
The Songo/Our Syrian Guest
"1^-— —«3t^ —

^

his eyes because it is a spreading slope of

grassy ground.

"All ihc shepherds skill and often heroic

work are called forth in this duty, for it is done

many a day ' in the presence of the sheep's

enemies.' There are many poisonous plants

in the grass and the shepherd must find and

avoid them. The sheep will not eat certain

poisonous things, but there arc some which

they will eat, one kind of poisonous graiss in

particular. A cousin of mine once lost three

hundred sheep by a mistake in this hard task.

"Then there are snake holes in some kinds

of ground, and, if the snakes be not driven

away, they bite the noses of the sheep. For

this the shepherd sometimes burns the ::^[ of

hogs along the ground. Sometimes he finds

ground where nioles have worked their holes

just under the surface. Snakes lie in these

holes with their heads sticking up ready to

bite the grazing sheep. The shepherd knows

how to drive them away as he goes along

ahead of the sheep.

"And around the feeding-ground which


