Dgc. 1tth, 18g5.)

mo with great, gusto that the land around
that town would yield frow 35 to 75
bushols of wheat to tho acre and from
100 to 200 bushels of oats, tha latter
weighing 42 pounds to the bushol ; the
timber, howover, he  acknowledged
‘‘wasn't much to brag on.”

The one well-defined road we had been
following all day broadened out towards
sunset into a valley, showingin tarn sev-
eral doprossions in the snow—here much
deoper——which wo assumed to bé roads.
No ono at Saskatchowan was able to direct
us intelligently, and not a soul had been
seen gince leaving there from whom we
could ask our way. Gricrson, who was
driving us, and who 18 one of the Queen’s
Hotol proprictors, had never beforo beon
over the road, but his bump o direction
was well placed and abnormally developed.
Peoplo in this country do not seem to con-
sider knowledge of the roads necessary to
reaching their destination. They just start
off on the one main and almost only trail,
which they follow to its end, when they
continue on in the direction of thair ob.
jective point. Roadsare few and far be-
tween in this section, and disappear alto-
gether when you get one bundred miles
northof Edmonton. Thoe alleged road to
La Biche, which bears to the cast of north,
is the longest, and the end; beyond, all
travel is by dogs in winter and canoo in
summer. Grierson knew that Beaver
Lake Creek was the pownt we were booked
to reach that night in order to make La
Bichein three days’ travel from Edmonton,
and he was suroit lay to the north.east.-
So we pegged on, until finally, after chas
ng several lights that turned out to be
the wrong ones, and once nothing less
lofty than a planet, which in this far
North hung near the horizon, we found the
log cabin of Beaver Lake Creck’s most
distinguished settler. Isay distingaished
because his was the only cabin in those
parts which boasted of two rooms and a
second story—an extravagance, he inform-
¢d us, he had indulged in witk tho idea of
one day, when the scction in which he
had located became more populous, putting
a stock of merchandise intothe ¢ other
room,” and utilizing tho top storyas o
dormitory for travellers.—srom “O0Oa
Snozy-Shoes to the Barren G-ounds,” by
Casper W. Whitney, in Harper's Magasine
Jor December.

It appoars that in Paris its population
of 2,250,000 psays nearly as mach rent as
London, with twice the number of in-
habijants. The 2,250,000 Parisians have
only 83,800 dwellings to live in, while the
number of houses that the 5,000,000 Lon-
donors occupy is nearly, ®n timoes as
mwany. In Paris, where tho people live in
flats, there aro on an average over 270
persons residing in cach house. In Lon-
don tho averago is only seven persons toa
house. Yet for much less comfort and
spaco tho Parisians have to pay littlo ehort
of double the rent paid by Londoners.
The total annonl rent of Paris, says The
Debats,is now 775,000,000 francs,or $155,-
000,000, whilo Londoners, who are twico
tho number of Parisians, only pay S18§5,-
600,000 for far moro comfortablo dwelling
accommodation. Tho averago rcat paid
by Londoners is botween $35 and §40,
whilo in Paris it i3 nearly $70.—London
Times.

Tho platinum mines are in a few
haunds, and tho price of this metal, 80 uso-
fol in clectrical work, is now ten times
that of gold.

THE CANADA

Our Poung ;folhs:_

CJACK'S GRANDMA ™

Did you ever have a grandma,
With her dear and wrinkled face,
And her smile so bright and happy
That you felt the dearest place
Was 1o sit right close beside her,
And to drink in every word,
For she told such wondrous storics—
Such as I had never heard.

If1 wanted any goodices
Ehe was sure to be around,
And she'd say, ¢ Why, Jack is hungry,”
And those cookies would be found.
If 1 tore my pants or jacket,
First to grandma 1 would go ;
She would mend them, oh, so nicely,
Aand dear mother neser knew.

'Tis so sweet to have a grandmaan,
Andto her your secrets tell,
As she knits the baby's stockings
In her rocker by the well ;
Every one that passes Joves her,
I can tell it by their smile.
Oh, my dear, old dathing grandma,
May you live a long, long while.
/. W. Bolten, in Christ.cn Work.

BEGIN RIGUT.

* Boys,” snid papa, coming in through
thoyard as tho rain began tofall, ¢put
on your rubber coats and boots, and run
out and clear away the keap of dirt yon
threw up yesterday around the cistern
platform. Make a little channel where
tha ground siopes, for the water to run off
below.’

Hal and Horace thought this great
fun,and were soon at work. IBut pre-
sently papa called from a window.

¢ You are not doing that right, boys.
You've turned the water all toward the
house. It will be running into the cellar
window next thing you know. Turn
your channel away from the house at
once.’

PRESBYTERIAN.

‘But this is the casicst way to dig it
now, papa,’ called Mal. ¢Before it does
any harm we'll turn it off.’

‘Do it right in the boginning,' said
papa, in a voico that set.led things. ¢ Bo-
gin right, no matter if it is more trouble.
‘Then you will be sure that no harm can
be done, and won’t have to fix things up
afterward.'

The boys did as they were told, and
were just in time to keep a stream of
water from reaching the cellar window.

Soon after this, pupa found Horaco
reading a book borrowed from one of the
boys.

‘Thatisnot tho kind of reading that
I allow," he said. ¢Give it back at
once.’

! Pleaso let we finish the book,’ pleaded
Horace. *Then I can stop reading this
kind, before it does me any harm.’

‘No," said papa, repeating the lesson
cf the rainy day, ¢begin right in your
reading, and ie all your habits, and then
you will not have to change. 'l'akethe

right direction first, and then you'll be
sure of it.’

A CURIOSITY OF AUSTRALIA

The most wonderful forest treo in tho
world, perhapy, is the ¢ cannibal tree * of
Australia, which some one as most aptly
called ‘¢ the most wonderful of God's many
wonders in vegetable life.” It grows up
in tho shape of a huge pineapple, and
seldom attaine a height of more than 11ft.
It has a series of broad, board-like leaves,
growing in a fringe at theapex, which
reminds one of a gigantic Central Ameri.
can agrave. When standing erect theso
broad thick leaves hidea curious-looking
arrangement, which appears to perform
the samo functions as those of the pistilsin
flowers. Naturally these board-like leaves,

3os

which are from 10fc to 12ft long in the
smaller specimens, and from 15 to 20 in
the larger, hang to the ground, and are
strong enough to bear a man’s weight. In
old aboriginal times in tho antipodean
wildas tho natives worshipped the cannibal
trees under the name of the * Devil tree,”
the chief part of the cercmony consisting
of driving pno of their numbor up the
leaves of tho tree to the apex. The in-
stant the victim would touch tho so-called
¢ pistils ” of the monster the leaves would
instantly fly together like a trap, squeez-
ing the life out of the intruder. Early
travellors declarod that the tree held its
victims until every particle of flesh disap-
peared. On thia account itis called the
‘ cannibal tree.”

BIRDS IN ALASKA.

Great numbers of wild birds nest in
Alaska. Ducks, geese, and swans baild
their nests on tho ground. In the nesting
arca of Alaska it issaid that the nests
aro 80 thick that it is almost impossible
to walk without stepping on one. The
natives are experts in killing this game.
They do it with a pecaliar weapon. Six
sinew strings, about threo feet in length,
aro fastened together by a quill at one end.
At the other end of each sinew is a ball
of ivory, pear-shaped, and about as large
as a walonut. The hunter, with this in
his hand, approaches the flock at duck.
Ho sets theso balls whirling. When tho
flock rises to fly, these whirling sinows
are thrown into the flock., They catch
about the necks or legs of the birds, and
they are captured. Sometimes as many
as a dozen aro captured at ome throw.
Travelers are sorry to see that the nests
of thesv wild birdsare so carelessly robb-
ed of eggs. The eggs aro wanted for the
albumen which ia used in manufactaring,
but eggsare teken that cannot be used,
and these are thrown away. So greatis
the destraction of eggs and birds that the
birds each year occupy much lessspace in
nesting.

-—

YO

- THE

VIS

COMPANION

g2 Times a Ycean"

An unusually strong list of Coutribintnrs i anneuncod far the next Volume
of Tus ConranioN —thc pi% year of its publication,

The Princess
Louise.

For the coming volume Queen Victoria's daugh-
ter, the Princess Louise, in collaboratiop with her
husbaad, the Marquis of Lorne, bas writtea on a
subject of intezest to every home.

A Notabie

Uauscally scadable Articles will be givea by
tke Lord Chic! Justicc of England azd Judge
Oliver Weadell Holmes on ** The Bar as a Profes

Admirals.

sioa.”  Together with Articles by Hon. Thomas
Series 5. Reed on **What the Speaker Does'™ aad by
° Justio McCarthy, 1. P, o * How a Prime Minister
is Made."
N :
+onng Advcatares of Naval Lile ase Soscribad Ly
Four ADNIRAL A. H. ARKEAM, R. K.

ADMIRAL P. 3. COLOMB, R. N.
ADMIRAL T. H. STEVENS, U.S. N.
ADXIRAL SIR GEO. £LLIOT, X.C.B.

Cabinet
Ministers.
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Hon. Hoke Smith, Sceretary of the Intesiorn.
Hion. J. Stesling Morton, Secretary of Agricultare.
Hoa. H. A. Herbert, Secretany of the Navy,
have wnitlen atticles cxpressly for The Compacion.

Prospecctus and Samplc Copics Free.
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Distinguished
Contributors
For 1896.

The Princess Louise.

The Marquis of Lome.

Lord Chicf Justice of England.
Sir Benjamin Wasd Richardson.
Sceretary of the Ul S. Navy.
Sceretary of the Interior.
Sceretary of Agriculture.

Judge Oliver Weadell Holmes.
Sir Wiliiam Howard Russell
Frank R. Stockton.

W. Clark Russcll.

General Nekon AL Miles.
Thomas Nast.

Hon. Thomas B. Reed.

The Dean of Salistery.
Bishop Cleveland Coxe.
Bishop W. Croswell Doane.
S Edwin Amold.

Camille Flammasion.

Justin McCasthy.

Adniiral Stevens. !
Admiral Markham, :
Admisal Elliot. !
Chasles Dickens.

Aschibald Forbes

Frank D. Milkt.

Fredesic Villiers-

Bax O'Rell

Hiram fMaxim.

Andrew Camegic.

Henry Loomis Nekson.

C. A. Stepnens.

Harold Fredesic

And
More than 100 Others.




