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Tlio first 130 miles of this communicatic •; Nova Scotia will make, and

amply secure the Rritish (Jovenimcnt from loss, slioukl the advantaj^e- i-t' its

credit be given. We will do more—we will prepare our lands, collect returns,

appoint an assent in each county, and repeal onr taxes on eirigrants ; otfci iiii;,

on th.e best terms, a honu' to all who choose to come among us. If Her

r»5'ijesty's (iovernment have iki olfjectious to the ein|)loynient of such portions

of the troops as arc not reciuind to do garrison-duty, we will give tl>e:n a fair

addition to their pay, or land iilong the line, to which in war their (hsciiilnie

would be a defence; thus saving to the Hritish (ioveinmcnt the expense of

bringing these veterans bi'ck to England.

The ability of Xova Scotia to fulril any obligations slie may incur to the

Imperial (iovernment. may be cstiniiUcd by relVivi.ce to her past proi^ress and

present financial condition.

MontgoniciT Martin, in his late work, estimates the value of the pro\ince,

in moveable aiurinunoveablc property, at liOjCO.OOO/. Without counting wi.d

lands and projicrty upon whidi labour has not been exj;en;lcd, we rate it at

i j,0()(),()00/. This hah been civatcd in a century, by the industry of a few

thousands of emigrants and loyalists, and their ik- cndants. 'l"o the amount of

shi[)ping, as evidence of a prosperous commerce, I ,i;ive already reterred.

Within the twenty years from 182G to 1H4G, the population more than

doubled, the toimage rising, in the last ten years of this ]ieriod, frjin 'JG,;)9<i to

141,04.nons.

Tlie exports rose in the twenty years from 2(i7,277.'. to 8'? 1,07 1/.

The reveinie of Nova .Sc.)*ia is ehictly raised from imports, the royalty on

the mines, and the >ale of Crown lands. There is no property-tax, income-tax,

or assessed ta\e~, except poor and county rates raised by local assessments.

Her tariff" is tlie lowest in No-^h America. Her ad valorem duty on British

goods is G\ per cent. : that of Canada 12.^.

All the liabilities of the proviirce amounted on the ,'?ist D.^cenibcr, 18!',),

to 105.G4.3/. l.'Lv \(l. The Rmiver-tieaeral writes me that tluTc has been an

increase of tiie revenue during tlie past year, of 15.000/., wliich will reduce tlie

liabilities to 00,()4.'V. 13.«. If/. No part of this debt is due out of the proving.

Province notes, which circulate and are sustained by the demand lor tliein to

pay duties, represent .'i!»,8G4/. of the whole, which bears no interest. Ol' the

balance, 40.000/. is due to d.-|»ositors in the Savings Hank, wiio receive 4 per

cent. i he liolders of Stock trrtificates, covering tlie remainder, Tvceive A

per cent.

The public property held In- the Government in the city of Halitiix alone,

would pav tlie whole debt, wliicli lould be extinguished by applying the suri)lus

revenue to that object kor two veais.

The income from all sour.vs fluctuates between OO.OOO/. aei' IIO.O;))/.

The ])ermanent charges on this revenue secured to Her Majesty by the Civil

Li.st Hill, are ^0/f£ The I..dance is expended in inaintiiiiiiii- ot::er

branches of the Civil Govt rninent, in opening and repairinu' road.-, and proiiioli.ig

education.

\\v s' ould \)\n'uv the intere-t of tlie loan we now re(|uire a tirst char i on

tb.i- sur 111-, in the event of In/ railroad not yielding tolls suiKeient, which,

juduMMLC i)\ t le e\|)erieiice of our neighbours, we do not appiclieiid.

T lis sill jilu- must steadily i;u ivasc, because, while po^iU e.tion and rev iiiie

will p o'la; l\ (ionl)le within the i,.\t twenty years, as it has done, aliini--t ui. lout

tie past twenty, the expense- of t!ie ( ivil

l\- aiiuineiited.
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