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NATURE A ND THOUGHT. on

Oar wood and field, the heavy clouds, low buug P

In leaden folds againat the casteru sky, be

A sombre sbadow cast; a bollew sigb n
Did move among the trocs, wbose branches flung
[Incertain shadc upen the waters dun, m

That crept witb siuggib paco and waveless tide r

Toward the plain-cheerlese and dark the sceno. T
A gnarled reot my seat ; in tbotsgt I tried a

Fros. the duil world te turu away and glean th

Seme slace sweet in fancy's regicu wide.
1 ope'd the poet's page that long bath been re
My constant jcy-a living thought eut-leaped. P
I raised usy cyca, and le! ou every side i

The eartb in fleeds cf golden iigbt was steeped. cc

Chtait am. HEN;LEIG.

COI? JESPONDIENCE. v

MAdIIINEtY TuIE SERtVANT 0F uUMANITY, ANDS NOT

ITS MASTER.

To the Editor of Tua WaaK:

SR,-We can net tell how long a tise must lapse

before the accepted teachý,rs cf the people in Canada, in th

place cf presenting te their readors wil-studied goueralities, lu

valuable in their ewu way, ou the principles cf kind and '-

Christian deaiing, wiil soarch eut the fonms cf heneficent di

action most auited te the borror tbey are ccmmenting upon, of

and courageously doclare the imtmonse urgency aud pro- di

sont need cf certain forma cf protection for the lives cf fu
the people. .a

We wait for moral and social changes, and do wbat wo 01

can te basten theni, sud if the above specuiaticn cf mine a

lias something cf the platituede about it, I can only say: I hl

will try, before this correspoudence is closed, te be more t

particular iu suggestion. d

The protection cf tIse lives cf tbe citizens fros the dan-

gers cf travelling, ou wbat until the era cf raiiways used te t

ho called the Qneen's Higbway, would in past tises, witb t

many imperfections in the methoda, bave been considered e

net înerely a matter cf urgoncy but cf public boueur. t

Te-day, tbe railway companios aud their commentatorsh

combiuod have brougbt us b;ack te the verge cf barbaris i

and the tises wheu cvery man wassbis own defender. To a

rua imminent risks and te eacape froîn thes are the t

achievementa moat te ho prized, accerding te the uow and i

spurious public sentiment which bas becu irnported into s

the tbinking-habits cf the people. Iune other way could9

wo get auch an example as the foliowing, in the ghoulisb i

ridicule witb whicb the road-couduct cf the poor ladies f

whose snelancholy immolation bas already been set forth in I

those columus was treated by a railway official. Mr. - t

said te a Wilness reporter Il that the accident was regret-

table, but that tise ccnspany w'îs net te blame. Anybodyn

who kaows that part cf the country is aware that it isP

perfectly love!, and that the headlight cf a train could be

seen a long distance. But it is very singular wbat a notion

somle wcmeu have that a herse cau beat a raiiway train. t

I bave been on the eugiîîe severai tises mysoif, and seon1

womeu taking the greateat risks in crcaaiug the track ina1

buggies. There is a notion amncgHt seule women that

when they get behind a herse ail tbey have te doe se te bout

and use the wbip, aud he'I beat tise train every tinse."r

The trained officiai, toc mucb, we admit, in the touee

cf the tise, seenîed te thiuk ho had triumpbantly settledt

the question. As if the ruder seX (id net run the same

risks, and did net even more frequently become the vic-

timssof tbrm. And as if, O indurated offiiai ! wernen, in t

ail civiiized communities, till now, had net been a aipeci-

aily prctected class. These are the real horrors cf cur

time, the forces in daily operatien that turu human bearts

inte tone; tîsat block the way cf administrative refermas,8

and suppiy feoliali expedients and untrustwerthy nsake-r

ahi!fta for ail social i8ecies. \Ve must tell our zealous

officon that these sbocking calamities are the fruit cf rail-

way developsent iu that lineocf uncbecked aud short-

sighted philistinis that the thiug bas taken; sud thati

they are madle possible by defective law ; but haviug thei

slnd fixed, just usew, more on the remedies for than the

mero denunciation cf au order cf evils, the exact parallel cfi
which ne fermer tise bas ever bebeld, I ncw brng oee

more narrative in ail its impresaive details witbiu the viewi

o! the readera cf Tua WEEK:

THE L ATENT OM CUIENT iISCUS'EiD.

It's asto)nishing wisat rimks people will non," Raid Detective Boas,

of tise Grandl Trunlç Riiway, to a Witncss mail this uîorning, as the

former ' with CnrouerJounes, Dr. Lanctot, a jury, and a crowd of

Grand Trunk officiais, visited the scene of the accident at the St.

Marguerite Street cro8sing yesterday.
"Wh îv, haif an hour after the accident yesterday there ivas awf uiiy

near being another at the next crossissg. A sman was driving across

in au express. A train was cuiming. I shouted and signed telii,.

Ile î,aid n attention. I thoni slouted t) the ongineer, who puiled

up t he engl. otherwise there must have been an accident.
That accidents lu this district are isot fan more freqluent than they

are i8 surpris.iug. The whoie track is as open as a field. Men, wortsen

and childnen waik a cross it ani aiong it just as they please. There

is oiy onue man for thirteen switches, and it was just by accident

that he happened te be preseut yesterday te wann the sman before the

accident and te note the circmnastances of it.
"Il wouid take the whole city police te stop the traffic, " said

.Detective Boas.
1''There le suneiy a crying need for protection at these crossing,"

the Witnegs mi, renarked t,, the agent, Mn. Stone.
IBut uuderstand that these are not pusblic streets," the aget

replied. IlThe1 are farsuers' crossisgs. The (suiy public street in

St. Henry is N otre Dame Street. If this wene a public treet the

mnunicipaity wouid soon make us put up a crossing. The hy-lae's

state that thene must be protection at each ailway tnack which
runs across a public street."

But Mr, Stone admitted that there was a large pedestrian traffic R3
n ail these streets througli which the track rail, and that it was not
rotected, either by gates or watchxnen.

James Prescott, the switchman, and two mon named Poirier and h
Sere were prepared t) swear that they all ehouted to Poitras to keep F
ack as the train wa, coming. His lUttie nephew will also testify, if

ecessary, that he had to dissuade him from crossing.
Coroner ,Jones, after hearing Dr. Lanctot, who des cribed the fatal ei

juries to the littie girl's head, adjourned the inquest till to-morrow 0
iorning.

D)r. Lanctot says Poitras %vill recover.
Large numbers iof people visited the scene of the accident to-day.

The waggon, sinashed to splinters, lies to the sonth, and the horse, with

ahig jagged hole in its side, fifty feet away to the north-west side of fi
the track. 1

1 will not trespass upon your space to-day, by offering a
emarks upon the foregoing, especially as we need more
publiec discussion of the means of cure for these diserders

n the body politie ceming upon us in the half-developed 1
condition of our railway enter prises. Our readers, I hope,b
will soon get in toucb wvith this vital question for our con-h
nunity, se that wc may report more rapid progress in a
'iow of the oarly meeting of Parliarnent at Ottawa. Saliesu
Populi summa le.' X.

THE RAMBLER.

A NE W romance by Clark Russell! As soon as yeu
1.open the book, the swirl and the surge, the rush and

ho riot of the sea are upon yeu. Wbat is bis litorary t

aothod f Out of the ocean, a few merchantrnen and a i

motley and of ton ill-assorted crew lie bas constructed a 1

Lozen matchloss, evor-thrilling and ever-varying sea-stories t

of great truth and beauty. Stately periods of rhythrnic,
descriptive prose, alternato with dialogues between care-

fully executed portraits of strongly drawn nautical types
and landsmen and Iandswonîen no less finely cut. Ast

often as ho has described a sunset or a sunrise, a storm or8

a wreck, a rnad Captain or a gracicus young Englishwoman,1

ae can al ways prosent to you some novel and faitbful varia-
tion of the picture or the type-the combinations of this

dexterous artist seemn without end. Hie bas nover changed
his style, nover wandered frcm bis chosen subject. With 1
tbe calm consciousness that ho is read for tbat subject and J
that stylo, be goes on in the even tonor of bis way seaward,t

ever seaward, and we board bis dubious Indiamen and sit atî
the table witb his scowling' Captains, and jestie in the cabin t

his mutinecring steward, and gaze tbrough fiold-glasses at

distant spectral wrecks, and become marooned or get cast

adrift, and float about for days on the open sea, and take
turns at the wheel and pulls at tbe grog and walk up and

down ail nigbt under a sky studded withi the glittering
stars cf the soutbern zone, and visit marvellous reefs of

ginting coral and tropical islands of delidous verdure and
drink fameus wine out of pirates' pannikins, and travel,
finally, to scenes that could only bave heen painted by the
nost ardent o! imaginations, assisted by those realistic
touches which abound in ail his books.

Wbat doos this remarkable monotony imply 1 Surely

net a want o! versatility, of catbolicity, but rather a pre-
pondorating onormious mental pressure in one enthralling
direction. Ho is the Jules Verne of the sea. There wero
nover penned in our language finer descriptive prose poriods
than some o! those scatterod throughout "lThe Frozen
Pirate," "Maroonod," "lThe Wreck of the arosvenor," and

perbaps "A Sailor's Sweetbeart," and the last novel, Il y
Shipmate Louise." In this most recent sea-story there is,

it is true, very little that is fundarnentally nove1 , but the
rearrangement cf well-worn types and situations bas been
effected with wondrous skill, so that the rnad Captan and
the avaricious ship's carpenter, and the beautiful Engli8h
maiden and the well-conducted bhier, always more or les
of a lay figure, are made te do fresh and thrilling duty
throughbebt ween three and four hundred pages of exciting
narrative---in itef no inferier achiovomont.

"lMy Shipisate Louise" is well worth reading, for
episedic effeet, drarnatic suggestion, extreme naturalnless
and vivid colouring; aise for sorne analysis of character,
notahly that of the haugbty though noble Louise.

I flnd in Mr. Arthur Weir's "Sonnet " o! last week's
XVEK a very tirnely tbought. 1 amn not now referring te

the sonnet itsolf, construction or melody, but only the
raison d' être of its appearing. He is porfectly and alto-
gtither right. To depict Nature in the usele8s modern way
at prescrit in vogue seems te me rather idie work most cf
it, and the result but poor stuif. We want a littie more
study cf the beart and seul cf things, a botter acquaintance
above all witb the methods and beliefs cf Wordsworth.
Strange te say, the Sonnet itscîf, wbich, for centuries, w:îs
only reverently and sparingly used te express and contain
a precieus thought or a leading idea, bas become the stock-
in-trade cf overy ruiner peet, who mitkes it serve bis
slenderest purpese, wbatever that may be. One looks in
vain for a tbought in bosts cf modern sonnets, there is

but a picture te off,ýr. If the reader bave the seoing oye,
all is well. lie will translate the picture into tbougbt by
sympathy with his author, by knowledge-occult and mys-
torieus-of wbat the poot tried, and perbaps failed, te soe.
But for the majority of mankind this translation process is
toc subtle.

The world waits for a few masterstrokes. It wants its
pootry in the Original Manuscript, straigbt from the band

c f God. It is cenfessodly tired cf Typo.Written verso,
careful, picturesque, but cold, having ne Gospels te ofler.

There is a plan afoot te unite, the twe Paris Salons this
iyear and for holding a joint exhibition on the Champ de
1Mars. The Athenoeum remarks in consequence that the

Rgs'a I Academy, taking notbing fres the nation and witb-
ut public aid, maîntaining an art univorsity cf sonie
.undreds cf students is far worthier and safer than the
French body.

As might be expected tbe chief-perhaps only-oppon-
unts cf the fusion are the authorities and friends cf tbe
>ld Salon.

Tbe "Latest Portrait " cf the Laureate is pbotegraphed
fres a painting by Mr. G. F. Watts, R.A. Out cf a dark
Rensbrandtish backgreund, the donied bead and soiemu
awful oye look at you. The face, lined witb care and
travail cf high thougbt," cernes eut in startling and almost

ghastly relief te tbe prevailing sombreness surreunding it.
Looksng dloser yeu perceive sesetbing very like laurel-
branches in tbe dark cf the obscure shadows around the
head. A fittiug setting for the noble lineaments se dear
and fasiliar te tbe wide world that will one day be called
upon te omu rn i.

Mrs. Besant lias been lecturing lately in Dublin on
The Class War." 11cr Ilsplendid oratery " is the therne
ofmore than ene enthusiastic cerrespondent, and bier dress

Ls described as faitbfully as if she were any ordinary mcm-
ber cf fashionable seciety. Tbis should be very distastefual
te Mrs. Besant. However, sbe certainly said soe exceed-
[ugly sensible tbings. IISir, what bave you got te sup-
port my daugîster 1 " Mrs. Besant very uaturally remarks
that in a few years it is boped ne such demeralizing
question as the abeve will be heard, densoralizing te hier
sex, perbaps also te the other. For in the depeudence
and humiliatiug position cf mauy woen, who are obliged
to ask cf sonse man every penny tbey speud, Mrs. Besant
sees an occasion for the selfisbriess and narrcwness cf the
male being.

CANADA BEYOND THE MOUNTAINS.

L OOKINU out f my windw next narning frens an

upper storey cf tbe Clarence llctel-a fine specimen cf
the cemfcrtable, beuse-like, unosteutatieus Englieli inn-
a delightful prospect met my eyos. Beycnd the roofs cf
the city, haîf burîed in i rcb green foliage, riscs the
gloricus range cf tbe suo výcappcd Olyrnpian mountains,
rosy and glisteuing in the stin-risc glew. In tbe nearer
distance the strait cf Juani de Fuca leads the great Paciflc
into the muner and the outer Isarbour, and environs the
city with lake-like expanses cf the fairest waters. An
extracrdiuary climate conspires with tbeso lcvoly sur-
rcundings te make it attractive ahl the year round. The
sof toniug influence cf the great Japan current moderates
tbe winter te the tetmperature cf the soutb cf England.
No ice is formed suitable fer use. Frcm the saine carrent
proceed coeling breezes te temper the summer beat. I
never saw such a wealth cf flowers as adera the Victorian
homes. The sweet peas thiekly bloensing frcm the bottcm
cf tise vines te the eîgbht eof six foot, the rose trocs display-
ing net înfrequently frons 100 te 300 roes each, and con-
tinuing te blocm late in December. Amoîsg the orna-
mental trees, tbe meuntain asb grows luxuriantly, reveal-
ing great bunches cf deep-red bernies amidst its deep
green foliage. A New Yorker whc bas tried it writos
home : l If any citzen will bring bis fansily boere fer one
sunser, hoe will find that Victoria ccmbinses in itacîf more
advautagcs as a aummer reoet than any witb wbicbholi is
prouably familiar." Net a mosqaito-so tbey say-and
the petato bug net yet arrived. 1l must testify, however,
te 8ecing a goed nsany canker-worins pendant from the
trocs, and te tell the truth, 1 saw ini eue o! the gucat neems
cf the Clarence Hotel several creatures werse than mes-
qtiite or any ether living tbings tbat eught net te be in a
betel. They were three yeung panthers cf the ceugar
variety, about twice the size ef aine-day kittens, and
beautifully markod. A young man cf Victoria was asow-
ing thons in a basket. le bad just cerne in wîtb a friend
cf hie frein a hunting, exppdition in the weeds cf XVancouver
Island. They saw iu the distance a full-grown female
panther just disappearing in the undergrewtb. Retracitig
bier tracks tbey fouud iu the hollow cf a troc three young
cougars net yet having got their eyes open. Witb their
iRemington rifles carefully cbarged and cocked they ro-
treated safety te, their boat with the youug brutes in their
clame pockets. It was the owner's purpose te bring them
up by baud and sel! thons by and by te the London Il Zoo" for
$50 a pioce. The drives about Victoria are peculiarly enjey-
able, net enly because cf the geod road8 and tihe variety cf the
water prospects, but cecause cf tie charruing bornes tbat
eccupy the wide-spread suburbs. After emergiîsg frein
the business centre, instead cf dity lets and stoe fronts,
with brick rears lookiug acrosa bigb-fenced kitcben yards
into the neigbbours' back windews, we find bome-like
reservationS with large front yards, vendant lawns and
ample breathsing spaces. 'The bouses, although fer the meet
part inexpenaive, bave a villa leok that redorme thos
frons the air of vulgar cbeapness. The prevailiug fashion
is tbat e! a ono-sterey bouse, broad fronted and deep in
tb@ roar, with high f:)ur square rocf, the apex broken by
a lauteru or railed platferm, and the sides relieved by
ample porches or broad verandabe., Many cf the residences
are higher and costiien aud nicher in ornamontation, but
there are noue cf the stunning and pretonticus order that
challenge admiration by their multiplicity cf tcwers,
pyramida, gables, peaks, big-bellied windows, and other
devicos for destroying the elegance cf simplicity and repose.
Victoria is remankable for tho multitude cf its cozy beomes

xzàâijLý


