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~ ABUSING THE CENSOR,

London Papers Complain of Slow-
ness and Say their Specials
Are Appropriated.

Loxpox, Nov. 11 (430 . m.)—Com-
plete silence has again fallen upon
affairs in South Africa. The British pub-
lic must perforce be content with the
brief, stereoiyped report, which the cea-

gor allows to filter $hrongh from
Cape Towp. That this  condi-
tion of things s no longer

due to pregsure of work or defective
cables hes been smply proved. The
Eastern Telegraph Compeny reckons
that the resl delay in transmission ie
about two days, It is evident therefc:e

that tte censorship is respousible for
the other two days of delay which geems
to befsll all the d:-npatcher.

Moreover, the Daily Telesraph en-
nounces tust its “avpropriated de.
spatch” from Ladysmith,dated Monday,
which the war cffice publighed on Taes-
dey, was not delivered in Fleet strest
until yesterdey (Friday) morning. It is
believed that the war office received
further despatches last evening, but
nothing baz besn published.

At a banquet in the city of London
veaterday ths Dake of Cambridgs, spesk-
on the war, saic: ;

“We ocught never to bave allowad our-
gelves to be in the position in which the
outbreak of war found us. I could ecry
over the valuable lives which migut
have been spared, had we been batter
prepared.”

It is maid that Gen. Baller never ex-
pected to commence the campaign be-
fore Christmae; and it now looks as
thongh tbis would be the case. Cer-
tainly no srtillery can reach Durban be-
fore Nov. 14 snd,without additional guna,
an sdvazce from Eatconrt would be im-
poseible. No dcubt,as lord Salisbary eaid
in & recent:veech, Eogland will “Muddle
throught jt;” and yet another illastra.
tion of mucdling has become apparent
in the fact that gunnery instructors have
only just arrived at Woolwich arsenal
for instruction in siege train duties, Al-
though hurried preparations are being
made to prepare the siege traine the fact
that men are at Devonport and the
guns at Woolwich eseemo to show that
the idea of the siege tzain was quite an
afterthought.

The Moruing Post says:—

“What will come of euch muddling, if
we ever come to a fighting foe able to
torn it to advantage? Some radical re-
forms sre etill nesdel in our mobiliza-
tion arrangements.”

The statement from Ladvsmith that
the Britieh guus do not reply to the Boer
sriillery becanse the concrete beds for
the guns have not yet hardened, is ic-
terpreted in eome quarters to mean
pimply thet the British are husbanding
their ammurition, as the Boer fire is
:hnlyll trick to get the Britizh to waste

il

Among the fow items that have arrived
from the Cape today is one saying that
the Boers sre plenticg more guns from
the hiils surrounding Ladysmith. All
the coivespondenta in the beleaguared
town are safe and snxious to recpen
communication.

A gentleman who vigited Nicholzon's
Nek after the engagement counted 25
killed and 70 wounded.

The latest advices from Kimberley

dated Nov. 2, aay that all was well there
then. Anp explosion has been heard and
the snpposition wae that the Boers hed
blown up the railway oulvert south of
Dronfield.
.. The Belgian government, it is said, has
warned Dr. Leyce, whese headquarters
is ot Bruszels, that Be!gium is a neutral
country.

A corps of engineers from Gibraltar
will accompsny the siege train to the
Cape, and the men will be used in
mounticg the heaviest gavs. Two bat-
talions of mounted infantry, every men
pelected for hiz riding and shooting
qualitise, will be tent to the front.

ToxnoN, Nov, 11.—The day has
broughs forth no gzeat events, and little
chsnge has taken place either in Natal
or in tke north and portheastern fron-
tiers of Cape C .lony. The chief fact ie
the openin. ! the bombardment of
Kimberiey -+ Tueaday by Free Biate
artillery, whic!. yroved, according to an
official - stateineut, utterly ineflective.
The Bosr inveaimsnt of th: town, how-
ever, is said %o be tightenin-,

Skirmishisg beiween the Kimberley
mounted trocps snd the Boera early in
the wek, resuited in severe Boer losses,
the Br'¢/sh force logsing cme killed and
one wr tnded.

Advices from Orange River confirm
the report of tue Free Btate troops’ sd-
vance npon the north of Care Colony;
but owing to the retirement of the Brii-
ish forcea from the borderland, no geri-
ous collicion hae yet occurred, The com-
ing we=k, howevar,is certaln to ges im.
portant developments in this district.

An official despatch recorded a skir.
mish near Beimont, in which Colonel
Falconer wa: killed, three other officers
were wounded—one cdargerously—and
two privates elightly wounded, is far

from clear. It is not known whether
Colonel Falconer was  preparing
for & British advance or was
merely endeavoring to ascertain

the pumber of the Boers, It
sonsidered somewhat remarkable that
tour out of the eix casualties should
have happened to officers, and this is
thought to need some explanation. De-
spatches from Mifeking show that Col
Baden-Powell’s little force 1s still not
merely holding its own, but is daily in.
flicting more or less severe punishment
upon the Boers, whose artillery has ap-
parently provad valueless.

Nothing }em filewad (hrough today

from lenl';.‘;'-.‘a wverybody ex-

pecta to be the thextre of thrilling events
during the coming week. Transports
carrying 3,000 British troops are already
en réute to Durban, having passed Cape
Town, and the Boers must strike & de-
cisive blow ut Ladysmith now or never.

LoxpoN, Nov. 13—(4.30 8. m.)—Thia
morning’s news from the seat of wa-
in Sonth Africa continmes fairly
satisfactory. The official cables are
not very detailed with regard to the
Belmont incident, which, except for the
logs of Col. Falconer, was not a very
gerious affair.

There are signs of greafly increzged
Bosr sctivity in Natil and along
the weatern frontier. All the despatches
tend to show that the Britisn
are holding ont ably. Col. Powell
Yeports thet all was well at
Mafeking on Nov.6. Ladyemith’s latest
date is Nov. 9. While nothing adveree
is hesrd from the latter point, and confl-
derce ia f:ltin Gen. White’s ability—
previous experience haviog shown that
the Boer 2rti:lsry is not very eflective—
it is beginning to be proved thas the ac-
quisitics 2f artillery which has deatroy-

ed th. former mobility of the
Baer 1:»ces, has el tailed
to give them sny compensating

advantsge; on the contrary, the reverse
ia the cas®. It is held here that if the
Boers had not been hampered by the
traneport of heavy guns and their rescue
from tirht places,General Joubert might
ers thiy have been in Pletermaritzburg.
Unless tue Boer heavy artillery justifies
itsell by reducing Ladyamith it will
again hamper him in the eventusl re-
treat from Natel when Gen. Buller sends
the relieving force.

It is believed that the Boer refreat
will bs made over the Drakemsburg
range into the Zyutpansburg district,
where every preparation for provision-
ing and maintaining the Boers is said
to have beem made for the last stand
and where it will be difficult to dislodge
them. ‘Already it is rumored that they
are in stiaits for food aronnd Ladysmith
and or#v, therefore, be obliged to atan-
dont -~ 1ege,

Loxpon, Nov, 12—The Allan line stes-
mer Sardinian, from Montregl and Que-
bee, with the Canadisan contingent for
Sounth Africs, has arrived at Bt. Vincent,
Oape Verde Islands.

' How the Offer Was Declined.

Orrawa, Ont., Nov. 10—The following
is a copy of Mr. Chamberlain’s despaich
refusing & second, contingent for Sonth
Africa:—

“LoND>N, Nov. 7, 1899,

Your minister’s;generous offer to send
withoat delsy a second contingent for
gervice to Soutu Africs, hae received the
attentive coneideration of the secretary
of state for war aud his military edvisers,
but they regret that under exisiing cir-
cumstances they are unable to accept it.
The ofter will, however, certainly be
borne in ‘mind and her majssty’s gov-
ernment will have no hesitation in
availing themaelves of it should future
events make it desirable to doso. Her
msjesty’s government attach greaf im-
portance to this fresh preof of Canadian
sympathy and good will, and desire to
express their grateful appreciation of it.

(Signed) CHAMBERLAIN,”

The Truth of a Boer Story.

Loxpox, Nov. 10,—~The war office has
al3o igsued the following:—

“A repcrt having appeared in the
South African papers that our srtillery
fired on the Geneva flag, General Buller
telegraphs the following account of the
incident given to the Standard and Dig-
gers’ News by the Rev, Mr, Martene, &
Datch ¢lergyman, with the Boers:
‘Directly after the first cannon shot the
English thought our men were at the
railway station and fired there. They
were mnot, but one of the shots went
through an ambulance. As goon &8
they found their mistake they ceased
firing. The ambulance, in accordance
with the uiages, should have been three
miles fznm the field of battle, 8o the am-
bulsnce esnnot claim the English broke
the nsages of civilized warfare, but I do
not think the Esglish would have fired
on them had they known what it was.
It was unintentional,’”

Troops Reviewed Before Sailing.

LonpoN, Nov.10—The Prince of Wales,
the Duke of Cambridge and Lord Wol-
a:lay reviewed three squadrons of the
Household cavelry at the Albany bar-
racks this aftermoon, previous to their
departure for Sonth Africa, The Prince
of Wales and his party were greeted
with & roysl ealute. After the parade
the prince congratulated the troope. He
#aid he was proud to be their honorary
calonel, who was convinced that they
would give a good sccount of themselves
and, hs added, his heart would be with
them across the sea. His royal highness
also wished the poldiers a safe return.

Message from General White,

Loxpox, Nov. 10 — The British war
office has received from Gen. Buller the
following despatch:

Care Town, Thursday evening, Nov 9.
—Have received by pigeon from Gen-
eral White today the following: The
bombardment at long range by heavy
guns continues daily. A few casualties
are occurring, but no serious harm is
being done. The Boers :ent in today a
number of refogees from the Transvasl

‘under a flag of truce. A fiag of truce

from Ladysmith left them outside the
pickats. When the party separated
the Boer gurs fired on it before it reach-
ed onr pickete. Mejor Gale, of the
Royal Eugineers, was wounded todsy
while sending # message. The entrenc he
ments are daily growicg atronger and
the supply of provieione is ample.

From the Extreme North.

Loxpox, Nov, 10—The war office this
avaning issued the following:—
“From B:ller, Cape Town, 12.40 p. m.

by message from Bulawayo dated Nov-
3—A ems!l convoy and escort under
Specklsy, of Pilumer’a force, was attacked
by Boers Nov. 2. Six men migsing snd
lost convoy.

Another Transport.

Cape Towx, Nov. 19— The Brilish
transport Moor, having on board the
staff of three divisions of the British

army corps on its way to South Africs,
arrive2 here at 9.30 o’clock this morning.

A German Joins the Boers,

Brrux, Nov. 10—It is asserted that
Major Von Reitzenstein, winner of “the
long distance military ride from Berlin

to Vienna, has gone to the Transvaal
to join the Boer?.

Another Troopship Sails.

e LonpoN, Nov, 10.—The troopship Bave
arian eailad from Queenstown this even-
ing for the Caps, carrying ths Conngught
Rangers; the firat battslion of the Royal
Dabiin Fasiliers, and & contingent of
miscellaneous troops, altogether over
2,000 men, and a large quantity of stores.
Urowds witnessed snd cheered the de-
parture of the vessel.

Mobilization Orders Issued.

LoxpoN, Nov. 10, —Orders for the
mobilization o! the necessary reserves
for the .suppl:memisry division an-

nrunced yesterday by Lord Wolseley,

wore issued this evening. The men

2-011111. join between Nov. 13tk and Nov.
b

Fishting at Mafeking.

Carr icwN, Nov, 8—News received
from tfaf king, undated, says that, Mon-
day, tr.e Bcers shelled the town. One
Boer gav, it is added, was knocked cut of
action and the Boers retired, were rein-
forced, attacked again avd were repulsed.
Tuesday they she!led the Cangan Copje,
with little damage. Wednesdsy there
was & general atitack wunder the
cover of artilary, but it was
rapulged bythe Maxims and Hotchkiss
gune, The Boer loes was 50 killed. The
British loes was elight. Thursdsy,shell-
ing by a heavy gun was renewed and
the Boers massed with the intention of
making an attack, bat this was prevent-

‘ed by & thunder storm. Friday ' there

was a derultory rifle fire and an occca-
sional shel!, but there was littte loes of
life, due to the excellence of the sheller
in the tzenches. The health and spirits
of the troops are good.

Kimberley Vigorously Attacked.

Carx Town,Wednesday, Nov. 8 (aight)
—Despatches from Kimberley show
that the town was vigoronaly attacked
at two different points. It is reported
that one of the British force and eix
Boers were killed. It is believed here
that the Boers eurround the town in
force.

Care Towx, Nov. 1I—The f:llowing
despatch, undated, has been received
from Kimbe:ley by despatch rider, via
Hops Town, Ncv. 4, (Morning):

“In yesterday’s fight th> Boers made
their mppearance near Oarter’s farm,
The British opened fire with 8 Maxim,
Tune enemy replying with riflee. By
mistake our fire went down into the
valley, killing & member of the Cape
Follco and wounding snother. The Brit-
eh finally retired on the reservoir where
two guna were brought up to shell the
Boere, The result is not yet knowr.

Meanwhile gome Boers had cocupied
Kemper’s Dam, firing with one gun on
Ottorkopje, but not getting the range.

* They did no damage. 1t is believad
gh?ztt six Boers were killed in the firet
ght.

“The Boers now surround Kimberley
in great numbers, and are bent on ‘lift.
ing’ cattle and harrassing the British.
New alarm eignals were scuuded at 10
o’clock this morning, the enemy having
been o-:@:ved in grester numbers and
closer ‘n our outposte, They fired on a
patrol arder Major Peakman, which en-
geged tham, bat the firing wae at long
range. The only cagually was the
mirndlng of Msjor Aylefl, of the Cape
police.

“The enemy “lifted” forty cattle north-
east ¢: the genitarium, subgequently
firing sizht shells in the neighborhood
of Telsmesd’s Farm, at Kenilworth.
They did no damage and retired. Later
they fired on & number of convicis who
were working near the sanitariom, and
sventually went off with 2 large num-
ber of cattle and donkeys.

“The Boers are well mounted and from
the dips in the veldt they appear aud
disappesr with marvelous rapidity. The
demonstraet :n made to the southwest
today wag ¢)ly a feint fo cover the un-
gacessefal 1riovament at Kenilworth after
cattle. Tnwviv field gun shooling was
poor, all the &ieils falling shor:,”

LonpoN, Nov, 12—FLe war office is.
sued the following despatch this evening
from Genexrzl Sir Redvers Buller, dated
Cape Town November 11—10.40 p. m.:—

“Col, Kekewich, (British commander
at Kimberlsy), reports that the enemy
was very active on November 4, prin-
cipally with the object of driving oft
cattle. The Orange Free Btate troops re-
tired rapidly before Col. Turner, with-
ount firirg. At 12,30 p. m. the Transvaal
troop’ advanced on Kenilworth. Masjor
Peakr 20 with & sqguadron of Kimberley
Ligh’ Horse, was hiding in the busb,
and gave the enemy & warm reception.

The Boers retired firing. Col. Tarner
reinforced Msjor Peakman and at 12.45
the enemy opened fire with one piece of
artillery at nearly 4,000 yards range.

Two guna of the dismond fleid artillery

weore then in gupport of Col. Turner, but

the enemy’s guns hed ceased fi:ing afier | i

the fifth round, Congequently our guns
did not come into actior. The enemy’s
artillery fire was not damaging and his
gshooting was bud.

*Oar casaalties in the Kenllworth en-
gagemen! were limited to Mejor Ayleff,
of the Oape pclice, who way wounded in
the neck. He is expected to recover.
Latsrin the day our picketseay, the
Bosra carried off six dead from one spot,
probsbly killed by our Maxim. The
total Boer loss was probably heavy, bat
h?dbnot been estimated by Col. Keke-
wiek.

“About 5.30 p. m., Col. Turner was
sgain in contact with a new body of
the eremy on Schneat Drift road.
From the connirg tower a large
namber coull be plainly seen abont two
miles to the north of the Kimbarley ze:
gervolr, and others ..eld a walled enclo-
sure on their own right flank. Colonel
Turnér opened with & Maxim and two
gunsiof the Diamond Field srtillery sent
1n pupport. He came into scotion at 5.47
p. m. and continued firing until dusk,

“Quar farther casualties there were
Private Lubbe of the Cape police, who
wae shot through the head and who died
on arriving at the hosvital, and Sergeant
Watermarge, of the Kimberley division
of the Cape police, who was wounded,
but is doing wel!.

“Col, Kekewich is unable to estimate
the enemy’s losses, but believes they
must have been severe, jndg'ng from the
precipitate retreat of the Boers. Af6.10
p. m, the enemy opeped fire with. one
piece of artillery from Kampars Dam on
Ottoskopjs, the latter being helfi! by the
Oape police. The enemy inflictad no
damags.”

D¢gpatetes from Estconrt say it has
been asocertained that the British have
laidiconcrete bede for firing the Lyddite
naval guns, showing that there is mo
foundation for the fear that the lyddite
ammunition at Ladyemith has been ex-
weis.,. I8 also reported from the
same quariess that some fires have been
eeen in Ladysmith, indicating that the
Boer hombsardment has been o some ex-
tent eflective. :

A #}al despatch from Cape Town
confi; “the earlier report thet it was
Gen. Buller who ordered the British
evacuation of Stormberg and Nasuw
Poor:, a8 he considersd the frontier line
too wesk and too much extended. It is
understood, howsver, that Nasaw Poort
will be occupied again as soon as the
advance from Queenstown is ordered.

British Treatment of Prisoners.

Duzeax, Natel, Nov. 8—Wednesday—
The warsh'ps have landed a naval bri-
gade with 20 guns, for the defense of the
town, amid the greatest enthusiaem.

DursaN, Nov. 11—The government has
received letters from C:1. Schiel, the
Gérman officer esptared at Elaande-
gaats, in behalf of the Holander prison-
ers, expressing gratitude for their kind

_and humane treatment. The Boers and

the British, he eays, are treated exacily
slike. The colonel farther expreesed his
appresiation of the civility and humen-
ity of the British authorities at Lacy-
smith and Peitermaritzburg.

British Wounded to Cape.

Duzeax, Natal, Nov, 8—Captain Perry
Scott of the firat clnes protected cruiser
Terzible has bsen appointed comman-
dant here in the place of M«jor Bethune,
who will assume active command of the
mgpnted Oatland corpe.

'he march of the naval brigade with
twenty guns, through the town was an
inspiring scene. The band of the Ter-

-rible, stationed outside the town hell,

rlayed popular airs and the crowds
along the line of march exhibited intense
enthusiasm. Another batch of Boer
prisoners- has arrived. The British
wounded willgo to Cape Town tomor=

I0W,

Since hostilities began there have
been small fractional fights along the
Pendoland border, but otherwize the

‘natives hsve bren quiet. The natives

at Mariizburg, however, owing to the
pitnation at Ladysmith, are becoming
nervous and beginning to seek places
which they think safer.

Lieut. Wood of Halifax Dead.

LoNDoN, Nov. 11—The war office has
received the following despatch from

Gen, Buller, under date of Cape Town,
Nov. 11, afteracon:—

“With reference to my telegram of the
10th, Col, Gough, with two squadrons of
the Tenth Husears, a battery of fisld ar-
tillery and one and one hslt companies
of mounted infantry, found aboat 700 of
the ememy with one gun in poeition,
about 9 miles westof Belmont.. He en-
geged the enemy with his artillery and
sent the mounted infantrv to the enemy’s
1sft flsnk to discover their lasger. The
loeses raported yesterday occurred dar-
ing this operation,

%“Cgl, Gough engaged the ememy for
about three hours and then returned to

camp,

“The death of Lieut, Wood has just
been reported.”

LoxpoN, Nov. 11—It is officlally an-
nouneed that the troopship Hawarden
Castla has arrived at Cape Town with
1,010 €roope.

Lonpon, Nov. 11—A despatch from
Cape Town dated Wednesday, Novem-
ber 8, indicates that the American
miniaturist, Amelin Huesner, is amang

the beleaguered people at Kimbe:ley.

The deapatch adds that Mr, Rhodes is
sitting to her for a miniatare.

* LoxDoN, Nov. 13—The war office this
morning issued the following official de-
spatch from Cape Town, dated Sunday,
Nov. 12, noon:—

“Col, Gough, at Orange River, reportes
that during the reconnoiseance of 16
miles, to & poict nine miles west of Bsl-
mont, on November 10, the coffi-
cers of the patrol firat came on
a Boer position taken upon a
great ;semi-circular ridge, standing out
into "a plateau. They endeavored to
make the Boers develop their efrength
by demonstrating with two squadrzons of
the Ninth Lancers and a field battery on
the left wing, with one aud one-half
companies of mounted infantry on the
right wing and with artillery in the mid-

dle of the plateau out of the infaniry
re.

The enemy began by firing at ovor
cavalry from a gan at the north end, As
the cavaly, in open order began fo circle
srcund them, the hills seemed full of
sharpshootars. The mounted infantry
endeavored to ouiflank the enemy’s left
in order fo discover the lasger, coming
under & heavy and unexpected fire from
a few akirmishers.

“Oar guns fired several apparently
effective shots, but the enemy did not

 regpond, having withdrawn with the

wounded. The enemy did nct fire on an
ambulanee, Col, Couth withdrew his

Horce after a demonstration lasting three

hours, and returned to camp the same
afternocon near Orange River. .

The gune and & few horses were
brought in by rail. The wounded were
gent to Orange River by rail immedi-
ately after the sction. The enemy’s
strength appeared considerable, appar-
ently 700 with one gun.”

Doxpon, Nov, 13—The war office an-
nounces that the troopship Roslin Castle
has arrived at Darban and the the troop-
ship Gascon at Cape Town.

{ Bombardment of Ladysmith,

Esrc:urr, Thursday, Nov. 9—Afier-
noon—A party which rode out several
miles about noon to observe the bom-
bardment of Ladysmith, counld see &
Long Tom, a forty pounder, posted on
the railway side of the Bulwars, firing
at intervals of 6 to 8 minutes. Ancther
gun was obzerved in operation a litils
distance awsy. Pafls of smoke were
discernitls on the opposite side, show-
iog that Ladyemith was withstanding
a big bombardment. The locality of
the town was nothing but a huge caul-
dron of emoke,

Esrcoure, Natal, Nov. 9 (morning)—
Heavy firing is now proceeding in the
direction of Ladysmith. It began at
daybreak. Some reports are so much
heavier than any previously heard as to
lead to & general beliet that the British
naval guns are sgain active.

The safe arrival at Ladysmith of
Lieut. Hooper of the 5th Lancers ashow?
that communication with the garrison is
posgible. He was anxions to rejoin his
regiment and started hence, accom-
panied by a Natal policeman. They
succeeded in traversing the Boer lines.

LoxpoN, Nov. 13—An unofficial state-
ment 18 published that the Gascon, socon
after her arrival at Cape Town, left for
Durban Bay and Deiogoa Bay.

The fact tuat the latest two official
despatchea were received from General
Sir Forestier Walker and not from Gen-
oral Buller seems to indieate that the
latter may have already left Cape Town.
A Brnsgels telegram aseerts that he has
actusally reached Darbanp.

Strong bids are being made by the
Boers for the supuort of the Cape Dutch,
bat without much succeas, although it ie
believed that the Datch farmers, espe-
cially in Picquetberg district, srmed
with Mausers are watchinz the course of
events before joining the Boers.

The wounded are recovering im a re-
markable manner, The Mauser wounds
-are small and heal quickly. Many of
the wounded apply for permission fo re-
tarn to the front. -

Oape Town, Nov. 8—A despatch from
Pretoria dated yesterday, says that the
foreign coneuls hold weekly meetings at
the residence of the Italian diplomatic
cgent to discuss matters of international
intereat.

According to the same correspondent
the Rose Deep- and Foreire Deep, with
ten other wmines sre working. White
and black labor is plentiiul and the mint
is busy coining gold.

Ogaxce Rivee, Cape Colony,!Nov, 9 —
A gquadron of the 9th Lancers, with &
company of mounted infantry, recon-
noitered today in s southeasierly direc-
tion, retarning by way of Pecasville,
without incident. The excursion had
the effact of quieting the inhabitants of
the district.

Boers Hold Coleneo.

Estcourt, Natal, Thursday evening,
Nov. 9—An armored frain company of
the Royal Dablin Fusiliera started at
half past cne this alternoon and reached
the break in the railway line, about halt
a mile from Coleneo, without incident.
Capt. Hensley, with several men, recon-
noitered and met a native who said the

Boers were occupying the towr. While
the conversation wa® in  pro-
gresa the Boers opened fire

from Fort Wylie, but did. no injory.
Captain Hensley thereupon retired npon
the train after the Fasiliers vollayed
on the fort. As there was no reasponse,
the presumption was that the Boers had
retreated. The armored. train re-
turned here safely at 6 a’clock.

Captain Hensley learned from the
native that the Boers were numerous on
the Ladysmith side of Colenso.

Daring the afterncon there was a cse-
gation of the bombardment of Lady-
smith. A heliograph was working from
Fort Wylie. -

Loxpox, Nov. 13—The simulianeous
attacks on Ladyamith, Mafeking and
Kimberley, which were opened Thurs.
day, manifest recognition by the Boers
of the fact that every day leeseus their
chances of & successful onelaught on any
of the three British strongholds. Gen-
eral Joubert’s chances of reaching Pieter-
meritsburg can be srid fo have vanished.
This is already reported to be admitted
by Colonel Schiel, the Germesn officer
commanding the Boer artillery, whois
supposed to have been largely the anthor
of the Boer plan of campsign, and who,
in an interview, is alleged to have said:
“The Boer intention was to have cap-
tured Pietermaritzburg and then to dic-
tate terme, Batthe hops ofaccomplishing
must now be abandoned, although there
is no doubt that from the British point
of view, the genersl gituation in Natal is
rapidiy improving,” Nearly eight thoun.
sand troops reached South Africa -dur-
ing the last 48 hours,and by the end
of the week from six to seven thonsand
more will be asdded to the British
strength in Natal. Theee will probably
be pushed forward to Estcourt, bringing
the British fozce there up to 10,000 men,
and making a general attack on Lady-
smith by General Joubert very hazard-
ous, It is expected Genural Methuen
will be able to ococupy Colenso and

—

strefch oat & helping hand to Ger. White
by Monday next.

It all the troops belonging fo Genersl
Methuen’s division will not hava arrived
by then, the advance from Estcourt may
be delayed, but if it is deemad essentisl
to open communication wisth the be-
leagured town at the earliest poasible
moment, Gen. Methuen it is believed
may decide fo replace the regular cav-
alry and artillary by the Natal and Oat-
lander mounted forces and the naval
gnns, in which case, it is claimed, if
ought to be possibls fo re-occupy Colenso
aud alretch out a hand fo @eneral
White by Monday, though it is added
the course to be followed by General
Methuen mnst necesearily be dictated
entirely by official knowlsdge of General
White’s position and resources and the
experts hope Ganeral Mathuen will be
abls to await the concentration of the
whole division before advancing and
thus have & better chance of dealing &
telling blow at Genersl Joubert’s main
army which, if is asserted, will be caughs
between two British forces and come
pelled either to fight 8 general action or
retire to their stronghclde. The Prakens-
burg Kaffirgram by way of Parban, re-
porting a severe defeat of the Boers af
Ladyemith, Thursday, may torn to be
correct. Batin view of previcua experi-~
ence it muet be received with eautionm.
It appears, however, certain that heavy
fighting cconrred, ard that the lyddite
of the naval guns must heve had a dire
effect on the burghers, if {t reached
them. A belated despatch from Lady-
smith, dated Nav. 6, by way of Eateourt,
under date of Nov. 9, confirma the ides
that the temporary cessation of the Boer
bombardment was dne to Ger. Jouwbar
awaiting the srrivel of other positiom
gune before tackling the work in earnent.
1¢ sleo saye:—

“Everyone is cheerfcl and confident.
We can show & rigid front for weeks to
come. Hitheito the bomhardment hes -
done litt'e damage. Yesterdsy the
Boers sert in eipht wounded ‘rom Dun-
dee. We have been by train to the
Boers’ advanced post. T-e Bosrs con-
sider their success dae to the justnessof
their canse. They have been guilty of
abusing the Red Croses flag. News from
the south is scanty. A number of guns
are in position &}l sround us. It was
difficult at firet to locate them, «s they
use smokeless explisiver, but a balloon
managed to diecover a:l the positione.”

All the news from Kimberley and
Mafeking continue to point to the ability
of these places to hold out antil the
plans of relie! mow maturing can be
consummated. Captain, tne Hor. Diug-
las Hepry Maisham, reported killed in
tne de:patehes received today from Ccl.
Baden-Powe:l, sent from Mafeking un-
der date Oct. 31, wss the third son of
the Eal of Pomney. Captain(. A.
Patchell, aiso mentioned in the same
despatches a8 among the killed, had
seen coneiderabls service in Iudia, in-
cluding Chitral.

The stopping of the French sieamer

Cordebs, by the British orulssr Maga- -

cienne, near Lorerzy Marqaes, Dslogs
Bay, is boond to bs much commented on.

LoxpoN, Nov. 13—Thse colonial coffice
todey gave out the foilowing extract of
the telegram received from governor of
Natal:— s

“Lient. Lethbridge, of the Riflsa bri-
gade, who wee dangeron:ly wonnded
Nov. 7 at Ladyemita, Lisus. Nesbif, of
the Gloucester regiment, and the pris-
oners at Preloria, are reported by &
refages to be doing well.”

Betrayed by a Subordina'e.

LoureNzd MarqQues, Dslago Bay, Nov.
9—Father Mattbews, who has arrived
here from Pretoria, says with reference
to the surrender of the Irish Fasiliers
and the Gloucestershirs troops at Niche
olson’s Nek that, after the mulss gfam-
peded the force got hard pressed by the-
enemy. They womid have held out,
however, bat gome subordinate, without
inetructions, hoisted & flag of truce, on
his own respongibility. Nothing then
remained but to surrender.

We were sent out, says Father Mat-
thews, to occupy a position with the ob=
ject of praventing two Boer forces from
joining. We started at hal’-psat eight
Sunday evening, marched 10 miles and
gos to the hill about one o’clock Monday
morning.

The firet mishap was thai the Moun-
tain battery stampaded and seatfered
the whole lot of mules,. We formed up

again and gained the top of the
hill,. The guns were. gone but
not all the ammunition. It was pitch
dark. We had one hour’s sleep. The
firing began just after daybreak, being
somewhat slack for & time. But finaHy
the Boers crep$ round and the firing be-
came furious, Oor men made a breast-
work of stones. Soon sfter 12 o’clock
noon there was a general cry of “Cease
fire,” but our fellows would not atop fir-
ing. Msjor Adye came up saad con-
firmed the order and them the bugle
sounded ceage fire,

In our locality there was a rumor that
@ white fiag was raised by s young offi-
cer who thonght his batca of tem men
were the gole survivors, but we were 900
slive, having started with perhaps 1,000,
Ithink many of the baitery men ea-
caped,

Oar officers and men were farious at
the surrender, The Boers did not seem
to be in great numbera on the spof, but
I heard their main body had galloped
off. Oar men had to give vp their arme
and the officers were sent i Command-
ant Stesnkamp, The cfficers then
ordered them to fall im,

The officers were taken away from the.
men and sent to General Joubert ths.
ssme day, fravelling in mule wagonsand
tleeping that night in some store on the
vu{. The next morning they ftook a
train at Waschbank for Pretoria. They
are very well treated and so E have.
heard are the men.

‘I'hers has been no unpleasantness at
Pretoris. The officers are a achool
buildirg and sre allowed walk as
they please in the grounds.

The surrender in my jodgment was &
great blunder, caused by & misunder-
standing. M:jor Adye was much puf
out. The white flag was not haisted by,
the Irish Fusiliere,
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