EDUCATION—INSPECTORS’ REPORTS
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YARMOUTH Coun TY.

G. J. Farism, Inspector."
Sir,—

The close of another Year brings with it my duty of reporting to you on
the present state of the Schools in the County of Yarmouth, and the progress,
if any, that has been made in education during the year that has passed,

So far as regards the number of schools open, teachers employed, gnd
pupils attending, we have cortainly nothing''to boast of; over the previons
Year,—we have rather lost ground ; but in every other respect we can make a
good record. We have better qualified teachers in the upper grades, the
schools were kept open a longer time than ever before, we have added one new
section to our previous list, we have built or purchased six new 8chool-houges
at an average cost of one thousand dollars each, and ‘our financial conditfon
generally was never go prosperous. - Only five soctions owa more than one
hundred dollars each, The amount assessed from off the sections has exceeded

i 2; the amount expended for school 8es by
85,316 ; and the value of schoo] Property by $8,360. The total value f school
Pproperty in the County is now put down at $91,120, but this'is too low ;
$100,000 would be nearer the mark, This will give' an average of 81,470 for
each of the 68 sections in the County.

In school work I find an improvement, The

weeded out, and those more capable, although not always of a higher grade, gre
filling their places. Still there are a fow who cling to us like burs, and cannot
be shaken off. ~Time, I hope, will gradually work the desired change, The
Registers are more correctly and neatly kept than formerly ; the examinations
more regularly held; greater attention given to black-board work; better
style of writing adopted, and more interest shown ‘in: the" schools by both
teachers and pupils,  All these are changes in the right direction,

From the larger number of schools which have been ¢ ened this winter
term, I look for an accession to the general attendance ; and I bhelieye that. in
school statistics we shall miore than make up the loss of the past year, and
again take our stand as a Progressive County. = The stringency of the times
has had en injurious effect upon us, as upon all commereia] communities,
Only give our 136,000 tons of shipping~ profitable employment, and we shall
in schools, as in other lines of business, rapidly advance,

The late changes in the Aot meet with the approval of all who spesk of
. them. What is now asked foris g compulsory clause; but however much I

believe it to be desirable, I do not see how it

poorer ‘teachers are being

It is very seldom that I hear anythi;ﬁut approval of the general foatures
of the school act; a grumbler is a rare bird ; and as for the open opponent of
the system, the character has sither died out, or like 4 bear has retired to hig
den, there to brood ovep the ruin/of his coutitry” in silence, Twelye years
have worked wonders in public opinion ing educational affijrs,

One of the most Pleasing foatures of the past year is the improv:pmut in
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