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ing duties in other directions it will be quite out

of my power to attend your meeting on the

present occasion. I must content myself with

the hope of visiting you at some future time.

With regard to writing an essay on wintering

bees. Well, I will say that I have turned the

thing over and over again a good many times

since reading your request and I find whenever

1 start out, my mrnemory tells me that the same

thing has been said and printed in substance

many times before. So without making an at-

irnpt at writing a paper upon the subject of

winturing bees, I will simply offer a remark or

tu o that may be useful to some one.

If vou succeel fairly well wintering out doors,

< tiEr continue in that line for a while yet.¶It

bas its advantages as well as its disadvantages-
In the meantime cellar wintering is being per-

fected and will in time perhaps be generally

practiced in our latitude and very likely much

farther south also.
All animals winter well when made perfectly

amforutalue. The honey bee is no exception to

this rule. Then I would say make your oees
perfectly con.fortal'le. To this end they must

h.ax e plenty of good sealed stores, (yes, pollen

teo), plenty of fresh pure air and be kept just

war enough to make them feel so nice and

happy and gocd that they do not have to crowd

up together at all to get warm. And in my hum-
ble opinion your bees vill come through in fine

condition very nearly every time.

Remember perfect comfort means perfec

health or at least so far so as animal life in gen

eral is capable of enjoying that happy condition

There should be bees of sufficient quantity i

each cellar to generate animal heat to quite o

nearly the desired, degree while artiticial hea

should be made to regulate the temperature t

about 5o O to 55 O and at the sane time to carr

off the foul air.
Bees should be left in winter quarters until se

tlee weather and until plenty of pasturage t

give employ ment is at hand. Remember if yo

have a few weak sickly hives that fail to figi

away robbers you had better destroy them

unite them which means about the sanie thin

else some of your best stocks may become co

firmed thieves and robbers -bad things to ha

in an apiary you know.
Winter clamps. I believe, as a rule, in t

hands of small bee-keepers, when the " trvi

time" comes, are a failure, some important fe

ture unobserved by the novice resultsin disast

In fact I am forced to the conclusion that t

sooner we discourage the idea of keeping bees

a small way the better for all parties and t

,country too.

The proof of my position is fully established
by the fact that about forty-nine out of every fifty
who keep a few bees " just for their own use "
tacked on to some other pursuit, lose them all
sooner or later in winter.

I am really doubtful if the -wintering problem
will ever be solved for that class of bee-keepers.

I am fully persuaded that it is a duty we owe
to our fellow citizens to make this point clear to
their minds-loss of time and money and blight-
ed hopes are bitter ingredients in our history.
Life is too short and precious to waste any por-
tion of it in that way. Personal gain should
yield to the general good.

S. T. I-TTrT.
Belmont, Ont., Dec. 23rd, '85.
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF OUR HONEY
MARKET.

, ERHAPS no theme now that our bees are
in winter quarters is of greater interest to
the producer of honey. I feel my de.
ficiencv in dealing with this subject, yet

my labour will not be in vain if one new idea or
thought is thrown out if old ideas are more
prominently brought before us, or more united
efforts decided upon ·before the discnssion closes.

Why should we cry our markets are over-
stocked when all we have to do is to enlarge
thern. Increase the consumption of an article
which will stand upon its own merits when once
introduced,; therefore ouir rnarkets have not been

tfuîîy developed and consuomption has not reach-
-, edts full capacity unuil every man, vvoman and
*child uses this and no o.*her sweet. WVhat are
Sthe means to beempioyed 1 Ve can alsugrgest.

r IFour years in at tendance - gnerally selling
thoney- at the Toronto Industrial exhibition

0 have given me a few ideas of the difliculties to
Y overcome.

\Ve wvant to disseminate more knowiedge about

apiculture, not for the 1,enefit of the bec-keeper,
0' but in periodicais %vhere it will reach the masses3
u that know nothing about it. State the pregress
it apiculture has <uî<1 i., n'aking, \%,at vast quanti-
)r ties of honey are precluced and consumed corn-

9, pared with formner days, how this progress per-
n- mits of suclh a production. Little articles wrît-
,*e ten as reading unatter and newvs of the day, xviii

do a vast ameount of gee(l to e(iucate the masses to
ie consume honey. '[bey xviii be interested, the
1g idea of using heney brought before them again
a- and again, they will realize that if they do not

,.

r.use huney as a staple article they will net be
he with the faüiion-that fooiish feeling and idea

in which sets one haff the worid blind to everyuhi ng
he can be made te work te our benefit and-for

once-that of its slaves.
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