
2 Recollectionsz of William Allingham.

The eldest child of the second family is the fall, famous far and wide as a salmon
a daughter. leap:-

It will thus be seen that William Alling- The silver salmon shooting up the fali,
ham cornes of a stock in which genius is Itself at once the arrow and the bow."not rare. Indeed, we could mention seve-
ral of his more distant relations whose And higher up another fall; and higher
ability has acquired for them an extended si a Ad these three as ter
reputation. Almost all of them, whether ve ina wld , w oe as fo
actively contributing to the world's wealth the de ory orin, wi aay off
in literature or art, are distinguished by ther, the can s i up ainh
uncommon culture and good taste. sand joig

So much for the family; now for the Baniod usic.
birthplace. But o on th ite peoie hill.

Ballyshannon, as the word signifies, is What a onr tor bu ingo" a town on a river." It is beautifully situ- eve growin Aein (includin of
ated on the River Erne, which carries to the course Canain tow a as it se
Atlantic the superfluous waters of the lake in the natiforatousan ys
of that name. In the " Emigrant's Adieu," i e beieve he n erecors ceray
which is found on page 259 of the Boston
edition of the poems, Mr. Allingham so it looked over river and plain to the far
has given a graphic as well as poetic pic- mountains when Brian fought at Clontarf
ture of the little town and its surrounding and, no doubt, contributed its contingent
scenery. The river, over which is a fine to the Irish host which there defeated the
old bridge, divides it into two unequal "proud invader." The tombstones in the
parts, which in character are very diverse. Abbey tell his tale at least; and gauntly
That to the south is, with a few exceptions, towering, skeleton-like, above the bridge,
composed of wretched houses and peren- are walls which were old hundreds of years
nially filthy streets. The northern portion ago. The street which there begins is called
is built on the acclivity of a steep hill, Castie Street. The Bank and neighboring
which finds its apex in the Episcopal houses are built on the walls of the old
church. From the church, which stands stronghold which gave it its name. The
on the site of an ancient Danish fort (the Bank was also the dwelling-house of the
neighborhood of it is still called the Forth) manager. There severai of the Allingham
a fine view is obtained of the town and family were born, but not the older ones.
surrounding scenery. And there is not The latter were born on ýhe "MaIl "-the
a spot on which the eye may rest to which "lane to which Mr. Allingham alludes

eiter omeautentc hstoy ' in bis "Duam." But in the "Bank " theyeither some- authentic history or some
weird legend is not attached. Away to the iived from a period to the writer imme-
south are the " Leitrim Mountains, cloth- moria!, tili some years before the death of
ed in blue ;" and between themn and se Mr.Alingham, senior, in 866. In the house
river stretches a piain-the Moy-as ful next to the Bank, towards the river, he who
of glorious associations to the fervid Ceit writes these recollections first saw the light.
as was that of the Trtad to the imaginative And on that very ground long ago the
Greek. For there, in that very plain, were great O'Donnells of Tyrconneasone ot
fought the battjes of Fingal and his warri- whose descendants stilt live in the neig-
ors, of whichOssianteHomer oftheGael borhood-feasted and fought and fell.
-sang with such fire and pathosW On this The Irish have an innate veneration for
very "Forth," and ail down the slopes to ruins very bard to eradicat. Stragging,
where the river meets the sea, are the raths ruinous wals and heaps whic to the Cis-
and cave-sheiters from wiiich the fierce Atlantic eye would be an abomination, it
Vikings sailied forth on their rutwless is considered in Ireland litt e less than
raids of pillage and murder. Ôften and sacrihege to touch. And much valuable
often in childbood bave we tempted their ground, even within the precincts of towns
dark and treacherous recesses. Below is is thus encumbered. Very often supersti-


