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ortiiici Periiapt that it one nuon why Britiih
tatamen have, on the whole, been to succetehil ia
adapting ancient inttittttiont in other oountiieib

Indian Vhxagb iNSTrrunoNS

Thut, lor example, recent reiearchefl into the history
of administration in Britiih India* reveal ciearly two
things. The first is. that there survived, down to
the establishment of British rule, though afanost
obliterated by the countless waves of conquest yrbich
had passed over India, a vast network (^ local and
self-goveming institutions, of almost immemorial
antiquity. Most of these were connected with the
village, or agricultural community, whidi, though its

character varies from province to province, and even
from district to aistrict, still shows a general similarity
which seems to mark it as an almost necessary stage
in the evohition of progressive communities.* l^e
viUage institutions of native India comprise not only
a great number of viUage officials, rendering sanitary.
poUoe, educational, and even judicial services* but even,
widely spread throughout the country, a rudimentary
village council of ciders (panchayat), chosen by the
oldest known form of election, viz. the casting of k>t8.

to discuss the affairs of the viUa^

Fostered by BRmsH Administrators

In the face of this evidence, it is almost impossible
to doubt the existence, in some form, of similar institu-
tions in early England ; for the later stages of English

1 ThflM namtdua have been convening ramauulsad in a
TCceatiir poblUhed worit entitied, Villmgg Gotrnnm^^ in BriHtk
India, \j John MixttiMi (Unwin. 1913).

• Nothing is mor* (ntarenting in tUs connection fhan a com-
Crative stndv of each primitive police nfoiations at fhoee ooa-

nedin the Enfl^ttih St^ ate ofWinchester of Z385, vrith the deMilp*
tion given by Monntatnart Elfdiinttoiie of tbedvtieB of theviUage
WF.tcn in the Macatlia ooontty.


