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Ju.sr fifty years hasc I'lapsed since von lli'iiie broiij^ht out his exliaustive

iiKjnoijraph on infantile paraivsis. and clearly defined the disease as a separate

entity. Since that time, the treatment of the condition itself, and of the

distres^ini,' seonel* to wliich it uiav i;ive rise, has made striking progre.ss,

esjH'cially as rei.'ards the sur:^er\- of the paralysis itself. It is remarkable

that no orthop;eJist has as yet nndertaken to review the really gratifying

progress that has been made during that period.

1 havcloHL: l)eeii thiiikinuof trving tofill this gap in our surgical literature,

but have been too busy to do so. I feh, moreover, that if I were to improve

upon von Heine's work, it could oidv be by basing my statements upon a

very e.vteusjve ])ersoiud experience.

The numlier of paralvtics who have passed through my hands during

the past fifteen years is certairdy greater than any collection of cases that

has yet been recorded in an epidemic.

In the matter of treatment, too. orthopajdic methods continue to advance,

and new surgical modes are coastautly being introduced. It seems well,

therefore, to tielay no longer, but to bring out this book at once, while current

events are directing public as well as surgical interest to the question of

infantile paralysis.

I'he work deals almost exclusively with the orthopajdic treatment of the

seciueke of e[)idemic myelitis, but a few introductory chapters have been

added, dealing with the symptomatology, aetiology, and pathological

anatomy of the di-ease. They are by no means a complete account, but
ina\ serve a., an introduction. The rest of the book is divided into two
[larts. of whieii the first deals with the therapeutic methods in use at the

present time
;
the second comprising a description of the paralvses of the

various parts of the body, and of their treatment.

I have ondeavoiu'ed to give a truthful representation of the views of


