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NAPOLEON: THE LAST PHASE

pMtilent hutrument which it wm aqually dAngeroui

to utiliM or to neglect Napoleon did both, a cour«

which combined both diaadvantagea. TaUeyrand, cynical

and ignoble as he was in many respect*, atands or

a higher level, and may find some excuse, not merel]

in the laxity and exigencies of a revolutionary epoch

but in a cool foresight which gives colour to the plef

that, while doing his best for himself, he was doin(

the best for France. That question does not concert

us. But, in spite of indolence, and in spite of corrup

tion, he was a consummate Foreign Minister and ai

unrivalled diplomatist. Up to the time of the Spanisl

imbroglio he was Napoleon's dose confidant, as he ha<

been one of the earUest associates of his fortunes

Napoleon charged him with advising the policy witl

regard to Spain and then denouncing it. Talloyrani

denied the charge. We are inclined to think that boti

were right. Talleyrand, as we learn from his intimat

friend, Madame de IWmusat openly declared, and hai

no doubt advised the Emperor, that "a Bourbon wa

an inconvenient neighbour to Napoleon, and it wa

doubtful whether such a neighbour could bo tolerated.

But he entirely disapproved of Napoleon's proceedings

In a word, he probably gave the impulsion and inspira

the iilea, while Napoleon found the methods. Possibl;

something of the same kind occurred with regard ti

the Enghien aftair. The fact, however, that we hav

to deal with is the rupture, not its cause. For we ap

persuaded that, bad Napoleon been able to retain aai

work with TaUeyrand, his faU would not have takei

place. He quarrelled with both TaUeyrand and Fouch(

and was never able to replace them.

His relations to both thesn officials throws an in

structive Ught on the cynical side of his character. H

grossly and pubUcly insulted TaUeyrand on more thai
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