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month iiKMi who would not luovf a iimsch^ if tho cartli wcro.

,o ,'X[)iod.> suddenly like a boint). hut thoro was not one of

,h,Mn who was disposed to have an hour of his time wasted.

Tins had been their own fear in coniiim, fur, after all, oven

Llovd sometimes jjot on a wron^ track. It was possible that

thi< youii'.^ fellow mij^ht liave ^;ot on to some old chimera--

;i scheme''perliaps for irri^atiu'^ the Sahara and turiun'^ it

into fruit-farms. This tunnel idea wasn't as bad as that.

Kven the silent and morose imlividuals breathed a si^h of

^*

Allan, for liis part, had not e.xpectcd to take his listeners

captive in a sentence, and he was not at all dissatisfied with

tlie ctTect i.roduced bv his announcement. He mi.^ht have,

paved the wav for it, but he had thou-lit it l)etter to slm.i^

It, at tluun as'thou-h from a catapult. This .seemed the best

way to attack the inevitable plile-m of such an audience,

it was essential that he should arrest th.'ir attention. And

after all, despite their impassive countenancee, he felt that he

had su'^ceeded. The arm-chairs creaked. Some of the men

loaned forward, oik" or two of them lit fresh cigars. Mrs.

Brown sat crrasping her ear-trumpet. Mittersteiner, of the

New York Central Bank, whispered something into the ear

of J. 1). .Morse, the " Copper King."

And Allan proceeded, with increased courage and self-

contidence.

The tunnel would have its entrance on the coast of .New

Jersev, some seventy miles south of New York ;
it would touch

I'.ermuda and the Azores and the North of Spam, and end

in Franco on the Biscayan coast. Both Bermuda and the

Azores were necessary as oceanic stations from a technical

point of view; with" the one American and two European

openinus, thev gave in all five starting points for the con-

struction of tlie Tunnel. They were of the utmost importance

also from the point of view of the profits. Bermuda would

absorb all the passenger-trafiic and the postal service from

Mexico, the West Indies, Central America and the Panama

Canal, while the Azores would have all that from South

A merica .and AJrica . These two oceanic stat ions would become

as important centres of the world's traffic as London and
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