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V Biseellany,

THE GROCER’S STORV.l

Ours was a quiet street at most times, a lazy,
shady place, where the green blinds were for-
ever closed, and «here there was so little pass-
ing, that spires of grass grew here and there
among the flag-stories, aud the stone curbs of
the iron-railed areas were fringed with soft
green moss. A very quiet place at most
times, but late one autumn afternoon a strange
ery sounded through it, which awakened all
its echoes and called curious faces 10 the doors
and windows,

“Stop, thief.”

The strong voice of a policrman uttered the
cry at first, and the shrill treble of two boys
at play near by took it up and reveated it,and
by-and-by there was a full, deep chorus, like
the ery of a pack of hounds—a sound you
might havé known at aiy distance, however
ignorant you were of the language, to be the
cry of men who hunted someihing.

Policemen with their clubs, erand-boys with
their bundles, bakers with baskéts on their
arms, young gentlemen just released from the
academy close at hand, and ragged urchins;
whose school -house was the gutter, all joined

gether in the bot pursait, -and followed
miserable olject with bare, begrimmed feet

and hatless bead that flitted along before them |
with a speed which only frar coull lend to
one so worn and wretched—a speed which

Fep: the crowd a long way off, while the bur-

iest of his pursuers panted for bréath.

They were out of sight in a moment, but in

sdittle while the cry was heard 1hat the thief
b tafi~d them, and some amonz the crowd
ruhed back to see if their prey ‘had doubled
on'his track, and others, sulky and indignant
with the useless chase, came back - muitering
angrily, or swearing with many bitter oaths,
that they would have him yet. One police-
man, a well-fed fillow. with a crimson face,
made quite & hero of hims=ell. by asserting that
be knew the fellow and would 1rap bim befoye
sundown. There was a good deal of sympathy
for the gentleman who bad lost the pockei-
handkerchief, but none that [ coald hear for
the poor degraded wretch who had puidoined
it. un’il a plurid voiceat my elbow uttered the
following words, apparently in soldoquy :

Well, I may be wrong, but I sumchow hope

- they wou't catch him.
I turned in surprise, and confront+d our gro-
“% ger, on whose steps I had soaght shelter from
the crowd, which, at such a moment, could
not be expected to think much of the safety of

& woman

. Our grocer was a porily man with a shining
bald head fringed Sy a ring of white liair, and
wearing at the moment a Holland apron aund

a short blne jacket. o

Yes'm, he went on, I hope the miserable,
starved looking creature will get off.

Then don't believe he picked the gen~
tleman's packet ? said I.

I'm afraid it’s only too certain that he did,
mwam, said the man, shaking his head —
He looked straight at me as he passed,
and he had hungry, desperate eyes that

. that looked like thefi—murder, too, for that
matter.

And yet you want him to when he
has broken‘the laws of the land and will pro-
bably do 80 again !

God forbid that [ should belp to break the
laws, suid the old grocer.
them and they are right ; but theve are other
laws that I read in my Bible Sunday nights,
that seem to be binding. One of them is:
“Do unto others as you would that others
should do unto yqu,"and another : “Love thy
neighbor as thyself.” When | remember these
words, I think we may be too hard with a
poor. sinful fellow-being and not go beyond
the limits of the law either.

The rich gentleman who had his "pocket
picked will go home and find a dinner and a
bottle of wine, no doubt, and the wretch of a
thicf may bave a erust of bread and a glass of
burning gin, if be can sell or pawn what he
stole, for enough to get thewm. Somehew, if 1
could, I wouldn't bave him hunted down to
night—I vow I would'nt.

8till, T don't blame those folks ; I'd
have been as furious in the chase as any of
eﬂ.ynnn‘..hll-ru.luonm;hll
never forgot, and I hope I never may. ] was
» young man and & poor ove then, and had a.

hard to make my little shop keep my
family. 1 was only by pinching and saving,
end . lookout for every bar-

that | itatall. . ¥
We lived in a shabby street, and had only a
very few customers. A loaf of bread, a quar-
ter pound of butter, and two ounces of black

' tea, were quite an order, and most of those
who eame wanted trust.

* As for laying in fine fruit or vegetables. —
1 mever thooght of such. folly. Diamonds
would have been as saleable.in that part of the
city, where washer-women and all the poorest

men make |

cayed oranges, I bought & lot of these, and
charging smaliprofit, sold them earily enough.
Although my wife used 10 sy the miserable
babies who rolled in the gutters, died off faster
r every stock of damaged fruit 1 sold in
the old shop. and I'm afruid that she was
right.  Well, as I told you, I struggled on as
best I might, and sfter a while things began to
improve, and I began to have vi-ions of a
clean store in a good street, when [ lay down
1o rest at might.
80 one day when I had been to market 1
brought home half a dozen hams hung them

up above the door more for show than any~|

hurried her out of the shop and put up the
shutters, growing angrier every moment.

If it is the policeman 1’1t e him pay tlonr-I
ly forit. So I crept along, the sidewalk to
the corner, kecping in the shadow all the way
and when I stood beside the box and saw by
the light of the lamp close by, that the bam
was there, wrapped in something 1hat looked !
like & handkerchiaf, I bit my lips with raze — |
: Had it beeu 1 common thief, I should not so
much have minded ; but a policemen ! it was.
more than I could stand.” So I crouched my |
sell in a doorway “aud wailed. The waich,
was relieved at twelve o'clock ; | knew that,

one else would verture. It would be a fool™
ish sacrifice of life, they said: for no doubt the
child was alrendy smothered by the smoke, and
though I raved and pleaded and made wild
promises. they shook their heads and bade me
have paticnce.

Patience | 1 thought I was going mad, as
the face of my little girl—iny sweet, preity
Ji‘the pet —rose up before me. But just then
a il man dashed trough the crowd and came
townrd me.

Quik | which roomis the child in—speak
qni~kly—which room ?

-

paring and painting the Coat of Arms in i ' ¢
of the Court Hoase.

Also Resolved,—That a suitable Flag -/ 1
appundages to be furnished to the Court Huu
for partienlar occasions.

The Grand Jury recommend the sum -f
One thousand dollars for County Assess... nt
for present year.

Upon the personal-application and repres -«
tative of the County Treasurer, to the o .:
that the law provides that his salary shall ..¢
exceed one hundred -dollars per ammum, | ¢
that he in fact only receives Eighty dolla-s j» ¢
from the Justices, and in id

ation

The baek on the upper floor, I gr d, as

thing else, for lams were a grand holiday | and knew also that' this would be the time he dashed away fiom' me, parting the throng

dinner in those regions, and not an every day

when my poli~-man would come and take the |

affuir I can tell you. They went off slowly, ; ham out of iis kiding plice. And sure enough

some one would eome in for a pound, ani once

1 sold half of the smallest one 10 8 woman who ing down towards the comer. I let him ge("""—"“'y'

wanted it fur & Sunday dinner. She was to
pay me on Monday morning, but she never
did, for on Sunday night hier husband killed
her with a rum bottle, and they took her body
past my shop, with its poor bead beaten out of
shape, and biocody.

And so the hivms hung there all through
the summer and through the fall, and guite on
info the winter.

It was just as the December nights begn:”
| to grow long and durk and cold, that [ noticed | man ! there’s no hope for we. now. Oh my

a new policeman on our Leat—a young hand-

some-looking fellow, with very bright eyes, |

but with sach thin chec-ks .Q!i bands. although
he seemed powerfully built | made for a
rather siout man, that | could not hel) watch-
ing him and wondering whether he had been
ill or not. The first time 1 Aotie-d him was
about sunset, and he jnssed and my
window a dozeni times, looking all the while
at those hams which dangled from the frame
of the awning. 1 hope he m-ans to buy oné,
I suidd to my wife, as we sat together over the
tea-table ; and I shouldes wonder if bhe did,
for he seems to have taken quite a fancy ta
them, 3

But the evening pess-d, and thongh I saw
him now and theu on the other side of the way
fooking ncross with his bright eyes, straight
at the hams, he did not come in or speak to
me on the subject.—And %o | made up my
mind that he wonld send for one in the mern-
ing, and somehow made <o sure of it that when
ever | saw a ‘ecent looking woman go by with
a basket on her arm, I said, there’s the polices
man's wife comting it r the han” 1 was

were lighted that night, 1 began to see the man
passing up and down, with bis ryes still fixed
as they had been on tie night previous, upon
the hams. Onee he caught mie peeping at
him, and then he turned so red and looked ai
me with such glivier in his eyes, that I grew
angry and said ‘o myself :

I’s well that keeping unsaleable article:
isn't a erime in this country, for if it was, |
would be sure to be arrested.  So | gave Limt
back his look, turned my hesd and walked
back into the shop. | did not sve him agaiu
that night, but long afler everything had been
taken in, | beard a tramp, tramp, tramp, upon
the pavement, and knéw it was the policeman
and that he was looking at the hooks where
the homs lind hung, as well as though I had
seen him. »

On the third evening he was there again ;
that you may say, was no wonder, for it was
bis duty to Le upn this beat and no other :
but it was curious that he shosld ke-p on
+taring wt those hams with those bright wolfish
eyesof his. | didu't like it, though I could
not have said why: A vessel had been wreck-
‘ed at sen about that time, and sk exira with
; the Juiest news of the disuster came out that
evening. I bought a paper and sat down be-
hind the counter to read it. i was a stormy
night, and but fow customers came in, and
these were casily served, and somchow, be
tween reading and thinking, time pa-sed on
until the clock siruck eleven, and I had not
yet taken in my goods or put up my shutters,

Ju-tas I was about 10 do so (in fuct 1 had
already put my hand upon the first piece of
the shulter,) my door opened and an old wo-
man came in.  She was a scoltish, miserable
creature, known aboutjthe place as Irish Kate,
and with her red nose and blexred eyes ; was
#s ugly a fizure as one ever cast eyes on.—
Another dram, | suppose, I «aid to myself,
going around the bar at once, for I wanted 1o
get clear of her as soon as pos-ible, but she, 10
my surprise, came closer to me and put her
great red paw upon my arm. ‘

I've made a diskivery, master, she said,
you have not been keeping as bright a lookout
#8 you should ;* there’s being'a thafe at work
without, this blessed night.

What theft ? I asked.

More than [ can tell you, she answered.—
Bat I think it"s a policeman no less, the black
guard. '\‘ X

1t's 100 dark to see his fnce, she snid : but I
eaught the shine of » Flar on the coa! he has
on, and whoever it was, took a haw from the
pegs and hid it in the ash-box beyond the cor-
ner, You'll find it thern if{:hﬁk ; and sure

3

wi-tnken, however; and afier the street lamps

a8 | thought"they woald. Now and then,| when the time came | heard him challenge the .

| man who was (o takehis place and come mareh- |

the ham well under bis arm before T was sat
isfied, and then pounced upon him like a ti-
ger.

i “I'vegot you! 1cred A pretiy sort of
a policeman you are indeed ; but you shall
suffer for it I can tell you.

He struggled like a wild thing, and then all
of a sudden he dropped the ham and fell down
in a helpless sort of u henp upon the ground,

I'm a roined man ! he groined, a ruined

God ! my wife—my poor litle wife ! and he
bursfPut crying like a woman.

Yéu should have thouzht of that hefore you
became a thiel.” I said.  If the guardinn of
n man's properly is not 10 be tru-sed what is to
become of him—und you look like a gentle-
maun yon dow’t scem like a scoundrel ; how
liave you sieoped to do such a disgracelul thing
as this ?

He was stinding besile me mow and the
lamp Jight feil on_kis face. It wus as white
a8 any corpse’s and his eyes zlittered terribly.

Policeman’s families do not ofien starve, I
said with a sneer. -

My Geod ! can'’t you believe me—wem't you
believe me ? panted the man. [ have only
been appoinged three days. Fhave not rece-
ived a cent of salary yet. I have been ill a
long while and had neither menev or credit.
Last night we went to bed supperless, to

\

know how awfully they templed me, and I
meant to pay you nfterwards. :
He covered his fuce with his hands and 1

ham lying between us on the ground.
| At Iust he turned foward me and said : —
Do what you like with me. The last hope is

gone.

But I put my hand om his_ arm and said,
God forbid that I should take fhat List hope
from you.

If your story be true—and it is—1 pity you
more than I blame you,

He looked at me in a sort of bewildered
way, a3 thouzh Ne scarcely nndersiood me and
I took him by the arm and led him back to
the shop. There 1 filled a busket of bread

top of all. *Take st home to your wil-," I said
you'll pay me when you get your salary, amd
f weed before that, come tome I am ' poor

I'shall never forget that man's face in my

stricken.  All he said was “God bless you.”
but there was a whole sermon in those words,
and I slept better for them.

he dealt with me regularly.  But times grew
so much better that | took & storeina geod

way and another saw no more of my police-
man for three good years: " .

One night just such a night as that on which
I first saw him staring at the hams, 1 was

kened long after midnight by a cry of fire.

I started up to see the flames through the floor
and to know that the store down stairs was all
ablaze. - The stairs were on fire also, and when
as | opened the eatry door, hot air and somke
rushed in and almost smothered me, I gave
up al hopes of getting my poer wife and help-
less little ones out of the burming building
alive and safe. 1 was 30 faint and ill from
the accident you see, that I hade’t all my wits
about me, and, believed there was ne one mis-
sing. My blood run cold when my wife, elasp-
ing her hands and with’ an awful look upon
hsr fuce, M]M :

Our Fttle Luey, little Lucy is left be-
hiod. . ?' ~
She had slept with our servant girl sinee,
her baby bfether was born, and the woman in
her fright lind forgotten our little one. There
{sho was at the top of that burning building out
of the rench of any human help ; it scemed to
tme, a8 T looked up st the wall, a great red
‘and yellow sheet of flathe Sywith blue gleams
" here and there, as though devilish heads were
peeping out and grinning at ws.  Still hope-

and butter and coffee, and pat the ham on the

iman mysef and I can feel for oilier poor men.

life, 50 wondering. so. thankiul and so awe~

On Christmas night he paid me every cent
and from that day until I left the neizhborhood

street at the other end of the town, and in vne

with his sirong arms, and in another moment |
saw him mounting a Iadder. I heard them
~alling him to come back, bidding bim beware
and speaking of him as though bhe were dead
But he didn’t heed them, and I saw
him Lidden by ihe black smoke which pou
from the window, I covered my face and firay-
ed that the angels that walk in the mﬁ
e might 7o with him.

Perhaps they did. Something stronger
than an earthly thing must have been there,
forin a few minuteg—they secmed years to
me—we saw_him coming down the Iadder with
something in his arms, perhaps the dead body
of my ehild I thonght, bat as he came nearer
I suw that it was my own laughing, livieg
darling, with her blue eyes open and her little
arms around his neck.

T'be 100f fell in the next moment, hut my
(ireasure was safe, and that was all 1 cared
for.

What shall | say or do to thaok you ? I eaid
as | grasped his hand. 1'm & ruined man, nnd
|I can only give you my blessiug ; but let ‘me
know your name at

Have you forgotten me ? Don't you re
member me ? he said, as he bent over me.—
Look asmin.

R i you, said I, and you have saved .my
child from such an awiul death.

And what did you save me and mine from ?

{and utier degredation, [ should have be:n a
‘felkn and my dear oncs paspers this night
but for yon. [ have not paid the debt. 1
never ean 3 but when [ heard that it was your

there has not been a crustin the house, and telild that lay at lh.ﬁop of that burning build-
those hams templed me s0. You can never| '3 I piayed that 1 might save it, und I know

! God heard me.

And then he told what had brousht him to

' the neizhborhood on that night above all eth

L eould sve greas 1ears dropping throuzh his fin.; €/ in the year.
gers, and before I' knew it my own cheeks| "
were moist, and 50 we stood slent with the|Wa® prosperous and stood by me like a brothe
er, nur<ed me throngh my iflncsy and loaned
me money for a start in life. 8o that -in a
while things grew brizht again, and here I am

you see, as comforiable as most p"/oplé.
And the policeman ? I asked.

man. And my little daughter, the
be saved that night, is m wried to Wi son.

—— -

GRAND JURY REPORT.

e Gaaxp Jury Room,
- - APRIL Sgssioxs, 1867.
all the Parish A @ lly
exception of Henry Smith'sof West Isles ; and Hu

lector, and Mark Hall, collector, all of St. George
and they beg tocall the atteation of the Justi

he said, with (ears in hi< eyes, starvation, ruin,

1 had lost all, for T was not insured, but he

§ His hair i+ white as my own,” said the old
one

The Grand Jury beg to Report, that they find
ect, with the

bert McLauchlan’s,commissioners ; Daniel Lee, col-

of the fact that the duties of the by -
much inereased of late, and that the amount
(o the eredit t of the T is very
satisfaztory, the Grand Jury recommed. that
the salury of the County Treasurer be increas~
ed to the full limitation of the law.
The Grand Jury disapprove of charging to
the County the aecount 'of James A. Grant
certified by W. T. Rose, J. P., for rent of Hall,
during trial in connection with ship “Shoeting
Star,” and leave the same in the hands of the
Justices for their consideration. y
The Graod Jury disapproving of the cor-
rupt principle of paying over to a Magistrate,
I Policemaan, or otheg person giving i
Iof parties selling liquor without one
half the penalty imposed by the Law, they
have Resolved,—That in addition tq sslaries
received for the Performance of rightful duty.
a fee not txceeding one dollar shall he paid 10
saidl Justice, policeman or other
such information aforesaid, as fall
tion for the Aect.
‘The Grand Jury fyle a Bill against John
Murphy for larcency, and recommend that the
amount of his' Buil deposited in St. Stepben
Bank, be_ witidrawn by the County and placed
to its eredit.
The Grand Jury, in eonclusion, recommend
that the office of County Auditor be continued,
and that the salary per annum attached thereto

be Fifty dollars.
J. R. BRADFORD,
GEOQ. E. SANDS, Foreman
Seerctary.

——————

PROBATE COURT.
County of -
In the matter of the Fstate of ALEXANDER G vt
late of the Parish of Baint Andrews, in tixs
ﬁf"" o; gh-'lotu. deceased. .
SREAS George D), Street and Chagles W .
w Wardlaw, Esquires, Executors of the Ja-¢
Will and Testament of the said Alexander Gran:,
deceased, have this day filed their Account witl,
the said E<tate, and have prayed that the Credi-
tors and next of Kin of the deceased, and all per-
sons interested in the said Kstate, appear
and attend the passing and allowasce of the-sa. |

sceount.,

Notice thereof is therefore hﬂ:l;y iven, to a:l
the Ureditors and next of Kia tﬂ‘n.' de=
ceased, and to all person interested in the sai i
Kstate, and they ure hereby cited to b~
fore me at a ‘Court of Probate, to be m tue
Office of the Registrar ot Piobates in Sainv \n-
drews, in the said County of Charlotte, on W .-
needay the seventeenth day of April mext, u: tiie
hourof Eleven in the forenoon, to atiend the p <.
|ing and allowance of the Account of the saii .\ .-
I ministrators, -

~~+—= ) Given ihder my hand sndthe Sea £

LS the said Cotre, this thirteenti d. ..

<~~~y ‘Marech, A. D, 1857, o

B. R STRVENSON, ' J. W. CHANDLER,
i of Probates Judge of Probate.
iy for the County of Charlotte, probac v .

by AW, ith, St. Andrews.

ing and hat trifling
Gove, coroner, should be immediately piad.

cott, constables of St. George.

tices for their d the ball of the

Constables accounts.

report it to be in a geanly and healthy ‘con.
dition, and subsequently,—Resol ved,—That
'the Order of the Magistrates in Session for
| re-payment of the Eighty dollars paid by Mr.

a former pet'y Jury, be now confirmed and
the amount refonded.
The Grand Jury’having inspected and ex-
amined Boyds Wharf, at the crossing. of the
Railway track, find it moch out of repair. and
in unsafe condition, and considering it a nuis~
n\mmnd that it should be planked ower
with.

Upon the representations of the high Sheriff
and the Clerk of the Peace, the Grand Ju
recommend that the sum of Four hundred dol-

to the account of Justice Craig of Grand Manan,
more especially referred’to in the report of the

Auditor.

The Grand Jury nd that the claim of | Farish of
David Main, S Stephen, for printing Tavern Li-
censes, be in a like amount formerly received

The Grand Jury are of opinion that the long
of Dr.

" Alsa the accounts of Moses Park and Jesge Pres-

The Grand Jury respectfully submit tothe Jus-

The Grand Jury having visited the Gaol,

Mark Young, the Gaoler, at the instigation of

To the Court of General Sessicns in a1
for Charlotte County. .

2 the
Humbly sheweth, .
- . »
That Petitioner is.a Househo! !
residing in the Paigh el 100\ o s
Couuty, and js desirous of obtaining a Li.c..o
whkeep a TAVERN at _[here spocify the 1. «

and building]  in said Parish. That Petyi.,..-
er is a persou of “and sober habits, and «..s
the ifieans of" entertaining trave..cr ,
and is pr in all to comply with tua
Laws of thus Pro the Regul o tine

relating to the sale of S;um.0..0

Dated. [Parish

\P'lfho"L_ ., i Seaitas b

arish aforesiid, certify that we

waumed petitiouck, that e, believe the. s sasamrs

by hiwm above jsubserived, and oy

prayer of his petition be complied with. "
The foregoing is the form.of petiti ”

by applicants 1of Tavern m:&“‘ op

M-M.ruhh-ihhhw'-““‘_

fore Thursday of the first week of the Courr.

Blauk forms of petitioa may be bad st the Odi. e

of the Clerk of the ,
GEO. 5. GRIMMER,

St. Androws, March 8, 1867, ‘ ",‘ k:;.';“

Iars ($400) being a Committee’s estimate two
years ago, be now expended in repairing in ful)
the Roof of the Court House, and a portion of
that of the Gaol. §
Likewise the sum of Twenty-four doliare

Havana Mt " ra. :
B i ey S g

m-umth-riuoe.nq.. you'll not refuse a sup of whiskey for the in- Jess as it was, | should Lave goneback into|for chairs and long table for Grand Jury
Now and then, when a foreign ship came o | formation ? ’ the burning heuse, and saved my baby or died | Room. ‘ - TODI, CLEWLEY & £0.
port with a load of ruined pineapples, or de-; . | gave the old creature what bemﬁgd-i:hhr,i}hdmhnnbhh stand. No‘ Likewise the sum of Forty dollars for re-1 ot. Swephen, N. L.




