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taiy principle. The acceptance, by a very large majority, of
Lord Roaeberys motion in the Lotda declaring, that "the
possession of a peerage should no longer, of itself, give the
right to sit and vote in the House of Lords, " removes this
pomt from the actual conflict and leaves the Conservatives
as uipng a strong, reformed and democratised Upper House
against the Liberal policy of a weakened, emasculated echo
of the House of Commons.

There is plenty of room for compromise in this, and there
IS eveiy possibiUty that something wiU be done along the lines
of. perhaps, restricting tlie financial veto of the Lords, leaving
the other questions open, and. meantime, reforming the struc-
ture of the House. Whatever the developments of the future
the new King may be depended upon to preserve the general
pnnciple of a second chamber; to conserve the legitimate
mterests and influence of the aristocracy and landed classesm the state-when, of course, they do not conflict with the
well-being of the people as a whole; to stand for stability and
gradual reform rather than change for the sake of change-
to p-efer and enforce evolution rather than revolution In
all this His Majesty will voice the deliberate and well-known
opmions—mstinct it may ahnost be said-of his people in
general. 3e it also said, in conclusion, that these thoughts
are generalizations; that the King's opinions are his own and
w-e not known to the people; that newspaper writers in
England, the United States, or Canada, who proclaim an
mtunate acquaintance with his views, and hidden qualities
and private conversations, only betray their absolute igno-
rance of actual conditions. King George is an honest, hon-
ourable and patriotic Englishman, guarding the greatest birth-
right that a man can have, watching over the evolution of the
greatest of worid-empires, sitting at the heart of vital and
powerful poUtical movements. The steps he takes or does
not take, will be carefully considered, and all public kiiowledge


