
ABANDONING ALLECGIANCE.

not exactlY what would be required at the prescrit time, but
somnething similar should be law now. A number of young
('anadians are, to their sjhame, leaving Canada for the ULnited
states to avoid milit-ary gerviiee. Most of these, if they were
comipelled to go overseas, when alongside men who from a
.Svnse of duty have voluntecred for active service, would doubtiess
inake good soldiers; and many of thers would, if they saw some of
t lie (onsequences which would ensue froin such dt.,-eo- of the
f lag (appropriate laws being enforced), prefer to take up
,uch branch of service as they might best be fitted for. The
1,-ains and penalties for such cowardly desertion (or pernaps it
wou!l he fairer to say, as to some, such thoughtless desertions
and disregard of loyalty and dut y), should be the lbas of property,
if thvhave any, the declaration that they had lost their British
citizenship and were thenceforth aliens, and that they had lost
t le ýýtatus which they had iii the countîy. Appirently no action
lias been taken to prevent this exodus or tc, keep a record of those
who tlius (lecarfp.

If the Militia Act hiad been put iii force as an cmergeney
iriasure at the heginniiig of the war, as a inatter of course, the
prescent situation would flot have been so (lifficuit and urnanage-
ibieas it is now alleged to be. Somne partial enforcement of the
\rt i., spoken of; but this is not what the situation demands so

tras the proposai lias l'cen outlined. Judging from what has
heeni .sid in the public press about the ecuforcernent of this Act,
t here lias been apparently, on thc part of the government, too
uîiieh dIread of unpleasant resumlts, attrihutable possibly to supposed
;.olicital necessities, and partly to the possibility of a rebellious

ifsIon the part of a certain section of the Domiion to obey
~!!i( le,w whcen put in force. We dIo flot believe that there would

be ii% such resuit. A governmnent tijat does what is right need
tiot, fear, for the p'ýopIc who are inow roused to a sense of the
iiiil)ortance of the mecasure ivili not stand any holding back by
thiose ivho ought glaDl1Y to respond to the EICnpire's cati. The
soxiiewhat traitorous vaporings of a few self appointcd leaders
shouldi not be taken seriously. The country, moreover, i in no
îuîood to stand anything in the nature of a treasonable act, and if
t liere are those inclined that wav the sooner tbey are known and

iroinptly djeait ivith the heftr.


