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Juno, 1*15. lie hnonrae a meinlior of

tlic juillcinry committci' nn piiblU;

land'*, anil was tiloctrd by tlic sctllcis

nt llic (•oiirt-lioii'ic', on Maicli l.'l, 1H:17.

Wlii'ii lie caini- to Milwaukee, Suloinoii

•Iiiiieau mill Ills einpliiyees, Iloraee
CliaM', Joel S. Wilcox. Alliert Fowler,
^V'llo .). Kv.ins, iinil ii few lmii«li'iit

<?. ,'.r:' .../I were lliere, of wlioni Ilor-

rtce (.hive is till' only inun .still ,a resi-

dent. In 1S:',7 lie moved to the farm
where he now resides. He was a
inomher of the nssernhly In 18-11)-.'')1,

18.");!, ,ind 18~o. He reeei'vcd the Whii;
Vote in I8.VI. lie was the third presi-

dent of the "Old .Settlers' CInh." In
April, l."*:!."), there was no tavern he-
tween C'liicai;!) and Milwaukee. In
coniin'.{ froin (^oldwater, Mr. (^haso
found eonsiderahle diHicnlty in finding
neeominiiilations for his family at

liijlht. Thi- lirst two nights they were
ohlifieil to sleep on the " soft side of a
floor," and the last ni^ht on the bare
piound near Oak Creek. Dr. Chase
was married to .Julia Ann Ellsworth,
Mareh 24, 18;W. She died Jan. 5, 18:17,

leavini; an infant daughter. lie was
married to Naney M. Uroinley, Sept. 24,

18:17, who is the mother of ten eliildreti,

five of whom are still livini;. Dr.
Chase is upright and just; anil his

word is as good as his bond. He is an
obliging man, and a pleasant neighbor.

v.. Jl. lilloDiiKAl), ('.K. — ho was
born in I'latteliill, ITlslcr County,
N. Y., in 18110, His father, Oliver Hrod-
liead, was a fanner. Mr. lirodhead
worked on the farm during the stim-
inors, and attended school in the win-
ter months, till he was eighteen years
old. Subsequently, he attended Will-
ctt's Academy in Dutchess County.
In 18:!0 West Point was the only in-

stitution where engineering was taught
as a separate branch. Desirous of

taking a shorter course, ho obtained
private instruction from the professors !

of that Institution; the pr-ietieo of
^

which has since been discontinued.
|

Hero he was prepared for field woi-k,
|

and for constructing railroads, then i

just commencing. In 18:32, leaving
West Point, ho obtained a situation on
the Ithaca and C^wego Railroad, then
about to be commenced under John

|

llandall, Chief Engineer. In 18:K
]

and 1834 he was appointed deputy
I

surveyor-general, for the purpose of

!

retracing the boundaries of the Onon-
j

daga Reservation, and especiallythe
{

town of Syracuse. The same year he ,

w.as appointed assistant engineer on '

the Utica and Schenectady Ilaihoad.

Soon after his engagement on IIiIm

work, the chief eniiineer, William
Young, transferred him to the charge
of the lliidsiin and Heik-hire llailroad.

He ('ompleled the survev and liicalion

of ;hat line of mad in ts:|4; lint, as the
company was not then ready to eom-
meiiee its eonslriietion, he beeanie the
a-sistant engiiieir, under Alexander
'rwining, on tlie Haiirnrd and Vew
Haven Kailroad, Soon after the com-
pletioi\ of the location of the line, and
the work put under contract, Mr. Twin-
ing resigned ; and Mr. lirodhead was
aiipointed chief engineer. The work
was linished in 18:17, witli the Hat rail,

then almost exclusively in use in this

country. In ls:J(( he made a survey
as chief engineer for the Housalonic
liailroad, and acted as consulting en-
gineer for Mr. Talcott in making a
contract with Mason and IJishnp for

Its eonsfruction. In the fall of that
year, >lr. lirodhead was married to his

present wife, a daughter of Nathaniel
Fletcher of Newburyport, Mass. In
18:)7 he removed to Brooklyn to enter
upon the survey, in connection with
John Stoddard, of the new portion of

the city under a commission by the
legislature. This work required great
eare and accuracy, and was not linished

till 18:!1>. The canal coniniissioners
chose him to survey the country for

tlie extension of the lllaek-river Canal,
Ivetween Booneville, Waterlmvn, and
.Sackett's tfarbor on Lake Ontario, and
Ogdensburg on the .St. Lawrence Kivor.

In 1840 Gov. Seward aiipointed him
chief engineer under an act passed by
legislature, authorizing a survey to bo
made of the northern porlion of the
Slate, known as the " iJohu Brown "

tract. The report of this survey, with
the estimates, maps, and jilans, w.is

Completed and submitted to tlie Icgis-

latme in 1841. The next year, he
surveyed a route for a railroad from
Catskill on the Hudson River, to t'an-

ajoharie in the valley of the Mohawk.
A small portion of the route had been
built, but was so badly located and
constructed, and the whole route
proved of so formidable a character,
that, upon his report, the project was
abamloned, and the portion construct-
ed taken up. In 184:1 the canal board
resident engineer appointed him to the
enlargement of the Erie Canal, between
Little Falls and Syr.icuse, and also to

act in the same capacity on the Che-
nango and Black River Canivls. This
work was completed in 184.'), when he
accepted the position of chief (mgineur


