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attention to the lesser detatls of any species of occu-
pition ; and we fivquemly find, that the greater the
calobnty to which a man bas attained, the closer hias
bagu his observation of tho minor duties of his pro-
fession.  Itis teld that Bonaparte censiderod no detail
tunlow for tus mispection, and nothing too tniling to
ha unworthy of natice  ‘The Dulte of Wollington
acted upon the samo prmciple in his campaigns: one
day, inquiring of’ an oflicer about some minute details
tegardmg the equipage of the troops, the officer 1e-
plied, ** that be dd not consder the haowledge of
such things within his province.”  ** Not withmn your
provincn!?? eaclsimed the Duke; °* why, sir, 1 know
the number of vwils in every soldier’s shoe.”

The amount of valuable imformation, on all kinds
of subgects, with winel many mdiwviduuls have 1t an
their power to store ther wnnds, and which by aden-
tal cirentmsiances mnay be brought to bear on somo use-
fal object, metely by attend ng to things apparemly
trithow —by considering no source of information 100
low, provided it be an honourable one, is altogother
nstomsinng,  The tune that most peoplo are consume
mg m wdolence, or with a dizregard of tho mumuti
of general occupating, others, who are aware of tho
valae of Lnowledge, ara assduously piching it up
wherever it is to be found, and caretully applying it
wherever itis discovered to s useful By this means
a man becomes wnpregnadle at all points; he s able
1o say something on all subjgects; ke oltoms tho re-
patateen of a maa ol wiellygeuce, and lus foiee of
character, as wedlas hus hnown apphication, lewd han
tn offices of drtinction and respectable opulence —
Chambers's Kdinburgh Journal.
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Maxvat. or Excuisu Grasaan, by the Rev,
J M'Corrocn, A, M. Edinburgh, 3335;
price 2s. 3.

It 15 well known that the mode of education
i Britam, has been lately undergoine tughly
unportant changes; but, i this conntry it s
not so generally known, that the author of the
httle work now bhefore us, has contributed
mnch to its improvement.®  Ulus Hunval1s a
phtlosophical and practical treatise, and  dis-
plays not-only a critical knowledge of thie Eng-
Iish language, buta munute acquuintance with
the principles of umversal grammmar. For
orimnality of conception and clearness of de-
fimuon, it excels any that has been pubhished
since the days of Lindley Murray ; and, m the
Iatter department, even the work of tlus grem
author cannot mantan its former superieny.

Mr. M'Cullach represents Grammar s a
seience rather than an art, and does not labour
under the erroneous unpression that the only
object of the teacher s, to 1nstruct yonth 1
the principles of parsing, and of recufying
false syatax 3 without contemplating the great
aim of education, the power of composing ac-
curately. e seems to be the only winter on
the subject, who has taken a currect view of
the object of a grammatical treatize  Previ-
ons authors bave, 10 many nstances, formed
arbitrary rales for lunguage—hss rules are de-
duced from its national and established usage;
and he has aceordingly stated his olject to be,
10 collect and record thie leading fets, respee-
tine this usage.

Orthmaraphy and prosodv. which are hetter
Jearned by practee than by theare,are neither
totally neglected. nor assigned a place tan pro-
minent: suflicientis snid on these branches,
1o remove all difficulties from the way of the
theorctieal student. o Livmology and Sen-
iy, thes hitde treatise s far saperior to any
other that we have <ren on the same subjeet
The ariginul view of the verh o particular.
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* Of clemantary works for wheeh the Eogheh rea.
der o hophly mdebted to Me, MceGulloeh, we may
mentinn thy twa followisg, ae supering to any ting of
the Kind now n usa in the schanls, and which tage-
ther wath the Manual, may be bad at this office:

1. A senies of Lessons, i prose and verse, progres.
sively arrunged; intended ay anantraduction to the
¢¢ Course of olementary roading in Science and Liter-
ature **  Price 49,

2 A course of elementary reading in Science and
Literature, compiled from popular writers, for tho use
of achools: to which isadded a copious list of the
Latn and Greek primatves, which enter o the com-
posttions of the English language. Price 5s. 3d.
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should arrest the attention of the eandid teach-
er: asit is quite an innovation on the loug
estublshed theory of Grammarians, In our
opinion, its correctness aud simplicity ure
cyanlly commendable: it is adapted to the must
ordinary capacity, and removes many of those |
obstacles which have hitherto vppused the
progress of the industrions student.

‘Too much canunot be snud 10 praise of M.
M'Culloch*s diligence and research .1 collect-
img and arranging the section on dertvation,
This is quite & new thing in works of this de-
seription ; and its utility in removing the difli-
Leuluies under which our best teachers formietly
Jaboured, cannot be tov lughly appreciated.
,On a careful perusal of this branch of Euy-
ymology, no person can be so absurd as to say
'llmt a knowledge of Laua and Greek, are use-
JJess appendages to cdueation,  The classical
(scholar will always find buth advantage and
amusement, i tracing words to their orign,
i endeay ounng to understand  their prmmtive

ineamug, and carefully ohserving the ditierent

:sha(!cs which, through o succession of ages,
Jthey have undergone. But the portion of the
vworh now under consideration, in some men-
sure, supersedes the necessuy of studyimg the
ancient languages methodically, and will be
foind Inghly beneficial 10 the mere Lnglish
scholar.

In Syutax, the tules are equally simple with
the definitions in Etymology.  ‘T'he memory
of the learner is not burdened with such long
andd intricate rules, as have been given by
Murray, and enceeeding Grammarians, who
h:m.; scarcely deviated frum the lung trodden
track.

In the education of vouth, the proneness of
haman nature to extremes, is frequently ex-
lbited  Some teachers over-burden the me-
mory with unintelhigible technical jurgon,while
othcrs permnt ths faculiy to recave Intle or
no exercise, as if nature intended it should
sleep furever, — The work hefore us recom-
mends an intermediate course.  Tle leading
definttions, after being thoreughly understond
by the pupil, are to be comnntted to memory
and the youth is not taught parrot-like 1o re-
peat so many words, without understanding a
particle of” what he utters.

I tus work does not supersede the Gram-
mars now 10 usc, 1t must be aunbuted to pre-
jndice, or adisposition to adhere to what is so
mnproperly called the ¢ goud old system of
cducarion.”  Murray and Lennic may linger
in the Lands of the schoolboy, Iike Dilworth's
Spellma-bouk, but thisis no proof that there
15 not a better work mn existence.

COURETT'S CUARACTERISTICS BY BIMSELE.

“‘Thrown,’ says he, ¢ hy my owa will,indeed,
on the wide world, at a very carly age, not
more than eleven or twelve vears, without mm-
ney to sapport, without rivads to advise, and
without hook-learning to assist me; passing a
few years deposdent soledy on iy owan labuur
for subsistence; then becoming a connnon
soldier and leading a military hie, chiefly m
forerzn parte, for cight years; quithing tha
life alter really, for wme, high promoiion, nid,
with. for e, a fnge s of paoney; mary-,
gy at an easly age: gomg at once 1o France
to weqgmre the French bnguage, thence to
Ameriva s passing cight years there, becoming
bocksellor and avther, and taking a promi-
vent part in wdl the important  discussions of
the interesting period from 1783 10 1789 du-
ring which there was jn that country a con-
tmued strugele earried on hetween the En-
ulish and the French parties, returning to
England in 1800, resuming my labours here,
suftering, during twenty-nine years, two years
of imprisonment, heavy fines, three years’
self-banishment 10 the otber side ofthe Atlan-.

tie, and a total breaking of furtune, so us to
be left without a bed to lie on; and durmny
these tweaty-nine years, of troubles und of
punishments, wrting and publishing, every

weeh ol my Lfe, whether in exile or not, cle-

ven weeks ouly excepted, o periodical poper,
contipning more or less of matter worthy ot
public attention ; writing and publishing, dur-
g the same twenty-nine ycars, thirty volumes
on varions, nseful, and popular subjects. Yet
mere genius did vot acquire this for me. There
must be something more than genivs: there
must be industry—there must be prrseverence
—there must be, before tho eyes of the nation,
proofs of extraordinary  exertion, — people
must say to themselves, * What wise conducs
must there have been in the employinent of
the time of thisman! How sober, how spar-
ing in diet, how early nriser, how httie expen-
sive he must have been?  These are the things
nud not genius, which have caused my labours
to be so mcessant and so suceesstul.”

UNITZED STATES.

GREAT JIRES AL NEW YORK,

New iork, Avcust 16.—There 1s no city m the.
world so subjct to fires as New York, with the ex-
ception perhiaps of Constantinople—and on 1o ocea-
sion has the former aity bren visted wih a wose aw.
ful disaster of this kind than s the conflagration which.
brohe out 1 Fulion street Just Wednesday mormng.
It commenced m the second story of No. 115 of that
strect, occupied by Mr. Burritt, druggist, and spread
with uneaampled rapidity right throvgh the block in-
to Ang strcet, cross:d this street, destruyed the ca-
thohie chapel therein, and madeo 1ty way o Beekinun.
street, duverging Iterably when it reached Awn street,
and stoppmg on the cast and wost at Willmm and
Nuossaustrects.  The destruction, os may beimagined,
was immnense, and we regret to state that four lives
were lost.  In common with our brethren of the press
we cannot avoid attnbuting the wide 1ango and ex-
tension of this devastating calamity to the extremely
supethead manner in which bmldigs are now run up,
asf’ ibefoly tO answer a temiporary cemergency, e
stead of the construction of u petmanent edifice,
Some measures ought to be taken by the city authori-
ties to protect the public, and an inspector of buildings
should be appointed by whom all plans, elevations,
and speotications of buldings should be csamined
and controuled. .

The ruvages in Ann street, more particularly a-
mong our contcmporaries and tho penny Duilies, wag-
Leyond precedont. At No. 32, 1st story, Oid Coun-
tryman otlico; 2d and 34, a bindery, and 4th und 5th,
Win E. Dean, Printer — building ‘entucly destroyeds
No. 31,~ 5 story, totally destroyed— vceupred in the
basement as a press-room, with two Napicrs, belong-
g to H. Anderson, value §3000—insured §1500 on
that and punting office 1n 8d story, which ulone was
vatued at $1580.° Furst story of same bulding, Tran-
serpt paper; publication materials mostly saved. 2d
story, Jetlersnman; materle partly saved.  dth story,
furniture of the old catholic church, temporarily do-
posited there, entirely destroyed.  5th story, printing
office of the New Yorker, (Greely and Winchester.)
Therr total loss 1s about §2,500, having saved, out of
the genesel wreek, only a few papers. Nos. 85 and
40, 2 story brick, enurely destrayed: On tho oppo-
site side of the strect, No. 32,2 5story brick, occu-
pred as a paper warchouso below, and as a bindery
i the thurd story.  No. 338, occupred by Mr. Scott,
praier, Mr. Redficld, stereoty pe founder, and others
—buth destroyed.  This was also the pranting office
of thc Marror, $000 copics of which Leautiful periodh-
cal, prepared for the present week, were destroyed; a
small portion only of winch was msured. Also the
catholic ehurch, and a two story hrick kiouse adjoiming.

Twenty-one of the linest prtng officesin town—
eleren bundenies, ncluding thrteen pubhishing csta-
blishments off Newspapers—five of which were large,
and eight peonny pape:s, have been zmong the proper-
ty deatroyed,

At least 1000 individnals have heen thrown out of
ewplay by thie disaster, among whom are about 500
ferales cmployed m the book binding busices.

‘The following ase the amonnts insured ot the respec-
tive offices, but we are afraud that ot one quaster of
the loss will be covored thereby :

Ilowatd, - - = -~ - £12,080
Fireman’s - - - - - 20,000
Washington, =~ = = = - 80.000
Traders, - - - - - ~ 10,000
Frunkiing - = = = = = 4000



