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labovers as yot, pud the number who have to
loiter around Winnipeg waiting for employment
saatill few. Tho greatest change in thoe labor
supply compared with this time last year, isin
connection with mechanics who are employed
at out door labor. A year ago they were very
scarce, and their wages as summer advancéd
vose to fancy figures. Bricklayers last fall got
as high a8 $6.50 a day, while now they can be
hired at alittleover half that figure. Carpenters
and all mechanies depending upon building
operations are cqually plentiful, and quite a
little disappointment is expressed at the lsmall
demand for this class of labor, by men whohave
been Jured here by fabulous reports of projected
building operations published some time ago in
Winnipeg papers, and copied by the eastern
press.  Mechenics do not have matters all their
own way, &s they had a year ago, and numbers
have left for British Calumlia and other dis.
tricts where booms arelooked for. As an in-
stance. Wagon and carriage makera and car-
riage painters left their regular employment
and took to building carpenter and building
painting  work,  becauso  Ingher  wages
could be sccured at these latter. Now the
wagon shops have no ditficultyin getting all the
men they require, and more if they called for
them. In door mechanical work is quite brisk
and mechanics are by no means plentiful, es-
pecially in connection with the iron branches, in
which there is great activity.

Although the labor market of the aity is in
quite a healthy state, and if the high hopes of
sume mechanics have been brought to disapoint-
ment, it is only in keeping with the .expericnce
of all who have built their caleulations upon a
continuation of the inflatad state of affairs
which existed during 3581 and the first half of
1882.

Lake Grain Preights.

The supply of shipping ready to carry grain
castward from Chicago is cvidently beyond the
demaud at present, if we are to judge from the
subjoined article from the North-Western
Miller of last week.,  The figures contained in
the same will enable grain men here to form an
idea of what grain could be carricd from Port
Arthur tothe Atlantic seaboard for. The voyage
from Port Arthur is about equal to that from
Chicago, and freights need not be any higher.
The following is the article in question :—

The marine grain carryingbusiness at Chicago
isdemoralized. Rates for several days have
been at 3 range of from 2 to 2}c., ang vessel
men are discouraged at the prospect. A drop
in afew daysto 1c is predicted, The Times
says that tho real causo. of this unsatisfactory
condition is the sbnormal state of the grain
market at Chicago and at the scaboard. \Wheat
and corn ave relatively higher in Chicago than
they arc in New York, meking it virtually im-
possiblo for shippers to fill their orders. Wheat
quoted at $1.13 in Chicago is worth only $1.18
in New York, while the freight of at least 7ic
added to the Chicago prices would make it cost
$1.203 to the shipper when at New York. This
accounts, continues the Times, for the fact that
there has been no wheat shipped from Chicago
forthe past three weeks, With corn the caseis

almost as bad. Thereis plenty of grain at Chi-
cago to ship, but shippers say they can not
move it with any degree of safety until prices
aro adjusted between Chicago and Now York,
Either the Chicago price must fall or the price
at New York come up, in order to producesa
proper equilibrium. When that is accomplished
grain will mave forward freely, and the prospect
for fuvorable rates for grain carriers will im-
prove.
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Garrying Over.

Wo oxtract the following from the New
York Miller's Journal of last weck:

“The readers of Tue JornNaL may have
noticed that it is paying considerable attention
this season to crop reports, but this will not
prevent it from giving due prominence to the
varions estimates respecting the surplus and
reserves of the country which our contempor-
aries may from thme to time promulgate. Now,
one of the more important questions relating to

“the wheat markets is, how much surplus we

are likely to carry over at harvest time from
the crop of 1§82, After allowing liberally for
farther exports, and 20,000,000 bushels addi-
tional **for the filling up of holes which were
cmptied to an unusually low point at the close
of the twelve months following the poor crop
of 18S1,” the Chicago Tribune thinks that ‘we
ghall still have a surplus of about 70,000,600
bushuls on hand at the beginning of uext har-
vest, if the YWashington crop estimates were
nearly correct.” It is a matter of some impor-
tance to know whether there is likely to be
70,000,000 Lushels of old wheat leftin tuecoun-
try by next harvest time, after providing for
exports and 20,000,000 bushels additivnal for
““filling up holes.”
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Open Board of Trade.

At the formal opening of this institution
yesterday there appeared from the speeches of
certain of its promoters to be a disposition to
unite with the usual business of such institu.
tions the functions of a grain and produce ex-
change. Such a union has never proved a suc-
cess in any place on this or any other continent
aud it is very improbable that it will do so
Winnipeg.

The institation just floated may prove of
value in connection with the purchase and sale
of mining and other stocks, and to brokers in
such will no doubt be useful. Butit s not at
all likely that the legitimate grain and provi-
sion men of the city will join interests, espe-
cially as a grain exchange is likely to be organ-
ized in the city very soon.

THERE scems to be a difficulty abeut the
mails between Minnecapolis and  Winnipeg.
Either the post office folk at the latter place
are carcless ubout sending off mails, or they are
delayed by the road.  Letters leaving Minne-
apolis on Saturday afternoon are not delivered
in Winnipeg until Tucsday forenoon, between
two such promiuent citics, mail matter should
certainly be conveyed in less time than three
days.

T0.THE TRADE.

The undersigned are now prepared to supply the Trade
with thelr manufactur:s, viz:

Biscuit and Pliot Bread., Corn Brooms.
Coffess and Spices. Self-Raisiug Flour.

BISCUITS aro Backed in Larrels, boxes and cartoons.
COPFEES AND SPICES in bulk, barrels and boxes,
Packages—1 1L, and 1 1b., 10 or 201b.  boxes; tins of 5 or
10 ibs, each.
SELF-RAISING FLOUR-3 or 6 1b. packages In barrels

orbioses,

Their facilities for the manufacture of gocds in the
above linea are cqual to any firm In the North-west, and
they solicit onders, coufident that in quality and price
goods will be found satisfactory.

WOODS, OVENS & CO..
Factory and Oflice—Cor, Hippinsand Fonscea streeta; or
orders may be laft at otlicc of WOODS &CO., Alexander
street, 4 doors west of Maln,
Telcphone communication In a few days.

NOTHING LIKE LEATHER.
W. N. JOHNSTON & CO,

Importersand Dealers in

Leather, Findings, Plasterers’ Hair

HIDES AIND QOILL.
No. 8 Logan St., West. Winnipeg.

VIPOND, M°BRIDE & G0.,
COMMISSION | MERCHANTS

AND IMPORTERS OF

Foreign & Domestic Fruits

18 Alexander St., East, Winnipeg, &
261 & 263 Commissioner St., Montreal.

ROLLS & NEELANDS,

IMPORTERS,

Wholesale Druggists

AND

Marufasturing ~ Ghomist,

WINNIPEG.

FULL STOCK

Teas,
Sugasrs,
yrups,
pMolassses,
Coffees, -
AND

(GENERAL { GROCERIES,)

Vl. A. MacLEean,

WHOLESALE. GROCER,
OFFICE AND SAMPLE ROOM. ® $iddioee

WINNIPEG.
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