniboine and Little Souris. e track, which had been
very faint for. some time, there became ?‘uiw invisible; it was thought advisable thereforg to return to
where another one had been scen branching off some six or seven miles back. Having Tegained it, we
followed it for eighteen miles, still among the “ Blue Hills,” crossing the low ridges an \ving?:l:fthmugh
the valleys between the high hills, several of them 800 feet high, and around many pretty lakes, when
we then came upon the open praitie. : L -
m this across to the Assinniboine is thirteen milés. The prairie is thickly spread over with low
willows, and is swampy, in many places; there are but a few clumps of young aspens to relieve its bleak
and dre: ect. ° . : . L

The v l\};sr(’)f the Assinniboine, where we crossed i, forty miles above Prairie Portage, is about one
mile and 2 quarter wide; ita sides are much broken and indented. The poplar and osks, which it is
full of;-are aﬁ young, none exceeding fifteen feet in height, and there are no trees of any kind along
eithert side for manyymiles. The river is at this point ten chains wide and three feet deep, and has a
hard gravelly bottom; so that we forded it very easily. On the north side of the river are the sand
hills through*which we passed Tast June. ‘I'he forest, whose-southern limits 1 have nsé?ﬂained, extends
twenty miles‘%boverl’rairie Portage along the river where, where it thén dies away. I remained at
Praitie Portdge three daysinaking explorations of the forest, and obtaining information concerning it
from some peogle who were well acquainted with it. I found that the good timber grows merely along
the river in width from half.a mileRo three miles; beyond that the wood is exactly similar to'what 1t
is on the south side. Here and th%q‘ among the-young poplars are solitary’ oaks at lon{; intervals, many

-of them two feet in diameter, the Témnants doubless of a fine forest. About eiziht miles back from the

. river there i3 a large clump of balsam spruce, but which-are-all small. The following is a list of the
different trees and their dimensions, which form, the-band of éood timber along the river. Qak, 2ft. in
diameter; aspens, 2 ft.; balsam poplar; 2 ft. 9 in.;" elm, 1 ft. 3 in.; bass wood, 2'ft. 6 in,; ash (very
few) 1 ft. T}lem is an abundant supply of oaks straight and talf, 1 ft. 6 in. in diameter; and of balsam
poplar, 2 ft.  On the “Pembina Mountain” there is some good timber, including tamarack, not found
elsewhere, which only averages, I am told, 9 in. in diameter. -

In my final report T hope to give a more detailed and specific account of ‘the-country that has been
examined, ’ . . . .

.

. . . Yours, &e. . .
- Professor H.'Y. Hind, (Signed) ~ JAMES A. DICKENSON,
T &ke Koo &e -, C X . o A :

1
“Enclosure 2 in No. 3.
Estract from Toronto “ Leader,” Dec. 14, 1858, -
STEAMBOATS ON THE RED RIVER, THE SASKATCHEWAN, AND LARE WINIPEG. .

. - (From the Chieago-Press.)
. - We had the pléasure of an iuterview a day or. two since with' Captain “Blakely, the well-known
ioneer of steamboating on the Upper Mississippl. During the past season Captain Blakely visited
gled River of the north,-t6 ascertain by personal examination whether that stream™may. be successfull
navigated by steamboats. The result of his observations was highly safisfactory, there being in his
opinion sufficient-depth of water for easy navigatioh throughout the-seasbn from Lake Winipeg-to the
mauth of the -Cheyentie Rivgr, & distance of about 850 miles. I
We have ohserved a statemént in some of the newspapers, representing that Captain Blakely will
gut a steamer upon Red River next seasonm: At S,rcsent we £ink he entertains na such purpose.
hould the Hudson: Ba{ Company bé expelled from the country watered by the: Red, the Assinniboine,
and the Saskatchewan Rivers, a provincial government be Srganized, and ‘that whole region be thrown
open by the British Government to immigration--and all this within the. next ‘three months—then it
would .not surprisé us at all if Captain Blakely’s steamers should be. ploughing fhe Red River next
- season. ®But such speedy action is not to be expected-from that government.. Downing Street has
just begun ‘to learn something of the real character of the British’ ossﬁssions‘l ing west of Canada;
. and. possibly Downing Street interests are not unresi:'csentcd in the.HMudéon Bay:Company: ' But
whether 80 represented or not, the circumlociition office must fake its time, . Then, :there is another
ratter to be adjusted before Ametican steamers will be placed upon Red River. The provisions of
the Reciprocity Treaty must be extended: thither, and this will require more time. ) :
‘We had supposed: that -gteamers designed to navigate Red River would have to be built upon its
banky, but Captain Blakely informs us that they may. be taken scross the Minesota River. The
portage is only about half a mile, and the cxpenditure of one or, two thousand ‘dollars will open &
channel across'sufficient’ deep to float a steamér in times of high water. In 1828, the crops having
béen destroyed in the Selkirk settfement:by high water; threo Mackinaw boats loaded- with grain,.wero



