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ments, and the new project of Mont Réal. Notes on 
agriculture and the propagation of fruits, for none bet­
ter than the Sieur understood that the colony must in 
some way provide its own food, that it could not depend 
upon sustenance from the mother country. For his 
ambition desired to make New France the envy of the 
nations who had tried colonizing. He ordered crops of 
wheat and rye and barley sown, and often worked in his 
own field when the moon shone with such glory that it 
inspired him. And though he had all the ardor of an 
explorer, he meant to turn the profits of trade to this 
end, but to further it settlements were necessary, and he 
bent much of his energy to the duller and more trying 
task of building colonies. Though the route to the 
Indies fired his ambition he was in real earnest to bring 
this vast multitude of heathens within the pale of the 
Church, and to do that he must be friendly with them 
as far as they could be trusted, but there were times 
when he almost lost faith.


