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FOR SALE--$10,500

68 GLEN RD., COR, ELM AVE,

Detached solld brick residence, 10 rooms}
2 baths; hot water heéating, Ruud heatery
hardwood floors, Electric fixtures in-
stalled. Apply

H. H. WILLIAMS & CO.
36 King Street East -

- VOL. XXXVIl.—No. 13,562 TWO CENTS

" n Labor Conference

llies Fight Is Essential
ankind.”’

‘Asieﬁts

Statement That “‘Achievement of Ideals For Which

To Lloﬂ George’s

To Freédom and Peace of

don, Dec. 28. — Premier Lioyd
e, in a letter which he sent to-
0 the special national labor con-
eclared:
ement of the purposes for
the allies are’ fighting is- essen-
th: future freedom and peace
n ‘Il ’
premier also asserted that
pent on war aims could be made
agreement with Great Britain's
question of issuing a fresh
eclaration, he added, was being
ly kept In view by the en-
lied governments. ;
‘premier's statement is regard-
&Bﬂmh reply to the German
JLabor conference was. convened
ay by the parliamentary com-
of the trade union congress
.executive ‘of the Labor party
central hall, at Westminster,
nsider & memorandum on ‘war
A pronuncfamento was adopt-
virtually a unanimous show
declaring ‘that in continuing
, labor is actuated by a de-
pation to make the world sare
lemocracy hereafter. No sym-
‘was expressed in the text of the
nt with aims to convert the
0 of conquest, but it in-
that restitution and reparation,
o certain territorial readjust-
g are necessary if the renewal of
pents and war is to be avoided.
- Labor’s War Attitude, '

9 conference was attended by 780 | ymion congr:

s and was expected to place
ord an expression of opinion

7

from British labor on the war aims
gile;:l‘,l:a cgumriy. Its adoption of the
ndum 1is considered eclally.
significant in view of the pe::g neg'q’-'
tiations between Germany and Russia.
The statement placed at the fore-
front a demand for the restoration
and rehabilitation of Belgium at the
expense of many. It also dealt
with -Alsace-Lorraine, Italy, the Bal-
kans, Poland, Turkey, and German
African colonies on lines similar to

those suggested in earlier documents |

on these sgubjects.
The original memorandum was dis-
cussed and adopted early in August
at a special conference of the Labor
party and was a sequel to the abortive
Stockhoim conference of last sum-
mer. Its terms have since been con-
siderably amended by various sub-
committees, but the main features had
been retained in the memorandum dis-
cussed today. ;
. It had been confidently _believed,
however, that today’s action in the
conferénce -would be. taken, notwith-
standicg amendments from the Inde-
pendent Labor party and several rad-
jcal proposals from the British
Socialist party.
Aliies Will Con’cr,
. Af‘er the fcrmal cpe ‘ng of the
conference, a letter from David Lloyd
George, the British prime minis:er,
was re d Aft.r han ing the con-
ference for a resolution of the par-
liamentary commitiee of the trad:s
and the national comi.

-

£ R aesameend
(Concluded on Page 7, Column 1),
e :

EHUNDRED MILLYONS

NECESSARY FOR WAR

adh ; Has to Raise Immense
Sum for Campaign
Next Year,

John, N.B, Dec. 28.—n the next
year $500,000,000 must he raised
‘Canada for war purposes in addi-
to the. $150,000,000 or $175,000,000
S to -carry ‘on the ordinary
Ness of the country, Hon. F. D
ell, minister of public works, an-
ced af a reception tendered him-
lagt night, 5%, 2 :
. Carvell said Great Britain was
mtly calling for mumnitions and
uffs ,and Canada must answer
call, But she must do her dtwn
eing, for not a dollar: could be
Owed in Great Hritain or the
led States. :

question, sald the minister, all

ved itself into this;
‘The Union government’s duty was
86 that the resoutrces of the coun-
B, Were conserved, that the :people
1 money and thereby hawve it to in-
in government bonds for the
ing on of the war. If the people’s
¥ings and profits were not to be
labls Canada could not carry on as
had done in the past. That was
real reason. 'for the formation of
8 Union government, and there raust
fgovernment “along business lines”
paking of the prohibition order-
Wouncil, Mr, Carvell sald his hear-
# neec not be surprised about once a
WBek to learn of something just as

1ilready doing for the United. Statés,
is being. strongly urged upon the gov- |

I8tic being done.

CREATED FORDOMN

Canadian Manufacturers to Urge
Premier Borden to Follow Lead
of United States. |

Ottawa, Tseec. 28.—Creation of a war
trade b ard to do'for Carada what a
commission, similar- in character is

ernment by  the Canadian ‘Manufac-
tur rs’' ‘Assozia fon. A deputation of
manufacturers will wait on Sir Rob-
e€rt. Borden in connectfon
matter as soon as he returns to the
_capital.

JOFFRE AN “IMMORTAL”

French Academy to Honor Great Offi-
cer for War Accomplishments,

Paris, Dec. 28—Marshal Joffre soon
is to become ome of the immortals of
the French Academy. This  became
known' after yesterday’s session of the
academy, when ithe' following an-.
nouncement was made: ‘“The French
Academy, having been sounded on the
subject of the candidature of Marshal
Joffre, it will show itself happy to re-
celve- to its hosbm the glorious victor
of the Marne.”

CLUB EXPELS LAFOLLETTE.

Madison, Wis., Dec. 28.—Robert La-
follette, United States senator from
Wisconsin, was expelled from mem-,
bership in the Madison Club tonight
because -of “unpatriotic conduct and
giving aid and comfort fo the enemy.”

{BRITISH BEAT TURKS
ADVANCE TWO MILES

inemy Attack Drives

Allenby’s Men Launch Successful Counter-
Attack on Nine-mile Front.

in British Pickets, But

& London, Dec. 28:—The British troops

!P Palestine have repulsed a Turkish
Mack north and northwest of Jeru-
Sem and made an advance of about
0 and a half miles on a front of nine
les along the Turkish right flank,

(MBYs an official -communication issued
day,
The Turks suffered severe losses In

% repulse, which came after the Brit-
M Dickets had been driven in.
%B text of the communication fol-

o During Wednesday night four at-
Were made by the enemy on our
ety at Ras el Tawil, 3% miles
Orth of Jerusalem. The pickets were

tacks followed, all of which 'were re-
pulsed without loss of ground. :
. "At Tham, our troops on the  left
attacked against the right flank of the
Turkish attack and gained ground east
and. northeast, penetrating .to about
23 miles on a frontage of nine miles.

“The attack o! the enemy wasd
made with very great determination
and his losses were proportionately
severe.

“The British troops, both in de-
fense and attack, showed the utmost
gailantry and staunchness. Some Ger-
man prisoners were taken.

“Our flying corps effactively at-
tacked in the viecinity of Kulundria.
gix miles north of Jerusalem, enemy

| siatp and

l g
Nb

" with thel

\OFT BATSH |
PLANS TO RON

ment Control, Not Gov- .
ernment Ownership.

DIFFERENT IN CANADA

Many
Make Co-operation Harder

Than in Dominion.

government. ownership of ‘American
railways  is in reality ho such thing”
sald W. M. Neul, general secretary
of the Canadian Railway War Board,
in an interview this afternoon. ‘“The

ly adopted something like the old

tain returns to the railways, presum-
ably adequate, and securing in re-
turn for this guarantee the eiiminna-
tion. of competitive features which
have hitherto been thought necessary
ty competing roads but which, from
the standpoint of view of national
necessity, have to be eliminated.
“The American railways before the
war and up until°'now have been run
on a strictly competitive basis.  There
are 760 of them and they have ren-
dered service at rates lower than any-
where else In the world except «in
Canada. Rivalry between the com-

freight services. Legislation. both
operating conditiore upon thém and
latéer on came increased costs of fuel,
labor.and 'material. These conditions
have reacted unfavorably on Ameri-
can railway seeiirities by making in-
vestors’ afraid to venture their money
in theéem. Many of the roads haye
therefore been unable to make the’
necessary extensions of facilities with-
out which it has Leen impossible to
handle the immenss traffic originating

(Codcludod on Page 7, Column 4)./

MILES VOKES QUT
- ON TECHNICALITY

Annc;unces Withdrawal From
Board of Control Contest
Yesterday Afternoon.

A special  meeting of the board of
education was held in the adminis-
tration - building yesterday afternoon

at which Miles Vokes announced his
withdrawal from the contest for the
board of control, and tendered his re-
signation as member of the board of
education. .

The following letter was read:

“Owing to not having rled my re-
signation from the board of education
with the secretary-treasurer within
the time as laid down by statute, I
find if elected to the board of con-
trol there would be a question of the
validity of my election. Therefore I
withdraw from the contest. Thanking
my friends for their efforts in my be-
half, I am respectfully,

‘““Miles Vokes.”

Regret was expressed by every
member of the board that a mere
technicality should rob the city of the
services of such a man as Mr. Vokes.
Dr. Hopkins offered to give up his
seat to him if it could be arranged,
saying that he was sure ward seven
would be honored by being represent.
ed by as public-spirited a citizen as
Mr. Vokes.

Dr. Steele was then elected to hola
the position of chairman for the bal-
ance  of the year.

A resolution of regret at the retire-
ment of l'rustee Houston was passed
unanimously, _©

The reports for the balance ‘of the
yvear were passed, and so the last
business of the 1917 board was com-
pleted.

OLD MAXIMUM PRICES
TO CONTINUE IN FORCE

President Wil-o: Orders No Change
Until End of March.

Washington, Dec. 28. — President
Wvilson today directed that maximum
prices previously fixed upon an ore,
coke, pig iron, iron, steel and steel
products be continued in effect until
March 31. They were subject to re-
vision on Jan. 1.

No contracts calling for delivery of
any of the commodities on or after
April 1 are to specify a price unles:
the contract includes a clause making

troops and transport with bombs and

#Aven in and several determined ate

S

machine gun fire.”

the price subject to revision by gov-
ernment agency.

Independent - ‘I inka

Montreal, Dec, 28—“The so-called| B

government at Washington has simp- |

English system of guaranteeing cer-|

pating American ratlways developed | {2¢
laxurious, high speea ana frequent} ™™
passenger service ' and . special fast 7%

[IEL CONTINUE THEIR INDUSTRY.—Altho thelr vil-
st part in ruins, these brave Belgian women still con-
’ ‘of: Jace-making. : §

TOHELP

Central Powers Urge) Russians To Act as Peace Inter-

‘mediaries and To Side

With Them if Entente

e

*+ . Refuses To Enter Negotiations. -

' London, : Doc.

cupled by the gentral ‘powers, Ac-
cording to the yumors it had been
proposed by  the mrepresentatives. of
Germany and Austria that, pending
the resumption 'of the negotiations,
Russia should mediate between, the
icentral powers and the entente allies
with a view to bringing about a gen-
eral peace. Should the attempt fail,
the occupation of .the severa] strate-
gic points by the central powers was
proposed so that pressure might be
brought upon the entente. "The. pro-
posal, says the correspondsnf, caused
consternation at the Smolny Institute,
the Bolsheviki headquarters: - =~
Replies to. Russ  Complaints.

Drs von Kuehlmann, the German
foreign secretary, is reported as hav-
ing replied to the Russian complaint

regarding the refusal of passports to,

German minority socialists by ‘stating
that he did not see any hindrance io
peace in preventing communication,
between the Russian and German
socialists,

Reports of fighting and other mili-
tary activities in interior Russia con-
tinue numerous, but they are so con-
tradictory that it 'is impossible to
get at the truth of  the situation.
For instance, both the Bolsheviki and
the Ukrainians claim a complete vic-
tory at ‘Bielgorod, where it is stated
that the detachment of General Korni-
loff’s forces numbered six thousand
men, with 200 guns.

Several other combats, including one

"are..vefusing

traftic,

at Kuplansk, ~a¥e ' reported without
any certainty as regards the victors
or indication of i{mportanlt results.

{ The Maximalists claim that Cos- |
| sacks ‘have .become domomum_md :
“fight. Bolsheviki } -

troops.
The Motaing b ?p“w“ B
e Morning Post's -
respondent quetes from t 'Mapmr
there the report of the'finance com-
missioner. .on ‘the financial condition
of Russia, im which it is stated that
all sources-of the state’s income have
been absolutely cut off. It shows the
railroads entirely occupied with' mov-
ing "troops and members of the Red
Guard who travel free, there being
therefore no receipts from passenger
The correspondent says the
only resource of the State is the print-
ing of paper money and that the
government is hopelessly bankrupt.
A field 'headquarters ecommunique
issued after a long interval mentions
only the western and southwestern
fronts. It ignores the northern tront,
but - indicates that there is 'still .a

Russian front in, existence a'org about’

two-thirds the length of the Russian
lines. : e

The  semi-official Russian news

agency reports a general meeting of |

representatives of the Petrograd gar+
rison, says the agency despatch, voted
uation. Leon Trotzky, the Bolsheviki
foreign  minister, i{s quoted as-declar-
ing to ‘the assemblage in an address
that as peace had not yet been con-
cluded, the front ought to be main-
tained intact and the Petrograd gar-
rison ought to participate in holding
it. . The representatives of .the gar-
rison, says the agency, despatch voted
in favor of sending detatchments to
points where they were needed.

AMERICANS REQUISITION

POWER FOR

WAR PURPOSES

Action of U.S. Government Taken to Assure Adequate

Current to Plants

Engaged on Work

Needed By Army.

Washington, Dec. 28—To assume
the adequate supply of electric power
for establishments - engaged ' in war
work - at Niagara Falls and Buffalo
the government today requisitioned
the electric power produced, imported
and distributed by the Niagara Falls
Power Company, the Hydraulic Power
Co. of Niagara Falls, and the Cliff
Electrical Distributing Co.

Canadian. demands that approxi-
mately 100,000 horsepower of current
imported from the Canadian side
chould be applied exclusively to war
work were said to have been a de-

terminating factor in the government’s
decision to requisition all power.

Operation of mills is not expected
to be affected materiglly by 'the new
order, as re-adjustmeht of the power
supply has Dbeen effected Previously
bty representatives of the war ‘indus-
tries board conferring with the Buf-
falo manufacturers.

Approximately 110 factories not
working dirgctly on war contracts will
curtail -their electric power requir-
ments somewhat, Wwill use power at
times when munition factories are
making ‘their smallest demand, and
will substituté steam for electricity
as much as possible.

D.S.0. FOR MAJOR AIKENS.

‘Winnipeg, Dec. 28.—Major G. Har-
c¢ld' Aikens, son of Lieitenant-Gov-
ernor Sir, James Aikens, has been
awarded the Distinguished Szrvice
Order for bravery om the  field of
bat.de. The special act for which
this honor was conferred occurr at
I'asschenda le, and wer: deeds of
bra.ery in the face of the enemy.

DINEEN’S JANUARY SALE,

The January sale of furs has
opened at Dineen’s and prices are re-
duced to make a Cearance for
stock-taking. The sacrifice includes
an exceptional showing of coonskin
coats for men., Bargains that cannot

be duplicated in Toronto., Dinsen's,
140 Yonge street.

ENEMY ATTACK FAILURE

Artillery Foils Surprise Party—S8pirit-
ed" Big Gun Duels.

Paris. Dec. 28.-—The evening official
communication issued by the war of-
fice follows:

“There was rather spirited activity
by both. artilleries north of St. Quen-
tin. A surprisz attack by the enemy
in the region of Veho, in Lorraine,
following I'he bombardment reportedl
this morning, was stovped by our fire,

“Army of the 'east, Dec. 27: (Caln
prevailed on the whole front. In th:
Cerna valley two enemy companie:s
which were crossing the river were
caught under the fire of our artillery.”

4

‘Why Canada Must Nationalize
« Her Ra,il’Wz_a__yszzNow

_In this testing time of democracy the people of Canada look with
confidence to their newly-chosen Union government. That government, it
believes, will plant and keep the banner of Canada in the forefront of the
battle. It will not permit this Dominion to lag behind the mother country
or the United States. ;

Today the president, in the name and on behalf of the people, takes
possession and control of all the railways of the United States. It is per-
haps the most far-reaching assertion of public rights ever made on this
continent. By a stroke of the pen it deehres_ that during the war at least
the ratlways of the United States shall be managed for the serwice of the
public, and not for the profits of shareholders, The companies and their
flicials become the servants, not the masters, of the public. Many roads
_ass under national gomtrol, with an enormous curtailment of expenditure
.nd a correspondingly enormous gain in efficiency.

We had and still have reason to believe that Canada will speedily
ollow,, ;ot only in the pathway blazed by President Wilson, but along the

“oad that has bée; s0 successfully followed during the past three years -

5y the mother country. . The manifesto issued by Sir Robert Borden, prime

ninister, upon the formation of Union government, and his speeches in the '
rouse of commons, all show that the goal he has in view is similar to that’

so swiftly reached by the president of the United States. Yet eomeone at

Ottawa must be busy these days misinforming and misleading the press. '

On Thursday. its Ottawa correspondent wired :The Toronto News:
It is not likely that for the present the Canadian Govern-
ment will take over'and operate the railway lines in the Domin-
ion -as announced by President Wilson in the United States. :

Apparently about the same time the Ottawa correspondent of
Toronto’ Globe ‘was thus by wire. illuminating the situation:

i While nothing definite will be known .until the premfer and
his colloagnes come back to the. capital, it is mot believed here
that the example shown by the United States in the matter of
railway operation will be followed by Canada. Responsible gov-
ernment officials, closely in touch with Canadian railway affairs,
point out thst some time ago & railway war board, headed by
8ir George Bury, and representing all the railway directorates

.:and the government, was formed for the purpose of co-ordinat-
ing railway gervices in-the Dominion, and for the prevention of
wasteful and unnecessary duplication, The board, it is claimed,
has already achieved good results in the matter of distributing
n the operations of the board,
i So far as 4 ‘road , sroed,
&

and interchanging rolling stock and motive power. = Efficlency
is expected to acerue, fro e b ‘ £
ordered yesterday by the railway commission,

" There W, at ‘ixtéaﬁo,p%:n ot

of ‘1hp aftitvde taken by the United States.

Apparently some people think that the example of the United States .

is one to be avoided, and that President Wilson is a bad actor.: They do
hot seem to appreciate the economies that could be effected by unitying
all our roads into one great eystem. That one-third of the mileage is al-
ready owned by the government they seem to think makes it more difficult
instead of more easy for the government to obtain control of all the roads.

Their ideas, however, are not shared, as we understand it, by Sir Robert '
Borden. - We have more than once referred to ‘his notable speech in the
‘house of commons on the third reading of the C.N.R. bill, from which we .

may quote hereafter. On Oct. 18 the prime minister, in a manifesto an-
nouncing the formation of the Union gvvern{rngut, stated one of its primary
objects to be: : s 3
The development of transportation facilities, the co-opera-
tive management of the various raflway systems so as to secure
economy 1n operation, to avoid unnecessary construction, and to
secure the widest and most effective use of existing railway
facilities, i : ; :
At the last session of parliament the government brought down legisia-
tion under which it acquired poseeasion of the Canadian Northern Railway
System.  Sir Thomas White at that time declared that it'was the intention

of the government to nationaelize the Grand Trunk Pacific. No one can :
doubt that when the government acquires the Grand Trunk Pacific it will

and must also acquire the old Grand Trunk as well. The government is
therefore formaly committed to the principle of public owmership and
operation ‘of ‘railways, ‘and returns to Ottawa +with a mendate from the

people. ' The one thing to do is for the government to take possession of .

the roads in Canada, as President Wilson has done in the United States,
and run them as one system, with public service, not private profits, as
the end in view. v

Sir Robert Borden ioreshadowed this policy in his speech in support
of the Canadian Northern bill ih the house of commons on Aug. 29. He

was particularly addressing himself to the bill before the house, but he.

also dealt with the entire Canadian railway situation, declaring that it
could only be solved by abolishing the competitive system and bringing all
the roads under one control. To quote (we condense): :

This brings us to the question of how we are to provide
for state-operated or state-owned railways in this country in the
most effective way. N one is more conscious than I am of the
immense difiiculties and tremmendous importance of that gquestion
to the pecple of this country. It is for the people of Canada
and the parliament of Canada in the immediate future to make
or mar the future of state-ownersbip in Canada, and I have al-_
ready said that so far as I am concerned I shall bend my best
energies, so far as they may be called into service, to make the
operation of this road as efficient in every respect as it can pos-
sibly be.

It will be necessary for the rallway companies and the gove’
ernment to get together in the immediate future and deal with
the possibility of having a system of co-operative management.of
all the railways in Canada.

I am perfectly conscious of the fact that railway men, per-
haps not so._ insistently as heretofore, tell you that it is quite
impossible to carry out any such system of co-operative man-
agement, because the road that has control of the operation will
not give the other road fair play.

1 have gone into that question as far as my limited knowle
edge would permit, with somme of the heads of the great railway
systems in Canada, and I think they are coming to the conclusion
that some such sysiem of co-operative management as I have
mentioned might well be carried out. It may afford a solution
as to the best method by which this road in the ownership of the
people of Canada can be operated in an effective and reasonable
way without party or political interference. That is what we
must aim at; that is what .we must attain if state ownership is
to continue in Canada;:if the heginning now made is to be car-
ried out to a larger future. ;

Does any honoreble gentleman, even tho he be no more
acquainted than I am with railway operation, doubt that by the
system of co-operative management to which I have alluded we
can save millione of dollars annually at all times in the future?

I hope, indeed, that when the question does come up in this

parliament honorable gentlemen on both sides will co-operate teo
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