
FROM MONTREAL.

13Y OUR OWN CORRESP'ONDENT.

Volunteer matters are to use a stale phrasc
fiat, inaction and inactivity -re genemal, and
a few compaxnies keep up a regular weekly
drill, but the majority are doing notbing iii
the way of drill. A good scare is what is re-
quired to show we have volunteers at ail, the
French regirnents being about the only oneý.
stili at it, and really they deserve ail praise
for their pertinacity, under that very able
drill instructor Capt. Ditbranche, one of the
best instructori in the Province. The Mont-
ignards have been drilling ail wvinter undei
thie command of Capt. Simpsoin; the), appeai
to be well uniformed and accoutred, if we
except their want of fur caps, a w'ant thai
has been mucli feit duming the long andl cold
winter. The school bouse is St. Jean Bap-
tiste Village where they drill is too small for
company niovement and too low for manual
exercise, but under ail cireumstances and
with these disadvantages tbey bave ïachieved
great progregs in drill. The company is well
got up, a fine lot of sturdy felloiws, brimful
of patriotism and a credit to their commsand-
er and one of the best companies in Colonel
D'Orsennes' district.

In regard to the Military Sebool the couni
try I think would be benefited, in more than
one way, if the paymen t of Fifty Dollars te
passed Cadets werc to lie abolished; we
would then have a more select lot, and mcxx
more calculated to ensure that respect foi'
authority so nec@ssary iin commanding offi-
cers. Few I think would object to this
course, and the army of loafers and poor
devils eut of a berth w'ho bave nothin)g to do
and can get nothing to do, and to wbiom $50
is a godsend, wlio crowd in ready to '-b]eed
(for) their country" wouldlbbe mates'ially
diminished. Then let the instîuction be
lengthened to three montlis dutration. let the
cadets undertake and perform the duties
from a soldier'to a captain, mouint guaî'd, live
in barracks, &c., and a passed cadet will then
mnean one who is a truce soldier and perfect
in -the duties of sudh. IL is folly to suppose
that we can make an officer of a man iin six
weeks.

A contemporary understaîxds that notwith -
standing the rumors once afloat to the con-
trary;' the headquarters of the military de-
partment in Canada will lie remnoved to Que-
bec as soon as the navigation opens. The
lease of the IlDonagana" liais been formally
surrendered, and that setties the question.
The bouses on either sie cf it bave becmý
taken Up for.the temporary accomnmodationi
of some of, the. minor departnients of the
officers of the Raqyal Brigade, prier to their
departure in June or July.1

Prince Arthur appeared in the costume cf
a Cavalier of the time ofCbarles thc Second,
ut tie Fancy Dress Entei tainiment at tbe
Victoria rink on Tuesday. The dress cois-
sisted of satin, of a bluish gray,, buf boots
turned down below the knee, and a short
oloak, black moustache and poined board,
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also fiowing sable curis that gave additional
expression to thse face, ho woî'c the iwell
hnown Cavalier bat and featber. Colonel

ai-tinxdale wvore a costume something simi-
i ilar, and Colonel Lord A. Russel was attir-

c d in Indian costume. Thc Prince skated
round cbiefiy witb Miss King and Miss Gor-

-don ami cbatted freely with bis acquaimît-
ecs in the rink. Il. R. Il. is said to bave

s niuch impî-oved in skating, but lie certainly
8requires consideralily msore ])ractice bofore
B le obtains that graceful poetry of motion
Btliat adds sucb a chai-m to a proficiesit skatcr.

We ari- a state of puddle and water,
the streets are in a xi î-gfnul suite anid out-

rdoor locomotion sets at dcfiaîx'e rubbers
aor overalis.

I Meesshînplaste c' shexîxe geLs magood ucal
of abuse fiont a nuniber here, and tliey con-
denin it witlxout suggüstng any, oth@r

1remedy fori' wbat is caled the "eilver
nuisance." B

To t/he Editûr o! t/me VOLuxTEEIs RïV..vý
Sii:-As tliis is my first consusunication te

*any nelvspaper sinco iny coniiection with thc
1Volunteci Foirce, now of sonie years s9tand-

iiîg, anxd ithout amy egotisiîu c11tny par-t I
- feel that the se-Vice ILIas iIOL t tly the
1connection, tlxerefoî-e, 1I will thaîxk lç.yen to

allow me a litle spaco in your valuable RL-
VxEW, WhilxiLseiîî tise ol-gaî cf tleVln

teers, I niay b-ixxg te tIe notice cf those ln-
*terestcd a [ictivliiclî appoars to nie unfair
and unjust, iL is simxpiy tixis: A feiv years
ago a sergeant, late cf II.M. Iiifaîxiti-y mnmd, I
believe, onlly of a shxort period as sudh, ias
takeioi) thc staff of tîhe thii Adjutant G(h-
eral of this Province (nowv D. A.G. cf this
District) as Copying Clei-k, in tle office; 1
noticed somn@ tune ago lie ivas gazetted as
Lieut,-Col. of tIc 7Ist Yor-k Battalion, with
permanent rank. Now, 'Mr. Editor, wblyj
should he wlo bas not passed througli any
Militai-y Selool, or been exaniixied before a
conipetent hoard of officers, reeeiveiziore
consideration than gentlemen %yiokuîow sand
do tîxeir duty well, and ear i e dependedi
upon in any emergency, and who lave
always boen /fàl itoevery imuscomt
ted to them. I, for one, do not uirxder-stgind
or appreciate this favourutising, if it gees on
the Force will lie minus some of tIe best of-1
ficers soon. Wîy give tIe Lt.-Col. of the,1
71st, York Battalion, pecrmanxenit rank,when
otîmer neritorious oficeirs iho know tîxeir
duties equally as well, if net better~ and t
wiol coiniaixd, I appreind quite as nmucix
respect, only ''puovisiocmal raîxik ! 1 can
leur echo answer, oh! ho ivas a sergeant int
Ii.M. regular service; if lie wsis it does nott
follow hoe is competent to command, it re-1
quires mote than a mere smattering of drilli
te commiand a reginsent and keep it intactv
and well disýcip1iîxed both iniidr-ill and interior1
economy; with ail due deference to tie ro-c
gular servie, I hiye scores or non-commis.
sioned oficers who could barely duill a squad
on the other hand,I have known niany esti-

mnable anxd dcserving men, yet, I Ca not
the jusiàýe in giving a mnan precedeflCOOý
rank m nelely because lie las been
gean"t in the regzular service. 1 re-ilIy t
it is unjust that a stranger, and 14 011
fl0fl-C0Inniissoned officer, should balO
mnusilrom glowîli, and miade scil o 0
cers wlio have ciung t.o the egervice tllrOll$"*
out evti s weIl as good repol.t.
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TRANSPORT O0F Tol)YS rý O RID
RI VER.

2ù tMe Edilor cof TinE XOLUNTEEi•t RrLvlzw-
SIR LIn a former communication *u

gested the advisability of constructing
tional steamiers to facilitate the conveYO'Oý
of troops to the Recd River territory. '
Englishi pa pier pu Ulishced ini LondoncOD1te i

an accounit of the progress of ithe xei
into the intem-ior of Africa undiýî Sir Satu0
Batker, whichi states that the sectiOwa
steamers built by Mr. Samnuda, ofr1au~I
were safély packed on the backs of 'Io'~
and were en route to ilieir destinatiOll
con-panied hy 1000 mnen, the -grsci'
perforn:ed being morei(10011

bearing 0:1 ftle question atd :issue Yeu,,
no doubt, ttec the appl!ca.-bi1ity of my fo
sugrgestion. Whletbcr such vessels Eire
process écf Construction or not for the P
sent emergency I havo no ineanis of kI
ing, if not, I would sugg,ýest, while tber<
yeL time, the a(lvlsiýbility of conlstrJOt*~
siinail steani launches of woocl as attlîC
to lier Maijesly's slsips. and to be 0 sed
the piipose of' toving ;the bcats
to in Jhe newspapcrs, as hein g built for,
tating the transport of troops via Fol'&
liani, and which, if commenced t0
could -bc easily got ready before theli6 Ï

ing of navigation. To give you îili
parties interested an idea of tho el
sueli steani launchies foi' tis service,I
you a statement of the particulais of 1
vessel, viz :-Length. 36 fect, bredt
beam Oft. Gin., depti of hold 8't.
draft of ivater 2ft, G;n.. weighit of uit

diameter of scicw 2ft. 4in., piteh 4ft.
diameter of' cylinder Sini., diameter of b01'
21t. 4in., bieiglit 5ft., vertical tubes, 'i ' ot
fire box. revolution of engine 230, SP te
boat 9 miles per hour, pressure of 0~
100 lbs., mean priessure on piston 70
poye.r indicated, "JO hors@. equal to
tinuons efforts in towing oir rowing
900 men, and that witlx the easy î~
one man. The boiler ivili weiglî ' 0A
the engine, scroiv andi slaft 14 cwt., oU
than 14 toits. These eade part, ~jJ
be fltted ini the baut and set to work' j
six hours after arriving at the
water; there cannot bo a oubt o h
bility of this scbeme ag itlibas been
over and oveî again.

ThIe ndvantages cannot lie 0OVOrî'oW
rowing is out of the question if huiT8

an enenxy on ishore or i any caS88~


