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The Minimum Wage Act

N certain ecireles it seems td be a fashionable thing to attack the
l Minimun Wage Aet and its administration. For some time
the Toronte Distriet Labor Council has heen busy at this pastime.
Reeently a seetion of the sensational press has devoted considerable
space towards the same purpose. What ohbjeet
what good ean be done by these attacks “‘The Canadian Labe:
Press’” fails to nnderstand.

The Minimum Wage Aet was passed in response -to pressure
from the Labor movement. For at least ten vears Labor has con-
ducted a steady agitation, asking for the enactment of legislation
to proteet womer and girls in the matter of wages and hours.

sdwministration of the Aect has been subjected to unjust, carping
eriticism for which there has not heen the slightest justification.
It scems to be fargotten that since the Aet has heen in operation. the
wage rates of women and girls have been raised fifty to one hundred
per cent. :

One has only to read the report of Dr. W. A Riddell in the
investigation he made prior to the passing of the Aect, to obtain
proof of this faet. The erities of the A¢t falke.the ground that the
rates set hy $ke Foard are inadequate to meet the expenses of a
workine sirl and that the Roard does not. enforce the pemalty
clanses of the Aet against employers who violate it

Let us look for a moment at these charges. It was fully under-
stond by the eomuaittee which drew up the basis upon which the
Act was drafted, a eammittee by the way, composed of a great
many interests svmpathetic to the minimum wage prineiple, and
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Toronto Pump Contract

N our issue of October 11th, *‘The Canadian Labor Press’’ referred
l editorially to the contract for a pump to be let by the Toronto
ind which we stated should be given to the John
Company =s against a bid submitted hy a United States con-
There stili seems to be 'some hesitation on the part of the To-
ronto Board of Control to give the contract ta th¢ Toronto firm,
athough whv there should be does not seem reasonsble.

It is sdmitted by the representative of the Unjted States firm
that the ill he bronght from the United States, which
weans that a geaed deal of the labor in connection With the pump
will’be American. It is absurd for Mr. T. L. Church, MLP., to say
labor will amount te is $1.500. This totally ignores
the patert truth that if the comtract Is given to the Toronto firm,
the material necessary will be produced in Canads and that will
mean the employment of Canadian labor apart from the labor em-
ploved by the J Inglis Company in the constPaction
pump. Mr. Chure
for a former mavor of Toronto and a member repfpsenting a To-
ronto seat, an attitmdic whole impossible to reconelle with his pre-
vions utteranees concerning the welfare and prestige of Toronto

The faet of the matter is that if the contraet is given to the To-

ity Couneil
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the {'nited States firm, they will not, and this should be the domin
ant factor for the Poard of Control in making their decision, for if
Toronto citizens are unemployed then the eity loses i revenue and
in addition has to mate extra expenditure for relief purposes.

If eruployment ix enconraged in Toronto, them the city derives
the donble henefit of more taxes and less expenditufe.

on which Labor was fally represented. that legislation eould only be
eancted in view of the opposition to it establishing the least or
minimem basis of fond clothing and shelter necessary for the up-
keep of a working girl. It was not intended to set a rate that
would moyide a surplus over and above these requirements

Yot the Labor erities of the Aet seem to think that the Board
fails in its duty if it does not set a rate that will provide suech a
serplus,

The truth is. it is not the Minimum Wage Board that fails in its
dnty in that respect. hut the Labor movement.

If Labor is desirons of seeing that women and girls should re |
eeive a wage sufficient to provide a surplus, then Labor hax the duty
of organizirg them so that they will secure such a wage. Up to date
very little effort has beesf spent by trade unmions in this direction, |
although they have a gnod basis established by the Minimum Wage
BBoard to build wpon.

As to the seeond eharge, there is not the slightest proof that
the Roard wonld seek to shield anyvone who violated the law, rather
the reverse, and ““The Canadian Labor Press'’ is convinced that
the present persgnmel of the Board, which includes Labor repre-
sentatives, would. npon eclear proof of any violation of the Aect,
proceed to enforee the Act impartially, regardless of what interest
or influence was affeeted. Suspicion or rumor is not proof, and
the Board is wise in seeing that clear proof of violation is obtained
befors proceeding to enforee penalities, beeause a prosecution that

not be sustained wounld.seriously shake the efficacy of the

RHN TR TR Tabor Press ™ fedls tharit’ & de-
plorable 108 to Lator if the Act was abandoned or destroyed.

Labor Men Seek
Wage Safeguard
Want Penplfy Clause Insefted In

Public Controcts Forcing
Cancellation
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sent was practically a farce. In al-
most every contract let under it so far
a fight had occurred in commnection
with obtaining fair conditions.
The matter of the Falr Wage Act
was raised by Delegates Crowe and C.
| Harding reported the carpenters were
i tract let by the city to the Nelson Con-

THROUGH THE

.

NOVEMBER 15th, 1924

{ been taken up.
places himself in a very incofMistent attitude |bas been secured in Muskoka and it

. §: aatiis - |
ronto seat an attitude wholly impossible to reconcilé with s pre- |

True Confidence ind Understandiv,y Between Employer
and Employee Absolutely Necessrry to Industrial Peace.

Live News ana Views

————— s —— e
—_—

= e

Single Copies 5e. No. 21

.Hamilton T.and L.

Council Are Active ;

Enter Protest

A p?o(e:r was forwarded to the
provincial government concerning the |
reduction of interest to three per|
cent. in the provincial savings banks !
It was pointed out that if the scope
of business for the bank was droaden-
led out that the imstitution would be
{even more profitable than at the pres-

{ent time
Colonization Scheme

It wag brought .tp the attemtion of
the Trades Council that the coloniza-
tion scheme suggested by Miss Mar-
garet Bondfield, while in this city, has

One hundred acres

is the intention to subdivide this ter-
fgory into lots of one acre each where
families of workers, whose breadwin-
ner is departed, will be placed.
Unemployment Council

On the suggestion of the unemiploy-
ment committee an effort is to be
made locally to form an unemploy-
ment council. A call is to be sent out
to all local trades unions asking that
they affiliate,

Toronto’s New Magistrate

CCORDING to press roports it is stated to be fikely that the
A new senior magistrate for the city of Toronto Will be E. W_ J.
Owens, M.P.P., the present member for South-east Toronto
m the loeal legislature
““The Canadian Labor Press’’ congratulates the City of Torohto
on such a matter and hopes that the prpposed appointment will
shortly be announced. ; |
Mr. Owens, or Eddie, as he is better known to Labor men, is
a man of wide demoeratic sympathies well known anll liked by cit-
izens in all wallks of life, who will fill the position With eapability
and who is possessed of a keen knowledge of Canadiafi law and will
make an excellont wenior magistrate. Mz, Owens' BpoL ent is .
L—mnp-wﬁnbthnm will be no eriticism that-it-
gressives as he is with members of his own party.
The old coneeption of a magistrate’s duties, that of a stern|

knows when punishment should he inflicted and who knows when
to exercise wise toleration in cases that deserve it, does more to
prevent erime than any other ageney.

We now know that motives, environment and heredity

| the building trades, a joint meeting of

of the building trades as well-as other
itical reasons, for he is equally as popular with Liberals and Pro-| well, be it resclved that this Building

official, whose sole funetion it was to distribute punishment, is|fore the conference in the strongest
passing away avd we are beginning to recogmize that the man who | possible manner the

play |
important parts in erime, and the man who ean weigh these factors | TSty on or for immigration. be ap-

To'Give Employment
to Building Trades

Rrantford Workers Pass Reselution
Urging Bar te Immigration

Brantford, Ont.—With a view to
providing employment for the men of

all workers in those trades held in
the Labor Hall passed the following
resolution:

“That in view of the unemployeent

workers, not only in the Winter sea-

trades Council urgently request that
our representative at Ottawa put be-

following
clauses:
“First, that all immigration be
stopped except bonafide farm wettlera
“Second, that all moneys spent di-

i plied along with other moneys to as-

|
i
|

wisely is the ideal magistrate. Eddie Owens is such a type and there |

Winnipeg, Man—Efforts will be
madle by the Trades Council to have
a penaity clanse inserted in conmtracts
let by the provincial government,
school board .and oty council, ac-
cording to a resolution passed at its
meeting recently. This clause wounld
agtomatically ia ct it the

| struction Co., for installing the steam-
heating mains. Delegate declared the

will be no regrets from any section of the community regarding this
appointment,

council shouid add the carpenters in
their efforts to obtain fair conditions
from tble comstruction company, with
respect to working overtime. Delegate
Harding reprted the carpenters were

Fair Wage Act as yiolated.

deavoring to get the eight hour day
recognized on the steam-bheating

T
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| A letter was read from Frank Mor-
O S APk ety Subite S | e, sectatary of (he Amsries Ped-

Was brought up by Nel Crowe, who | .rarion of Labor, in reply to & re-
. declared the Fair Wage Act at pre- ' quest for an org for Winnt

Corporation Baiting

EN or fifteeri years ago a favorite pastime in the United

T States was what was popularly ealled *‘trust-busting”’

which was in actual practice, a series of attacks by sec-

tions of the United States press and politicians on large cor-
porations.

The game has fallen into disfavor over the border, but
signs are appearing in Canada which show a desire on the part
of our politicians to enter upon such a eourse here.

Recently attacks were made in the Toromto City Couneil
against the oil, milk, bread and eoal industries, and now ap-
parently similar attacks on industry are to be attempted in
Montreal

A proposal has been placed before the Montreal City
Covneil by two aldermen, that a surtax be placed on publie
utilities using the city streets.. T

Rvidently the sponsors feel that such a tax would appeal
to the popular mnd, but in the opinion of *“The Canadian la-
bor Press’’ this is very doubtful. As we believe that the
" mind is eoming to the very sensible view that agitations ag
industries for the purpose of vote-catching react to the disadvan-
tage of the community and especially' to the working elass
section, due to the fact that these attacks unsettle industry,
ereate depression, retard the normal expamsion of eapital,
plant and buildings, and thus add to the unemployment situa-
tion already in existenee. .

What industry needs is not more taxation, but less, for
the burden it has to bear since the war is almost overwhelming
and if politicians are singere and want to, do something that
is construetive, that will build up industry, ereate more employ-
ment and help to sweep away the present business depression,
they will really seek ways and means by which the present
heavy load will be diminished and if they do that they will earn
the thanks of every citizen in walk of kife. :

The City of Montreal

rosals go into oblivion, and if » prosperity that
&uh is waiting for will come that mueh earlier.

The Plebiscite Result
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HE people of Ontario have recorded their votes on the O.T.A |
and the result when analazyed emphasizes a situation that must |

{ sist in bringing coal from the Western
| provinces to other parts of Canada
with the ultimate intention, in the
nedr future of prohibiting the exporta-
| tion of pulpwood entirely, and appoint
an independ tariff ¢ with
bonafide Labor representatives there-

on. 4 i

'Has Spent Million on
| Relief in 8 Years

This Does not Include Either Wages
or Capital em Werk Provided by
City as Relief
Nearly a million dollars to be exact,
$993.116.75, hias been spent by the city
of Calgary In the last eight years In
relief and charitable measures grow-
ing more or less directly out of lack
of employment, This tigure. which is |
accurate even to cents, includes tu:‘
¥ear's estimates for relief whica will |
probably be exceeded. according to ali |
indications at present, making the |
total spent since 1916 very mearly a |
million dollars. !
This does not include cither wages |
or capital expenditure on work pro- |
vided by the city as rellel measures :
during the time referred to, which
would run into many more thousands
of dollars, spent not so much with a
view to accomplishing work ecomom-
ically as to provide work for those

living W thes city wh needed it

Canadian Barbers
Form Organization

Canadian barber delegates. who at-
tended the comvention of the Journey-
men Barbers’ Internstional Union of
America, beld in Indianapolis receatly.
bave formed a Canadian assocation to

offiters for a term of two years: !

Presideny, Leon Worthall, Toroato: i
First vice.president, L. Di Mura, Mon- |
treal: Secomd vice-president, A. Na|
Vanstone, Regina: Third vice-presi- |
dent. H. V. Garayer, Medicine Hat; |
Pourth vice-presidest. G. Yorkston, |
Néw Westminster, BC.: and secre- |

The Chinege Problem

(The followinig paper by the editor of *“The Canadian Laber Press”
mmd:!thmnthtm'ucnmﬁnmnmlng
Edward Hotel, Toror 1o, October 30th to November 1st)

Guestion and it ¥ necessary that all elasses of Canadian citizens

and ip particu!y r the lahoring class, should study keenly what
will be the effeet to (Yanada if this matter continues to increase at *he
rate which it is dobag to-day.
] _"n one oceasiolm, a famous sociologist stated in reference to
Immigration, "_\‘uuv_; imwmigration is after all. a problem of mntermar-
riage ; admit 10 Your national life any mmigrant you are willing te
aceept racially ag'a member of your family in :uar:'ugn-
: Frankiy Taay he said that the Canadian people do and must
lo & upon marfage between the Chinese and whites with dsapproval,
not ‘only bequse of the difference in eole r, but also becanse of the
rast difference in outlook, habits, temperament and social philosophy.
l" 1aes, rannot he assimilated inte the national life: they remain a
clv g oy rt, hinging with them 3

b abits and customs that
te ‘Canadian ideals of life and
ol per Oriental races, such
P oblem applies almost wi
tae ) . .
The rema fertility of

problem in a large degree: one ha

ties of Bratish Col

| \ ¢ ;
CA.\AD.\ s facing 7. grave problem in the Oriental immigration

¢ habits and eustoms of Ching
Zany mmstances are repugnant
AR ‘mship. This ebjection applies to
as the Japanese, but whilst the Ja
olly 16 the provinee of Rritish Coumbia,
of the Dominion of Canada
the Oriental intensifies the
as only to look at the birth statis-
* how the situation is aggravated. The
that provinece was in
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nesx 1Re Wholkd
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and the =t six months of 1921 was 1
ratio of Japanese

to

to 13, which means that the

irths to whites has reased over 1,500 per cent.

in eleven and one half vears

Now whilst there have } rriages among Chinese as
compared with Japanese, ae of immigration amongst
Chinese has been much gres During the period 1908 to 1922,
Japanese immigration has amounted to 16565 and of these 7200
have been admitted hetween 1911 and 1921 During the period 1911
to ~]?):]. there were admitted to Canada 26,701 Chinese males and
636 females and 1,687 children. Canadians are faced with a dilemna
from which there is only one way out for if Chinese females are ex-
elu.dv-i. then the males will contraet either lawful or unlawifal
all_mnnf\ with white women, ecither of which is repugnant to Can-
edian eitizenshiv, or admit Chinese females so that marriage will be
restricted to their vwn racs awd the Telldenes then will 6 ix shows
in the case of British Columbia, to equalize the ratio between them.
f':"“ and the white races and nitimately to submerge the othe~ races
in the distriets where thex settle. There is only one way whereby
(‘.a.nad_umﬂ can deal with this problem AND THAT IS BY TOTAL
EXCLUSION OF ORIENTALS FROM CANADA.

Menacing as the Japanese question is the Chinese problem is still
greater. for the reasons that whereas the Japanese are centered in one
area, the Chinese are distributed throughout the country and alse
because the two industries in which the Chinese are active are
extraordinarily important to public health. [ refer to the restaurant
and laundry business, enterprises concerned with what people eat
and the clothes they wear. Medical science makes it quite clear that
fm\d}_ml washing, unless prepared under the best possible hygienie
conditions, must inevitahly tend to produce disease and sickness
m the community and | venture to predict that no one will be found
who_cln say that Chinese lzund¥ies and restaurants are the best
possible exposition of hygienie conditions

: There is also an aspeet that must be considered by the working

ciass and that is that the establishment of each Chinese laundry
anfi restanrant means the taking away of a livelihood from Can-
adian men and women. i

Labor has organized itself into a movement to proteet and bet
ter its standard of life: to be consistent them. it must protest against
the settlement in Cunada of a race whose methods of living are bound
t2 react and lower the standard of living for thousands of working
men and women. The Chinese race live unto themselves. and whilst
they make money from trading with the white races. thev spend it
amongst _'hemwlvrx They live chr.e];, work all hours and only pay
their whitq help, where they employ any, a decent wage when com-

(Continued oh Page 2)
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