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S E LECTI ON S.

CAUSES OF FAILTJRE IN TEACHING.

-3efore cmbarking in a newv enterprise,the
wise man studies carefully the probabilities
of success in it, and his solicitude as to
his success is measured by the importance
of the enterprise. So one anticipating the
wvork of teaching should consider wveil wvhat,
it is, -what is essentiai in order to succeed
in it, and should seek to determine wlieth,'-r
.he possesses the requisite qualifications, aiud
is, in ail respects, adapted to the work. It
is far better for ail concerned that hie let it
alone than that lie take hold of it and fai..

]?erhaps there is no0 other occupation in
~yihthere is so large~ a percentage of

failure as in teaching; certauiny there is
xàone in wvhich the failures are so disastrous
to «the general welfare. Failures in teach-
iug- xay be conspicuous, but they are by
no means always so ; and hence their
mnumber is far gÏeater tlîan niay be suppos-
ed. Often, too, success is pronounced
*àècording to a false standard. lIn order to
determhine Nvhether a teacher is truiy suc-
ýccssful in his wvork, it is necessary to have
;ý adequate conception of what truc teach-
iûg really is. àMany teachers are accounted
.ýmccessfu1 merely because they have the

,apy faculty of keeping up fair appear-
:ances, and flot because they accomplish the
,grand aimn of true teaching. lIt is sadly
tUce that the real nature of the teacher's
-work is flot appreciated by the community
Zenerally, too often flot appreciated by the
.teacher himself. There is nothing wçhich
-one may attempt which is at once so dcli-
fcate- ýàiid sôrniïomentous as to teach the
young. 1 know this statement is trite-

ouhave heard it over and over again-but
e.ter ail, how many realize it ? And iL is
because il- is so faintly realized, especially
by the people at large, that the teacher's
profession is where il; is, and we have so,
Tnaly- worthiess schools.

lIt is the teacher>s spe-cial function to de-
velope miid and forai character. He wvho,
devotes himiself to teaching devotes himself
especially to this work-the developement

of mind, the formation of character-and in
ail the. doniain of labor there is 110 Work
higher than this ; none which demands a
higher order of ability, rarer gifts of head
and hieart. This being so, what other occu-
pation in the land is left to those xvîo, have
s0 littie fitness for it ? Men are exceeding-
ly carefut NOvhorn thcy emiploy in their
manufactories, their stores, and, their
agencies, and their first question is flot of
price, but of fitness; but in the sehools
there is far less; anxiety as to fitness, ana t4é
first consideration, too often, is the pnce.
Now;4 ns a ruie, in this world of mammon,
talent goes where it is paid for, and as a
consequiencc the schoois are ieft to be sup-
plied with those who havn!t ivit enough to
labor in the fields where labor is better
rewvarded..

Pcrhaps this phase of the matter, by its
implication, is flot flattering to, our pride as
a company of teachers ; but I caa not heîp
it; to ignore a disagrecabie fact does not
remove it. Suppose I should' inquire hoiï
nîany of you here to-day have entered upo»f'
the work of teaching as a Iife-tvork,-fs a'
man enters the profession of iaw, or 6f,
medicine, or begins his carcer as a merch-
ant. A very smnali proportion of th*e
teachers of the land have enterèâ'
upon their work with a- purpose .-f
devoting themselves to it for life, and thé
simple reasoft is àt does flot pay in dollars
and cents. And here we have the secret of
the n-iserable work in many of our schc'ols,
The nature of the work is flot appreciated;-
the reqùisite qualifications are flot demand-
cd; and -hence schoois are largely filled
with those who have no proper business in*
them. 0f course, the only remedy for this
evii is in the developemnent of a right public
sentiment, and for this it is our duty tO
labor. Every comm>.nity ought to féel that
its first duty, and its chie f busin~ess, is the
education of its youth. Were this recogniz-
cd, the highest honors. and the richest te-
ivards would be found in this work.
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