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am ii t barngo te ed-, cf the future, it
abundant fuiher opportunities for research. Even

,hemistry% lias onilyý a partial, although important,
play in whait arohr isc rmchanical or mietal-

1 proctesses, the7 opportunities are lairge. For in-
soeof o1U COmmon Plants, and weed, of the

~capale of exNtenlsive culIvatio)n, mnay yet furnîsh
-fa fine gradle suitable for high-class paperi<, or for

'ectly forl, or Mixture with, silk g1ods, or for

CANADA ANI) WEST INDIES

)rtation Facilities Must Be Improved-HaiIax
and St. John

~e MnayTirnes
rhe- subiect of dloser conmercial relations bctwveen
ie Briti-h WVest Indics and conitiguous Bishterri-
ference, 1o which appeared in a recent issue of The

Tie-san opportune onr for consideration at
and particularly now 'that Býritishrs everywvhere
arranginig thiri post-war trade programmes,. So

nada o)d the British Wcst Indies ire conceriied.
'try hias -orrmmodities, the other need, and which
~xchainged.i with mutual profit.

thîs fe-el ing of mutuial itefrcst w\hich led to tht
mn 1913- of Canada's preferential tariff to the British
!s ind to tht adjoiing colonyv of British Guiana.

tariff thcre bas been an increased developmnent of
eon Canada and the Bri'tish Wesýt Indies, but this
cornpa ratively NmatI, If onur manufactuirera and

vert thoroughty aliveý to the importance o! their
i tirade connection, ai the necegsary transporta-
its; were availabte, it would be much larger.
e tht fiscal year 1917, tht exporta fromn Canada to

tWest IJndiea arnounted to $5.i79,o8, s ce-
$4,134,90î in 1016. Imports from the islands

much greater increase the figures fo-r 1Q'7 beingR
;, as airainst $6,354,oQi in loi6.

alvsis of the. export figures shoýws increases in coal,
trfinK, plank-s and boards, butter, canned or con-
ia.n and milk, flour, cerea-ls, potatoes, clotbing.
ruga, fertilizers;. glassware. rnbber tires, boots and
Is, steel mnanufactures, harniess leather. paper,
ps, trunks, automobiles and househeld furniture,

uas a deccea.se in raes, pork, maclctrel, plckled
mn, scantling. staves, onts, peas, biscuits, broom5,
itt 5 of automobiles andI carniages and inanufactiresý

inatter of importa fromr tht West Indics, increases
~n beas, cocoantîts, cocoa., coffee cxtract, feathers,
uits, bonty , lime juice, sponges, nutmegs, sugar,
iretable5, wax, cocoa beans, dyecing articls drus
pper. tht decreases being chiefiy notliceable in mo-

bides, oranges andI grape fruit, bark extracts and

a a Advocate, in discussing improved commer-
nswitb Canada in a recýent issue, remarked that-

inot lbe too strongly pointed out thact this one niar-
If tht Britishi West Indics, la comparatlvely close
s waitlng fo>r further development, andI pos stases
t advantages, that the merchants there (in Canada)

ydesirous of havîng more extensive and closer re-
h us and that, already, 'rJhroixgbout these colonies,

active branc-hes of two teading Canadian bank,
issist %vith information and banking facilities in

it these advantages would be
ith sucb transportation con-
uick steaznship services be-
the British West Indics- f2.çt

mxrewith wool to give ai dIoser texture and a more
aittactive and wvarmer mtecril than' the prcsent union
goods. Th dl'icvr wýould be very important if, b>'
somec chemnical or miechlanical 1process, or both, the curl
which is characteristic o-f sheccp's wool, and whîch chiefiy
gives, rime to the warmthfl of woollen mtraby creating
air interspaices evrwewithi simila-r effeuct to, that -of th(-
double wvindow, cold bw ,omimunicated to any other sort
o-f hair or fibýrc \\vIlih i., jvîal in quantity.

ing those via Ne okand Bosto)n. There muiist also bit
cold storage facilitios, coçol, ventiilated accommodation, es-
pecially for fruits, in both steamsh;Iips and cars, rapid sail-
ings and pr-ompt hai;ndling of cairocs.

These resuits c;tn be olytaîned only by the utilization to)
ilt fullle-st cxtent of the, advantages possessecd by the Cana-
dian ports of H-alifax, and St. John. Bathl ports are open the
wý%hole year round, B(>th have close connection with central
Caïnadiain points;, St. John having two tratiscontinental lines,
the Canadian Paâciflc RZailway and the Canadian Governmnent
Railway, w:hileHliv has thr Canadian CKovernment Rail-
wçav. There is practically liitie differecc iii the ocean dist.
ances; between Hialifax anid St. John and the West Inidia1 Ia-
lands, H1alifaix having the advantage in the run to Bermuda of

21miles. Againrt this, St. John bas a decide-d advantage in
the matter of land haul, bv both transýcoyntineitail Unes. By
th,- Canadiani Paicific, 'the rail and ocean mileage, from Mont-
rea-l to Bermuda via St. John is 1,2s4 miles, while via Halifax
and the Canadian Governiment Ra.ilway it la 1,088 miles, If
tho Canadian Government Railway line via Moncton w(ere
employed, St. John would stili have a consýiderable advantage
in thetrail hauli. Tbli<; adva-ntage will bc in<'reased with the
completion of the Vallev Ralilw,-y connleoion -xith the gov-
ernmenit trnsoninntl ne

A recent bulletin from the trade commissioner at Bar-
bados shows that in thr, shipiment na(-rth of tht monlasses crop
of M917, a murh Larger proportion ramle via St. John than vii
H alifax. In othr- eominodities, ni doubt, Hlalifax excelled
St, Johin.
SI. John*'and Halifax.

In any scheme for increased duvclopiînent1 of Wesýt India
and contignou- irade, which may be exploited after the war,
the ports oif St. John and Hafxmuai ecosdre o
geher,- Neither St. John nor Halifax would be satisfied withi
ainytinig les. Whetheri the increased development schoeme
woulcl ho covered by an alternate direct service f rom and to
the ports of St. John or Halifax by the Royal Mail Stoamu
Packet hile, or a direct service by cither the Cana;dian Pacific
R:iilwayiv or the Canadian Governmnn. Railvav, or both, arc
matru for future determination, There is no doubt that con-
sidering the shiort railway haui a direct Canadian Pacific Rail-

wystearnship tintr fromn St. John via Bermuda to the West
India Islandsa nd contignus Brih territory in South
America would bc a most attractive one to) Montreal and
Upper CanadiaLn shippers, and woutd greatly facilitate trade
in the directions, indicated.

Wvhat isý more particularly needed at this moment is the
concentration oif the business thoughit o! Canada upon the
possibilities of these trade connections for Canadian manu-
factuirera atid shippers. The more publicitv th*t can bo given
wt this mattor the botfter. Geognira'Phy -an bc retied upon to
furnjish the balance of the argumetnt.

Yours, etc.,
R. F. ARMSTRONG.

St. John, NB., March 12th. PIgS.

ANOTHER PROVINCIAL COVERNMENT LOAN

Another provincial gzovernrnont boan wvill bc offered next
week, the amount probabty, being $t,ooo,ooo. The prospectus
is, in preparation. So far this year *66000o! Canadian
provincial bonds have betu successfully. floated, at prices
yieldîng the investor from 6 to 6F, per cent. The provinces
thus aceornmodated ire Saskatchewan, Mantitoba, New Bruins-
wvick and Ontario. In the entire year 1917, tht provinces bor-
rowed onIy $6,382,5o0. Next week's Joan w'ill bring thisý
year' s total of provincial bond sales to ,3,0.

lois,


