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okfcl him to tn%fr *fiih tli*ip high pl^v^». and rroved
hiui tojrrflou«y with thrir gravrn iiiiyg*^»."* ** llfir,

O he^vunn}" laith the PropTin |iiiiiah« ** •iid give vtiv

C' cnrih ; for the L( rd hmh %\Mikttu : I have nouriahfa

an<i hit)Ui;ht up rhiidrtn, and lh<»y have Pfhplled

•ffuiri^l ni- ; Th« ox Unowf.h hi* ''wnrr, and the aift

liw mnHtrr'» rrib : but UrufI doih not kno'.v, mj pfo-

{»li» (loth not consider. Ah, iiulu' nntionf a people

aden with iniquity, « seed of evil-dofw, children that

«re corniplcra! thcr hnvc forsiiken the Lord, ihej
have prurokcd ihc lljly One oi Urarl unto anger,

they art gone awiy backward. '*t 'Ih'y ticre there-

fore iustl^ r '.|rir(.d by our blestrd Jj'iviour, in the

words ot oi eil, to an uiif.'iiill'ul fig-tree. They
wen; alwav- lovrred with abundance of leaves, and
put forth the Llos.ioins oi' n fair and regular eilernal

rrofess'on For yoa will observe, my brethren, (and
would in ?n especial manner entreat thoa*. who en-

deavour to unite the plcasuren of sin w'»* 'he pro-

fession of relic;ion to attend '.o this* ob- aiou] that

omidHf all their provocations and all ihcir transgressi-

ons, they never laida(*idc entirely the forais andcere-
monies of their rrligiouii woiship. ICven in the midst
of the grossest idolatry, they in general professed an
external ro^^ect to the rervice of the Grd ol Israel.

' They (cavvxi the Lord," sayn the Sacred Historian,
" and served iheir own gods, after the minne." of the

nations whom they carried aw.«y from theiice,"J But
their arts of devotion, allhoii^jh regular and frequent,

were entirely formal and hypocritical. They exhi-

bited at A nation, no fruits of righteousness, no in-

warrl or praclicrd religion, no true lov3 to God, no
genuine humility, no ferv.nt gratitude, nnd no abiding
confulenrc and dependence upon their gricious Pre-
server and Sovereign. Their motives were impu.e,
their principles were corrupt, their henrti were un-
hallowed, and their practice inconsistent both with
the spirit am. the letter of the Divine Law. It was

• Ps. lxjtviii.56,57,58. t isa. i. 2, 3, 1. ; 2 Kings Jtvii.33,
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