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(Connicatione intended for this Departnemit should bc
addressed to Amis? Tffly, care 31AMEY PRSS, MaRSSey Street,
Toronto.)

THE JOY 0F GIVING.
OMEBODY bas wisely and truthfully said

thg, thc raftperail is ol a itinthe way o
that hcl r ea pls ol a ift fhe giv.o
expressing that precious declaration that

bas corne down to us through the centuries, IlIt is
more blessed to give tban to receive. "

It le not bard to answer the question, IlWhat

shall I give ? " if one possesses a purse which bhas
that rare quality of nover becoining quite enipty.
The shops seein crowded more and more eachi se&-
son with Christmas goods of every kind, and one
must be hard to please if a suitable present for eachi
and ail friends cannot be found. M.Nany of us, liow.
ever, must make one dollar do the work of ton, and
it is for the benefit of our gift.givers, whose love
of giving is so, otit of proportion to their means,
that we present the accompanying hints on simple,
homne-made Chbristmas ofl'erings. Those, too, wvho
have reoently asked for crss.stitch and other pat-
terns, will find their requests granted in this paper
in a way whicb we trust will beiiofit others as woll.

To a doer of fancy wvork, and her naine is legion,
one of the various pretty devices for holding the
work and inaterials cannot fail to be acceptable.
One of the prettiest work.bags wve have lately seen
is shown by the illustration (Fig. 1). The paste-
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board box whicb forma the foundation, and which
inay be round or square, as preferred, is fivo inehtJ3
iniheiglit. It al)ould be firsL covered and lin ed witil
camnlrie or satine, which cait bc most neatly doue
by takting the hox apart, covcring each section in
turi, and ,Joining the odges by Ilover an(l over "

s9eaminig. If dosired, the botroin, inside, inay be
perfurned byrnoans of a layer of waddlin, thickly
spriiikled with sachet powder and place( betNeeon
the pasteboard and lining. Whien this ledoic take
a stri p of canvas as %vide as the depth ot the box,
allowing a verq littie for tturniug the edges neatly,
and long cnongh to extend uround it ani joi.
Work on this any chosen pattern in cross-stitch,
using worsted or silk as prcferred ; then put it in
place oi tihe box, over wvhicb it should fit tightly
onoutgli to be perfeotly. smooth, and catch it invi-
sibly along the upper aud lower edges. A strip of
Satin ten luches ývide and proportioned in length to
the )uize of your box, le turned in and ehirred Su
form a uarrow frili on ones edge, by whicli iL. i
joincd to Lime box ; on tho other an inch muid a haif
ivide hem is turned ami a mun made above for a
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