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The closing years of the tvelftlî
century saw the Pope of Romie the
supreme arbiter of the world. The
kings and armies of Europe were
at bis beck and nod. England,
France, Germany and Italy pourcd
out thousands of lives and millions
of mioney at bis cail in the stupen-
(bus folly of the crusades. Papal
collectors and bankers wvere busy
iii every land gathering in tithes
and contributions from priests and
people for the enrichuient of
Rome's exchiequer. Ecclesiastics
vied with the great barons in
niaintaining a state of luxurious
pomp and pride. In Italy, the
duty of preaching xvas vested ex-
clusively in the bishops, and they
%vere so, busy îvith ivar, polities,
,and the management of their great
estates that the people, for the most
lpart, went unfed. Batties and
sieges wvere everyîvbere. Revelry
and licentiousness abounded. The
mas-ses of the people were ignorant,
superstitious, almost heathenisli,
yet subject to great waves of re-
Iigious excitement whicli sîvept
provinces from end to, end and fre-
quently assumed very grotesque
formns.

F-eudalism wvas in its prime andI
held the lower orders of society iii
the grip of a tyranny so, complete
as to prescribe the dress eaclî
migbt wear, the manner in which
bie might carry on bis trade, the
dimensions of bis home, the num-
ber of trees he niight plant and the
details of bis funeral. The god of
tbe age was the great trinity of
worldly power, worldly pomp, and
îvorldly pleasure, xvhile the faith of
the lowly Nazarene was as mucb
despised by hierarch and noble as
when the Pharisees and Hercdians
delivered IIim up to tÉie Gentiles
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to niock and scourge and crucify
H-im.

But the religious instincts of
man can neyer be wholly sup-
pressed, and we find mingling
wvitli this toxvering worldliness
numberless wild growtbs of beresy
and fanaticism. Sabatier, falling
back on the I-ebrew teruis used in
the book of Genesis to describe
the original chaos, says, "The
tbirteenth. century wvas a tohu-
bohu of mysticismn and follv.
Every sort of excess followed i
rapid succession. Without the
slightest pause of transition, men
passed throughi the most contra-
dictory systeuis of belief." These
systems wvere the products, for thie
most part, of the inferior clergy
and the common people. The
blows which actually threatened
the Cburch of the Middle Ages
wvere struck by obscure Iabouring
men, by the poor and the op-
pressed, wbo in their wretchedness
and degradation felt that she liad
failed in ber mission.

In the midst of ail this there were
saintly souls who hoped and prayed
for Letter tbings. " Cry wvith a
loud voice," was the direction giyen
to, St. E-lizabeth of Schonau, " Cry
to ail nations : Woe ! for the
whole world lias become darkness.
The Lord's vine bas wvithered,
there is no one to tend it. The
Lord lias sent labourers, but they
have ail been found idle. The
bead of the Church is iii and ber
members; are dead. Shepherds of
my Church, you are sleeping, but
I shall awaken you ! Rings of the
earth, the cry of your iniquity has
risen even to me."

Into this state of society there
came a poor man who went about
doing gocid, preaching the Gospel


