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*' thought proper to appoint to as arduous an
•' undertaking and under as pofitive a direc-

•* tion as a cabinet ever framed." I had in the

fame letter given an opinion of the enemy's

troops, upon near infpedion of their numbers,

appointment and difcipline.

Furnifhed with thefe materials, and fup-

ported by the fidelity with which I had a£ted,

it was not thought expedient I fliould have

accefs to the King. What other fads might
have been cleared up by my interview, and

were wifhed not to be cleared up, the Secre-

tary of State* only can inform the world. Di-

rtd: means of effeding my exclufion fi'om the

King's prefence were not prafticable ; for the

cafe was unprecedented. The pretext adopted

was as follows.

It was fuggefted that an enquiry (hould be
made by a board of General Officers into the

caufes of the raifcarriage of the Northern Ex-
pedition ; and a court etiquette was invented,

the foundation of which in reafon or pre-

cedent 1 am not acquainted with, vk. that

the perfons whofe conuud was fo put in

queftion, (hould not appear at Court pending

the enquiry. No difficulty of the competency
of fuch " court was then fpoke of, or perhaps

!

* Whenever the Secretary of State is meritioned in thefc

papers, the perfon to be nnderftood is the Secretary for

the American department, Lord George Germain.
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