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^
discovt'iy of golil

111 liiitisli (Columbia raised

tliiit colony into con;-icloi'-

,iK-,\ iililo ini].orliinec, thu idea of
1^^ conn(.'oling it with Cunailii,

liy ;i i();i(l iici'os.s tlio conlincnt

cf A niiTica.whicli should pass

tlirondi Biitish tpnitory. na-

loW*-'^'^°^/ (uvally su--es(cd itsdf.
.
The

^.j'^:'''-""-'->.V\. .v"^ ^ Americans had already .siic-

Sii^V'^^'"'
'

'^ ccodcd in carrying a road and
^ "*^

Iclci^'raiih lino across the Uocky
jrountainsinlo f'alii'ornia, and thus proved thujirac-

licahility of cslahlihliingconiiuunicalion through au
ininii'tisc tract of unsettled country. ]u iNiiO, L'a[i-

tain ralliser and Or. Hector found several passes

lhr(}Ugh tho great barrier of the liocky Mountains,

-which thoy represented as presenting no great

oh.. lack's to llio formation of a road. But theno

lay f;ir to tl'-» .soutli of tho great gold-iiehls of
( 'ariboo, and wore iu soiuewlial dangerous proxinuty
111 tho American fnaitier. J)r. Ihn'tor, indeed, at-

tc nipted to cross tho uiounlains further north, in

order to reach tho liead waters of tho Thompson
liiv<'r, but encounteied forests so donso and en-

cumbered, that ho judged it impossible to ]iroiT(ul,

and turned south to thu more open country on the

Cohuidiia.

The JiCathcr I'ass, lying in about tlie same lati-

tude as Cariboo, had formerly bo(Mi used by tho

Hudson's I'ay Comiiany as a ]iortago IVoiri tho

Athabasca River to lho"]''ruser, but had long been

ubandonod, on account of tho many I'asualtios

•which occmred in the navigatiou of tho hitter

river,

lu tho summer of 1SG2 n'O loft Endand, deter-

mined to reach Cariboo, if possilde, by tho most
direct route, taking tho Leather I'ass, and explor-

ing tho hitherto Tinknown region of tlio north

bi'andi of tho Tliompsoii llivtr. We roachc<l i''ort

Garry, in tho lied Ihvcr SettleTUcn^ on the I'JIth of

AugUht, andthi'ro learned that a largo band of emi-
grants, somo 200 iu all, ami chiefly Canadian?, had
jiassod throu,!;'h in tho preceding spring, on their
way to llritiMi Columbia overland. Finding that
the season was too far advanced to allow of our
crossing tlio uiountains before winter, we travelled
on as tar as Fort Cailton, on the north branch of

tho Saskatch<'Wau, and turning almost duo north
for about sovonty miles, built a rough log hut at a
beautiful place called La Belle I'rairie, and word:
into winter (juarters. Wo spent our time iu hunt-
ing and Irajjping, and . L'rved au ai)preuticcship in
hardship and jirivatiou most iiseful to us in our
subsequent diillculties. When tho thaw set in at
the beginning of Ajnil, wo again started westward,
along the North Saskatchowaii by Fort Pitt, to
Jvlnnjntou. This was tho last place where wo
could obtain supjdios or assistance until leaching
somo post iu British Cohunbia, (iOO or 700 iiulos

distant ; and hero we made our final prejjarations
for crossing tho mountains. The people of tho Fort
informed us that tho huge band of emigrants had
crossed liy tho Leather Pass, and on reaching Teto
Jaune's Cache had divided, ouo portion doscendiug
the ]'"raser on rafts, the other striking south for tho
Thompson Piiver. Another party of five had fol-

lowed later in the siunmor, intending to descend
iho Fraser iu canoes. Nothing was known of tho
ullinuite fate of any of them.*

* Diiriii),' our stiiy iu Biitish Columbia afterwanls, we met
sovcrid of tlicsu iiciviufuroua inonocrs, and loiirucil the story of
their travels. 'I'ho iinvty which deBConiloJ the Friis^or all ar-
rived siifoly at Foit (jeori;e, after luauy uarrow oseapoa, and
sull'ei'iii(; cousidonililu hiu-ilship. Those who followed the
Tlioiiiiisau wore oliliijod to abandon nil their horses, sixty in
u\iinber, and several uicu were drowned in the rupids. Tli>(

third party of live, who desoended tho Fraser iu canoes, sufl'erLd
horribly. Tliu canoes were swamped iu sonic rapids ; two of
the party ^aincil the shore, nud the other three a rock in the
middle of tho htreiuu. These were rescued after two days liy

their companions, but wore so dreadfully frost-bitten and ex-
hau.-ited, that they were unable to proceed. Their comrade

f

erected a rude sheltir for them, cut ii large supply of lirewood,
unci leaving tlicm tbeir scanty rciuiiaut of la'ovif ions, set out on
fi'iit to ol'taiu a;.-iaUinre at Fort tieorge, wliieh they exrocted

114505


