
THE COMMERCIAL.

Tihore is ne school ini existence like cent-
Z be C m m erc al nerce for litting men to hiaidlo humnan

nature, anti handie it wvitli hio'ist inten-
WINNIPEG, SEL)TE,\BER 2. 1884. tions and benieficial resuits. Com)merce

.is baseti upon priticiples of honesty and
OUR REPRESENTATIVES. industry, %vliil, if outrageti, cati, at best,

It lias oftpn lîcen reniarked by pepl bring oîîly tuinporary gain, but assuredly
ont titis Continent, wvho pay attention te puînishillent iii the enti, k is a field ia
Britishi affaira, that while the Ilouse of wlîicli thero is ilb space for crazy experi.
Commons thoe represents the best talent nment or reckless trustiaîg to chanace, but
and creat of the country's inîtellect, legris. e4eniatis titat ocry uîidertaking shall
lotive assenîblies on thissie of tw,,At. have a deflîtite and honorable enîd ia
lantie utterly fait to do se Ta titisrule viev. Lot us have more mercantile mn
the province cf Manitoba is noe xceptioni, ia our Leg-islature, City and Town Coun-
fer it caninot bo saiti that cither in the
previncial legislature, or the differcut
municipal governing bodies, oaa the best
talent cf tue province bu founti. WVhile
tIrs Iegal, agricultural anti otîtor ititerests
have reason for ceauplaint ia this respect,
they are net by any means se unrepre-
sentoti as ihe trading intcrcst. It dees
scout atrange that this prov: ee. wvuth
about twc theusaad *tratiing institutionîs
'vithin its bouidaries. shall have scarcely
co that oau ho consideroti a represcata-
tive mercantile mnar n atîte Provincial
Legislature. It is net se with agriculture,
for, vhtile titat ittterest is by ne incans as
fully riepreseîtted as it ouglit te bu, there
are quite a number cf M.NP.P.'s whc are
agriculturists; ii tîte fullest seiîsu cf the
terni, anti gooti represeatatives cf thueir
ciass.

In mtunicipal afflaira wve find commuerce
is aise but poerly representeti. For in-
stance, la tue City Coutîcil of Winniipt-0
tve have a very sinail p)roportioni cf altir
tue» tvhe oati h ranked. aniuon- the suc-
cossful and able mercantile mn of the
City, anti it inay ho only a coincitience,
but it is a rathter sitîgular cite tîtat the
aunîber tvhose actions have breught
trouble andi disgrace upoui tirs City, are
net selecteti freon the nmercantile ciass9à,
but frot that inactive spoculative class,
tvhe seeni te have tmade a wreck cf thîcir
cwn afFairs, atîd are doing tîteir bosi, te
accempliali a sinîjlar werk w.ith those of
the City.

lit puttin- fcrth a daim fer botter
trado represetîtatien, %ve arc safo ta as-
sume tîtat fer tact and ability te, manage
the affaira cf any geverning body, te
mercantile commnunity can furnish quite
as geeti, anti we might say, a little botter
miaterial tItan auy other. Thierc cat- bo
ne botter preef of a ina'î's ability ta mian-
age public aflaira titan tirs fact titat hoe la
able te mianage his ewn succesafully.

cils, anid we ivill have fower representa.
tives of tho people, against îvhoît a
shîeriff's oxecutien is powerless te conapel
the payaient of Itoncat tiebts, andi foer
iina qualified tc holti electiveofiices up-
on property, oery dollar cf wvhicli ia shel-
tered beyoiid the rcach of thoeir creditors
under the petticeats of tlteir wiven

If over con vineing proof wcro wanted
of the necossity of liavîîîg business in
te manage the public business, it ia fur-
nishîed nt prézruc in the mixture of dis-.
iionesty z'.nd iitcentpetcnicy now presenteti
by the City Couxicil cf Winnipeg. It is
te bo hopeti titat our citizens will profit
by the lesson, anti place iii chaire cf the
city's aflairs uictn, whe have a business as
well as an officia! rmutation at stake.
Such mîen cannot afl'ord te sacrifice the
latter for fear of iesing the fermer aIse.
On the etiter lianti the speculatîvo loafer,
wvio lias feunti tee mauch place both in
civic andi provincial afiàirs, lias littie repu.
tatien te ]ose, anti, if wiiat lie lias be
lest, hoe wculd be like the Irish re-
turacti convict wîhe lest his cliaracter and
thîeuglit lie 'vas less a subjeot fer pity
titan tîte poor mnortal %vito wvould be un-
fertunate eneu.gh te find it.

OUIR LABOR SUPPLY,
Aithougi the law cf supply and de-

fîitd is gradîîally assertiiîg, itsclif iii titis
City and province, anti regulating values
wvith an arbitrary ltand, there are still
maîîy fieldis in wliich its work of regula.
tien lias wide scoe, and in tetne is it
miore nccessary thax our labor airairs.

As iii ail new ceunitries, -we in Mani-
toba mtust, bu, coatpelled te reccivo maany
immigrants cf the wrozig cliss, andi even
cf cleises very necessary, we have often
to put up with a naucb largor nuitber
titan .vo require. As a rulo the people of
whent wo are liable to have a surplus ho-
long te the nen-prcducing classes, anti it

is wonderful hiow few of tItiq descriptien
a iiew country cati get aleng andi prespor
-with. A olass whe are net oxactiy non-
productivo, aIse cone liero as elacwhiero

te sock positions in metrcantilo anti doni-
.cal linies, anti often prove coraiderableocf
a load upon tîte country fer a tinte. But

ovon tîtese, in tinte, adapt tlinselNes te

circuistances aiid become sucessful 'in
calhings they noever dreamnt cf entering
befere comning bore. Those cf theni whe
have actually i-eeniveti a business training
befere reachuîtg liero, selem fail te ovehx-
tuaily reach suocess, aititougli they miay
have somae difficultiez fer a turne. Suoli
inconveniences we suppose we must bear
with for nîany years te cenie, andi treat
the question as pliilosepl ically as possible.
But in the fieldi of physical labor there
semis stili te be censiderable irregularity
and cross wverkiiîg of the law ùf supply
and ienanti. We flîid Llhat in the spring
of the year uten for eut-doer and othor
labor cani be liad in ntuch largor nutnbcrs
titan are requiroti, wvhile at the present
tinte cf the year scores ef such men are
wvanted and catînot bo linti. Evon with
skillcd miecianica tItis is the case te soma
extetit andi, altoegetîter, tîte laber market
wcrks by fits and starte, tantalizing ôand
anîtoying te mcii ioekiîtg emploýyaint at
eue tinte, andi equally se te employers
loekin, taen at anoetoî The extreines
of wveathor we have, have ne doubt some-
thittg te o itl titis undesirable statp of
affaira, but iacts go te shew that the.y
are itot respensible for ail tue trovble, as
wo finti that the first two unoiits or so cf
winter arc by ne meaits the dulîcat ef the
labor market. In fact te reports cf cnt-
ployîîîcnt agents go te show tiiat Mardi,
April and tiNfay are about tue dullest,
while tue heavy deunand fer labor does
net set ia until Juiy.

It la te bo feareti that othor people
titan farmers ii titis province are tee slow
in gctting te wcrk in Spriiîg, andi that
there is tee inuci crowvtig cf uiidertak
inga itito the last four cr five nîontbs cf
the year, wvhich shoulti exteni cv.'r thrce
or four monthis more. The consequences
are titat wvcrks cf miagnitudie cest much
mlore tii:a they shouiti, while the. day la
borer aixd mechanie get tho credit cf

rec'tgextortionato wages, whereas,
witlî the forccd idleness cf several months
te mix up with these cf higlu wages, their
aggregate pay the year round is by ne
means tee liberal after aIll
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