
NOTES. G7

Leticiie was a mrsteriooB little animal ituppoeed to be the ghost of an
uiiliaptised iiifaut.

L'lT. 'I'hese superstitions were all of raediseval and Kormaa origin, and
were lirouj;lit mer bv the first coloiiistn to their new home.

:m:\. I'urt lidval )i:id lieluiigpd tu Knglaud since 171.1. The Acadians
tliciii^rlvo.t fncutioii the notary's raptivitv by the Fn-mh as after 174'J

l-ie note (III II. 'i75-ti). Hence the poet may have made a slip in the
iiaini' of the fort

.'(ot',-:i5. A nipilirrviil Klorpiitine story.

.'127. Fain :
— (il.iclly, willingly. From Anglo-Saxon /ir./^n. glad.

328-9. An admirable simile. Cf. Tennyson s Princess, ii. 30.">-7 :
—

"And all her thoughts as fair within her eyes,

As biittom agates seen tu wave and Hnat

In crystal currents of clear morning seas."

,'}!.'). See note on II. 260-2.
;).'>2. Tliis metaphor is considered distinctly l>ad.

.•t.')4. CruKEw is a corruption of the French rnm-rf-ffu, cover fire. It

oriuinated in the Middle Ages. I'lie Curfew-bell was tolled at hours
varniig. acccjrding to tlie (u.^'tom of the place, from seven to nine
o'clock in the evening. It bade all honest folk lo'-k their doors, |)Ut oat
their licbts. and go to l>ed. " The primary puriM)se of the Curfew appears
to li;i\c been the prevention of conHagrations arising from domestic tires

left iinexlin;;uished at night."

;)7I. Tliits: — The .nimile is obvious.

381. bee (Juucsis xvi. and xxi.

IT.

385-6. A famons and beantiful met.kphor.
.387-8. Colonel Winslow had summoned "both old mnn and yonng

men, as well .is all the lads of ten years of ape," to attend in the Grand
I'ri' iburcli at three o'clock on the afternoon of this day.

3'.t6-8. This description of the Acailians wa.s drawn from the Abbe
fiuillaume Fran<,-ois Raynal, a French writer (see Introduction). His
too highly coloured picture of Acadian life has Iteeu the authority for
more than one succeeding author.

408, (lA VKST . . . vv.visTCoATs : — A figure of speech called " Zeugma,"
w :ere by the omission of one word another is joined to words with which
it h.is properly no connection. For other examples, see II. .IB and 0><3.

41.3. Two popular old French songs. "Tons les Bourgeois de Cliar-
tie* was written by Ducauroi, .Maitre de Chapelle to Henri IV. . . . Le
' :iril|..n i|e Dunkeniue was a popular song to a tune played on the Dun-
kirk ibi-nes." fKvaugeline. ed. H F.. Scudder.) Longfellow had seSD
these airs in a F'rench-Canadian publication in 1846.

415. OnoinatopoMa of a somewhat subtle character. The object is to
cive a more vivid picture of the dance bv the involved lettering of th»
Word*. Cf. Tennyson, The Princess, Prologue, 1. 20 :

—
" Lal)orious orient ivory sphere in sphere."


