
'<'s

4 A

O R THERN MES S NG E R

A DAY TOO LATE.
I was thinkin'to-day of something

Tliat happened years ago,
Wlien we lived in ielower Alley

a That ladm't a flower ta show ).
Màny nîighb call it a brifle, amîd'bis but a brIile,

':Twas a lesson thatLI shall never, no never, nver
forget.

At the end of Flower Alley
Tliere lived a poor old man;

Guff-,tlme childrei called him,
ie was thin. as my frying-pan,

Thin and shrivelled, an'shaky, an' poor as the
poorest moushe,

And lie lived alone in a garret at the top of a
lodgin' house.

Nobody knew where ho came from,
Nobody know what hed been;

He hadn't a relation
That any one lad seen..

He used to sell nuts and apples under the station

For that was.just the distance the poor oldhp
could crawl.

Once he sat down on our doorstop
And I took himi a cup of ton;

And atter that boginnin'
le'd creep in occasionally,

And have a talk -with the children. And I liked
ta listen too,

For blass yox ! he'd road his Bible, and knew it
throughaun' througlh.

And he'd sit an' give a sermon
Tiat splendid ! text an'all-

That ho miglit have been a Bishop
A' preachin'in St. Paul.

And thon he'd take his'basket. " Good niglt,
my dears,"he'd say-

"God bless you for your kindness"-and he'd
slowly croep away.

One day'twas in the winter,
Jini came in to his tea.
Annie, the fog is dreadful,
In's'sblack as your hat," says ho.

"I've been loadin' poor old Guffy; lie couldn't
ilnd his*door.

IL strikes me wYithý suli weather lie won't hold·
out much noreo.

I was grieved tâ hear Jim say so,
An the thougit cime-quickas light-

Thag'd run downs asîd seo hini
'Fore supper time thalnigh

And as our liens we.re layin', "IlIl tàike him some
eggs,'h ksI IV h

"Aroa frcsiýig for breakfast isw em
liko to'."

The tlmght was kind and friermd
And i3now it came to me,

Fronitfe Lord of all that's Loving,
And(Kihd, and Neighborly

But Jin got à-iedinl'the paper, and I got a-
listenin' s

That by theti he 'd finished 'twas tuo late for
nie tugo.

The next day was a Friday.
I was busy as a bee,

For Jini s early Saturdays
And likes to find nie froc,

So I do my cleanin'Fridays. I was mostrun off
imîy legs

And never gave a minute to Guffy and the eggs.

But early Saturday mornin'
I thougmt I'd go and see

low the old nian ivas. Ah, clearly
Thatmornin' comes back ta nie I

Thefog iad gone, and the sunbeams were dancin
overhead,

And when Iroached the lodgin's . .. I heard that
ie was dead.

Dead i He had died o'Friday,
Alone, without a friend,

Without a neighbor iear hlim
To hlohp hii at the end.

And me that lived su handy! . . . And lie nover,
· never knew

The thought I'd liad about him,- the kindness I
mneant to do.

Tlhereî werethe oggsin my basket,
Ta lateo do him good....

I know I stood in the doorway
Like a stono, or a bit of wood,

While the women gossipped round me. I had
nlothing, nothing tosy s

Except . . . that I was . . . sorry"!-and thon
I turned away.

. * * *

Friends, in this wvorld of hurry
And work and sudden end,

If a thought conies quick of doin
A kindiess to a friend,

Do IL that blessed minute. Don't put it off!
Don't wait

What's the use of doii' a kindness if youî do it a
day too late I

noJ's WIFE.

AN IMPORTANT QUESTION.

BY ANNA D. W.ALK1LER..

What entertainment shall e give the
children upon the Sabbathi afterioon wlien
the hours seem long and the clildron grow
restless?

.We wcould make it of the utmîosb impor-
tance that the hours should b spent reli-
giously ; e vould teach 1the children that
the Sabbatlh day'is the Lord'a day, not t
b spent in our pleasures or in our îways,
but in Ris service, especially.

We would take the time, for the most
part ta give our children an ac quaintance
with the Bible ; the Bible gives under-
standing ta the simple. More is it to bo
desired than gold, sweeter al,so than honey
and the loneycomb. If it is su ta be. de-
sired, if taught ivth discretio, it suroly
will iot weary te childrei. For childrein
cighît, ton or twelve years old the history
of the Creation, of the Fall, of thdeFlood,
of the Patriarcls, of 'Moses, of different
prophets aud beings, etc., are tliings of
great interest, and so.almnost any scenle im
the life of Christ. Here is a book,ý a mine
afinexhaustible treasures to whiclh we may
leadbtie children's minds and yet always
feel safe in what we are doing. We mighît
have thoin read a passage and then ask t
have difficulties explainédor let them feel
freeto make'omn'melits'upâ tie subjects
read. You ould'*giv'etheimgaâBible story
or passage ta write out in their dwn words,
or set theni to write a list of questions
upon the passage, or allow two of them t
compare two accomùnts of the, sai{ , matter.
Abbot in his ' Young Christian'recommends
thýese modes of study.

Another way to in tei st the children is
to direct.then to note ii heir own minds
or with a pencil and paporlittle incidents
that come up in their readiîn rî in their
lives during the six intervenngydas uf the
week, that may be interestiug cta profit-
able subjects for conversatior'rîlu , tion
upon the Sabbath afternoon-

A pleasanmt and profitable lulf hour or
niore may be spent in holdxmg a little prayer,
mieeting, a children' .prayer iietniig, and
teaching thiè lttle omes 'takeM active
part in thie sdrnisDou sy these
methods are ta pissive o'. iold'i Mnter-
est of.. childrenî Notu estethd
'are;ofgenuine inteorest a3 hii]a'It-

E ven avery youn el e Joy a
ibitory or a childrei's nprayr eting.

- $At'one time we were for a fe7r* obils
Z1ýïšèlykusociated with a famiily of cliilen,
five iumneo,-the- eldest of W -s
sccfely ton years . Tey were rest-
less, videawake ceatures~ahlvays bu ai
nind\ and body, ' aff fatheral

wîvuld not allow his en to e 
chrch or a Sabbatlî. fh , sayingZaa
striving bu make himself believe thaz' h' e
bhey were su yomig they werebetter withîi
out religious instruction, aschildren-were
apt ta take up strange and incorrect ideas
of their own in regard to these matters.
And lie, poor nan, could not see what is su
apparent to the thinking mind, that the
children would necessarily fill their minds
with some kind of food, and if the good
was -not provided they would feed1 upon
the evil and lurtful fond. We longed ta
hîelp this precious. little flock, and ive bid
them come 'to us in our room upon each
Sabbati afternoon "and we would have a
pleasant time togeth'er, and stipulated that
they should corne at a stated hour.

When the children lad agreed to our
proposal, ire were careful to have for these
occasions a litle treat provided, sone-
times fruit, sometimnes cake and sometines
candy.

Did the childreiî come to us I Imdeed
they did, and su inipatienut ivere,thiey for
the hour of meeting that long before its,
arrival we would hear little taps upon our
chamber door .and cuhildislh trebles would
say ' Is il time to come ' or ' May we; comte
now 7'

In our entertainments of these restless
little spirits, this active brainied flock, we

kept strictly to religion, that is upon the
Sabbath day. We would sing Vith tleni,
&ive therm a little reward for verses learned,
allow them to show their powers of elocu-
tion, su long as they ke pt ivithin, the pale
of religion, and they did know some Bible
stories and religieus poemns. which. they,
the older oes, had learned at school. We
always prayed with them, and for the
special lesson of the day gave them a Bible
story, and strove te draw out'the teaching,
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it contained. Did they tire no, they.
loved thesu Sabbath afternoons, and looked
forward to theni as the especial enjoyable
time of the week.

We would then, as far as possible, inter-
est the childreal upon the Sabbatlh after-
noon wit.h the Bible, anîd if rightly used
the Bible will be a suflicient fund.of amuse-
ment. and instruction for the occasion,
thougli we have no objections to other re-
ligious boks, but do nôt believe in enter-
taining the children iii.the Holy Time out-
side of the commandment, which is of
binding force for young and old,. Let lis
not do evil that goôd may come.' The
children eau be kept happy and yet have
constantly beforo them that the day be-
longs to the Lord.

It is an excellent thing tolet themn tell
their childisht difficulties vhich have oc-.
curred at home or in school, and we can
s0 advise as to entertaii while we are in-
structing the flock. A continued story
works well; take one of the cities or char-
acters of the Bible; ahd nake the stury
long enougli te continue for several Sab-
baths.

The very little ones musb have especial
license given them,, they will be restless,
they, will run about and play, but can. be
su under the religious influence that even
they in their baby way will strive to.keep,
the Sabbath. Oe little fellow was allowed
to have aslate and pencil to amuse hîimself
upon the Sabbath, vith the injunction
that lie should make Sunclay pictures, and
when aeske'd ivhat he had made, answered
with'sweetseriousness 'Only just pictures
of angels,' âdding 'it isn't wicked to make
pictures of angels on Sunday, is it '-
Christian t T Mlork.

LAURA'S EXPERIENCE.

Whou Christine -Wall's Uncle John was
going lack to N'W York, last suimmer, lie
said to,'her: 'Coax your father to bring
you and?1Laura ýep to town some day. I
will drive you out to the park, dind we'll
take lunbheon atbBlank'sj' naming a fash-
'ioriablo rËtauranb. ~

:df'ristine's eyes sp5r le: ' That would
bh délishlfùl I Idèed-ywv iill corne,
unîle l'' cYr<-

aTh musements.
'T!heir father.ws a nieclìiini l country
townywî .a tmi income. But lie was

gl t possible pleasure into
thon eirdh andwhen ho heard of his
bacieélor a invitation, he promnised

arls i Christmas week, to
N Yk"',fôr tlaçd 1y..

J ,ii7 nï e b lie city in its holiday
re ;B ]C la fiié ughinigwith delighit.

I at l ù We a Laura,
;anxiously.

'Our cloth dresses4 of course,' said
'Ch'ristine.

'Impossible 4 exclaimed Laura. 'Why
all the fashionable women in New York go
to Blank's, and .what would they think of
these brown f rocks T

' They would think nothing,' said Clris-
tine, ' and if they did it would not matter
to us.' She went on quietly with lier daily
duties, keeping the thouglit of the day in
New York to cheer lier wlen sle was tired.

But Laura was weigled down with
anxiety. Sle consulted every fashionable
paper within lier reaci sle had long con.
sultations with the villagediressniaker.

She and lier sister wère ble to earn
mor or less money at certain seasons of
the year, by doing work ut home for a
manufacturing establishment iii towi. Su
sle felt at liberty to incur sone extra ex-
pense in dress. After.uuch thought and
hesitation, sho at last discovered that a
certain color was in vogue in Paris. She
bouglit a gown of ib. whichl she lad made
im what sle supposed was the extreme of
the fashion, going im debt to the shop-
ieeper, the dressniaker and the mhlliner,
for a new lat, gloves, shoes;and a file un-
brella carried the bills up te a heiglt
which it terrified-her to think upon.

'But it would be impossible to appear
among fashionable people in New York,
unfasiionably dressed,' ell said.

'I do net see why,' said Christino calnly.
Wlien the eventful day arrived, and the

girls with tleir father entered the great
room at Blank's, their Uncle John glanced
at Christine's plain brown gown and hat
with a pleasant smnile. He knew nothing
of details, but lie saw that the dress was
neat and becoming.

They passed ta tleir tàble. Christine
wlas deliglhted with the prety roomi dei-.
cate dishes, the gay groups aroud4iy r ;
but Laura could enjoy nothing, so great
was lier astonishiment and chagrin. Net
an eye rested on' lier or lier gown. These
people vere all too busy with thieir own
meals or companions to notice her.

The waiter, indeed, who served lier like
an autoniaton, observed lier dress and
thouglt it loud and vulgar. But fôrtu-
nately, Laura did not know that. The
day was one of continued bitter mortifica-
tions to lier. Whlen she -veint home, her
useless finery remnained, and witli iL a l>ad
of debt which proved a burden of misery
ta lier for mnonths.

W'lien at last it was paid, she said to
her sister, with a laugh vhich was not far
fron tears, 'Ah, Christine, liow muclh
worry and anxiety and inoney would be
saved to a girl if she only liewiii thmo bc-
ginning lov insignificant a place she liolds
in the world !'

The lesson of our own insignificance is a
bitter and liard one, whicli soise men and
wonen never learn. But those vlo do
find that it greatly simplifies the conditions
cf life and lifts theni above all petty
anxiety, envy and jealousy.

The poor in spirit reach even in this
world the peace of the kingdom of heaven.
-Bebecca Barding Davis, in The Rouse-
hold.

CIVILITY AT SEA.

An American steammer anchored off the
port of Nassau early one morning and
transferred all lier passengers who vishîed
to go ashore, with ee exception, to a steam
tender. The exception was a traveller who
had not leard ou the previous night the
warning that every ane who wislied to go
ashore for the norning must b on deck
by six o'clock. He appeared upon the
scenle a moment after the tender had cast
off.

His fellow-passengers waved their hîand-
kerchiefs and laugled at himi. The captain
undertook to.discipline him roughly.

'There is always onefool left behind ' ho
shouted angrily. 'You didn'b know enougli
to getupwhen I wairned you it would b
your oiîly chisùnce of going ashore.'

'But I received no warning I' meekly
ans wered the traveller.

This protest calle-d out a volley of oaths
from the captain. The traveller bristled
in his turn.

'It is my nisfortune ta be left behind,'
ie said. 'But it is net a brave oflicer wlo
abuses a passenger for his liard luck. I
have travelled under many flags, and I am
sorry that the first captain ta treat nie with
discourtesy should be an Ainerican.'

Before hialf an hour had passed a sail-
boat ran in close ta the steamier, and i
response to a signal from the passenger
carried him ashore. Soon afterhe turned
the tables upon the captain and the pas-
sengers.

He had letters of introduction to present
te the Governor of the Bahamas, and ivas
hospitably received byhiin. When pressed
to remain over nigmt he explained that the
steaner was te sail at ene o'clock for Cuba.
The governor.turned to his secretary.

'Tell the agent that the steamer miust
not sail until lie hears« fromî me,' was the
order.

Then the governor explained te his guest
that by virtue of a mail subsidy lie could
detain the ship for tweity-four hmeurs.
'You can stay over night and get off in the
morning,' lie added.

It was a complete reversal of conditions.
At sunrise the traveller lad beexn alone on
the ship, looking regretfully after his fel-
low-passengers who were on their way to
the shore. At nooi they were back on the
steamner, and lie was on shore, holding the
ship for his own conveience with the
governor's permission.

The traveller, however, was merciful to
the captain. He did not detain the steamer
longer tlan six heurs, and returned te it
at nightfall ta meet the captain's flashing
eye.

'Always behind time ' exclaimed- the
martinet. 'You've kept all hands waiting
since noon.

'Long, enough, I hope,' was the cool'
reply, 'for you, sir, to learn that civility
should be one of the rules of the soa, and
that the use of abusive language may be at
least-injudicious.'


